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Stewardship  
A Faith Journey  

 

Our Church is on a faith journey to make stewardship a 
way of life.  We invite you to join with us on our journey. 
 

It  will  change  your  life  forever.  
 

What is Stewardship? 
Stewardship is having the wisdom to understand that 
everything we have is a gift from God of which we are to 
be the absolute best caretakers. 

 

Stewardship is a way of life honoring God in everything 
we do with all His gifts.  Living life God-centered rather 
than self-centeredðthinking of Him first before our own 
wants. 

 

Stewardship is having the heart to give back out of love a 
portion of every gift that has been entrusted to us by God. 

 

Stewardship is living life with the understanding that 
someday God will ask each and every one of us what we 
did with all of His varied gifts. 

 

Stewardship is a life long faith journey that brings us ever 
closer to Jesus Christ; following the path He so perfectly 
laid out for us through His life example. 

 

Stewardship is life altering and its rewards last an eter-
nity. 
 

Stewardship Committee Created 
A Stewardship Committee has been formed to serve the 
Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick.  Watch for Stewardship 
messages in the bulletin and on the website stpatrick-
cathedral.com with topics to enhance your spiritual life.  
Topics will include Prayer, Time, Talent, Faith, Family, 
Treasure. Join us in our spiritual journey as disciples of 
Jesus Christ.  The Spirit will show us the way. 
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Stewardship  
The Challenge  

 

In some ways it may be harder to be a Christian steward 
today than at times in the past.  Although religious faith is a 
strong force in the lives of many Americans, our countryôs 
dominant secular culture often contradicts the values of the 
Judaeo-Christian tradition.  This is a culture in which de-
structive ñismsòðmaterialism, relativism, hedonism, indi-
vidualism, consumerismðexercise seductive, powerful in-
fluences.  There is a strong tendency to privatize faith, to 
push it to the margins of society, confining it to peopleôs 
hearts or, at best, their homes, while excluding it from the 
marketplace of ideas where social policy is formed and 
men and women acquire their view of life and its meaning.  
(U.S. Bishops) 

 

What are two great examples of stew-
ardship?  

 

1. ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but 
might have eternal life.ò (John 3:16 NAB) 
 
This is the ultimate act of stewardship that God did for us.  
What gift can we give to God in return for the greatest gift 
of all, his Son, Jesus Christ?  Live your life here on earth 
God-centered rather than self-centered.  Honor God first in 
everything you do, and everything you do will be for him. 
 
2.  ñYour ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they 
died; this is the bread that comes down from heaven so 
that one may eat it and not die.  I am the living bread that 
came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live 
forever; and the BREAD that I will give is MY FLESH for the 
life of the world.ò  (John 6:49-51 NAB) 
 
The Holy Eucharist:  All over the world Jesus Christ shares 
His body and blood with us in the Holy Eucharist as ñreal 
foodò to nourish our soul.  This is Christ sharing His body, 
blood, soul and divinity with us every day.  It is the holiest 
act of Stewardship. 

 
Live life God -centered  

rather than self -centered.  
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Stewardship  
The Choice  

 
Christians are part of our countryôs dominant secular 
culture, influenced by it in many ways.  In recent dec-
ades many Catholics in particular have entered into 
the mainstream of American society.  That has been a 
remarkable achievement.  Often, though, this process 
also has widened the ñsplitò between faith and life 
which Vatican II saw as one of ñthe more serious er-
rors of our age.ò  Thus American Catholicism itself has 
taken on some of the less attractive values of the 
secular culture.  For example, although religious peo-
ple often speak about community, individualism infects 
the religious experience of many persons.   Parishes, 
dioceses, and church institutions appear impersonal 
and alienating in the eyes of many.  Evangelization is 
not the priority it should be.  How to use peopleôs gifts 
and charismas, how to empower the laity, how to rec-
ognize the role of women, how to affirm racial, cultural 
and ethnic minorities, how to overcome poverty and 
oppressionðthese and countless other issues remain 
vexing questions as well as opportunities.   
 

Some people think stewardship is only about money 
and the U.S. Bishops Pastoral Letter on Stewardship 
recognizes the importance of church support, including 
the sharing of time, talent, and treasure.  But it situates 
church support in its broader contextðwhat it means 
to be a disciple of Jesus Christ .  This is the context 
of stewardship.  Generous sharing of resources, in-
cluding money, is central to its practice, and church 
support is a necessary part of this.  Essentially, it 
means helping the Churchôs mission with money, time, 
and personal resources of all kinds.  This sharing is 
not an option for Catholics who understand what mem-
bership in the Church involves.  It is a serious duty.  It 
is a consequence of the faith which Catholics profess 
and celebrate.  What is needed is a comprehensive 
view of stewardshipða vision of a sharing, generous, 
accountable way of life rooted in Christian disciple-
shipðwhich people can take to heart and 
apply to the circumstances of their lives.  
 

The Stewardship Committeeôs goal is to 
support our ongoing formation as disciples 
of Jesus Christ.  We encourage all to join 
us on this journey. 
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Stewardship  
 
The life of a Christian steward, lived in imitation of the life of 
Christ, is challenging, even difficult in many ways; but both 
here and hereafter it is charged with intense joy.  Like Paul, 
the good steward is able to say, ñI am filled with encourage-
ment, I am overflowing with joy all the more because of all 
our afflictionò (2 Cor 7:4).  Women and men who seek to 
live in this way learn that ñall things work for good for those 
who love Godò (Rom 8:28).  It is part of their personal ex-
perience that God is ñrich in mercy [and] we are his handi-
work, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God 
has prepared in advance, that we should live in themò (Eph 
2:4, 10).  They readily cry out from the heart:  ñRejoice in 
the Lord always!  I shall say it again:  Rejoice!ò (Phil 4:4).  
They look forward in hope to hearing the Masterôs words 
addressed to those who have lived as disciples faithful in 
their practice of stewardship:  ñCome, you who are blessed 
by my Father.  Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the worldò (Mt 25:34).  (from the US Bish-
opsô Pastoral Letter on Stewardship) 
 

You Cannot Change Your Past  
No Matter How Hard You Try,  

Yet Partnered with Christ,  
You Can Make Your Future.  

 

ñWho then can be saved?ò  Jesus looked at them and 
said, ñfor human beings this is impossible, but for God 
all things are possible.ò  (Matthew 19:25-26 NAB) 

 

Start today , join us on this incredible faith journey in 
the footsteps of Christ.  The life changes  you make 
today will last an eternity.  It all starts with the first 
step.  Trust in God.   He will be with you for the entire 
journey.  Each personôs goal in life should be the 
sameðEternal salvation through Jesus Christ.  Let 
Christ into your heart so that He may guide you on 
your journey, so that you may hear the words when 
you stand before Him:  ñWell done my good and faith-
ful servant.ò (Matthew 25:21 NAB)  Eternal salvation is 
not a guarantee, it is an invitation and a choice each 
of us must make.  Join us today on this faith journey 
of stewardship, allowing Christ to light the way.  Living 
the life of a true Christian steward is living in the Spirit.  
Open up your heart to God so that He may use you 
for His purpose.  Share His love, which He has 
poured out to us, with everyone you meet. 

 
Trust in God  

Let His Truth Set You Free  
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Stewardship Corner:  
Prayer  

 

Rosary Experiencing a New Revival  
According to Pope Benedict XVI, ñPraying the rosary is 
enjoying a revival among Catholics and can be a pro-
found way to relive the events of Christôs life.   It is not a 
pious practice relegated to the past, like a prayer of for-
mer times to be remembered with nostalgia.  The rosary, 
on the contrary, is experiencing almost a new springtime.  
This is undoubtedly one of the most eloquent signs of the 
love that younger generations have for Jesus and for his 
mother, Mary,ò  The pope emphasized that devotion to 
Mary through the rosary has Christ at its center.  ñWhen it 
is prayed in an authentic way, not mechanically or super-
ficially but in a profound way, it can in fact bring peace 
and reconciliation.ò 

 

A Convert Meets Mary in the Rosary  
About eight years ago, I made the decision to leave a 
mainline Protestant religion, where I was very involved, to 
become Catholic.  In Protestant faiths there is little em-
phasis on Mary.  However, for some reason, maybe it 
was because my motherôs memory and health was fading 
due to Alzheimerôs, I was intrigued by Mary and had a 
strong desire to learn to know our Lordôs mother.  I 
thought what better way to learn to know Mary than to 
spend time with her each day through the rosary.  Since I 
had no idea how to pray the rosary,  I bought a tape of 
the rosary and listened to it as I ran each morning.  Then 
I found directions about the rosary beads.  At first it was a 
bit confusingéwhat to do on each beadébut I got the 
hang of it quickly.  Then I learned you could pray the ro-
sary for a specific intention.  I decided the intention of my 
daily rosary would be for my mother.  After praying the 
rosary daily for over a year, I wondered if I would ever 
know the impact this had made in my motherôs life.  One 
day, as I arrived at the personal care home where my 
mother lived, I thought ñshe rarely knows me anymore, 
how could she communicate to me about Mary?ò (My 
mother was not Catholic, but a woman of great faith.)  As 
we were visiting and I was trying to understand what she 
was saying, my mother leaned over to me, lifted up the 
Miraculous Medal I was wearing, looked at it, and said, 
ñIsnôt she beautiful.ò   Since my mother had never seen 
this medal before, I knew it was a way for me to know 
that Mary was indeed praying for her.   
 
For the past eight years, I have made the rosary my daily 
prayer, whether while running, driving, walking or wor-
shipping.  At first I thought maybe people would think I 
was talking to myself, but I find that I blend in with all the 
folks talking on their cell phones.  Maybe both are wire-
less, but I promise you with Mary you will never be dis-
connected.                              
 

Theresa Capricci, Member, Stewardship Committee 
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Stewardship Corner:  
Prayer  

 
 

Prayer is Godôs most POWERFUL yet COMFORTING 
gift He has given to each of us to share. 
 
There are four most asked questions about prayer.  
We hope they will be insightful to you. 
 

How do I pray?  
It is a matter of the heart.  When you pray to God, 
pray from your inner most heart and speak directly to 
Him.  Just talk to God.  He will listen. 
 

When do I pray?  
EVERYDAY.  When you wake up in the morning just 
say thank you to the Lord.  Pray over each meal 
thanking the Lord for that meal, friends and family.  
Pray when you drive to work, cut the grass, take a 
walk, go to the gym or beach.  Pray any time God 
comes to your mind.  Lastly, pray before you go to 
bed at night.  Just say ñThank you Lord.ò 
 

Who do I pray for?  
Let your heart be your guide.  Yourself, your family, 
your friends, someone you read about who had 
trauma in their life, a fellow parishioner.  Remember 
our leaders in the church and our government in your 
prayers.  Write each one down on your prayer card 
(distributed in September) with the prayer intention.  
Keep it with you and pray daily.  As you start to pray 
each day, pray for yourself: strength to overcome 
temptation, addiction, guidance for spiritual strength, 
help with a problem or marriage.  God wants your 
prayers.  He will hear you. 
 

Does God really hear and answer prayers?  
We can tell you absolutely, however, you be the 
judge.  Start your prayer cards with your special inten-
tions and highlight them as they are answered either 
Yes or No.  Then reflect on them. 
 
Remember, pray from your heart and soul as an un-
selfish act of deep meaning.  As it states in the Bible, 
ñThe prayers of a righteous man [or woman] are an-
swered.ò 
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Stewardship Corner:  
Prayer  

 

Many things in life are easy to talk about, but difficult to do.  If 
you want to lose weight, you must burn up more calories than 
you consume.  To have better finances, you must spend less 
money than you bring in.  These are simple in theory, yet seem 
oh so difficult in practice.  After all, itôs not easy to pass up that 
cheesecake and replace it with a two-mile walk.   
 

Our spiritual life is similar.  If we reduce our entire Christian 
experience down to the lowest common denominator, the one 
thing that permeates all other aspects of being a follower of 
Christ is prayer.  Want to resist temptation?  Pray.  Unsure of 
the future of your finances?  Pray.  Considering another child?  
Pray.  Feeling the tug to get involved with a ministry?  Pray.  
Donôt know what to do about that rascal of a cousin of yours?  
Pray. 
 

It is quite simple.  Yet many times we forget.  We try to find 
ñother waysò to solve these problems.  The old adage is ñwork 
less if everything depends on God.  Pray as if everything de-
pends on you.ò Usually we have it backwards.  We work, toil, 
fret, worry and try to work things out on our own, forgetting the 
one thing we should be doing when faced with any decision or 
difficult situation.  Pray. 
 

A teenager once asked ñdid Jesus pray?ò  A fair question.  The 
answer is a resounding YES!  Look at the Gospels.  He prayed 
in the desert before beginning his ministry.  He prayed before 
selecting the apostles.  He prayed for Peter to be strengthened.  
He prayed in the garden.  God made Man turned to prayer for 
guidance and for strength.  He is our example. 
 

Prayer need not be complicated.  Our Catholic faith is rich is 
beautiful prayers. These are very helpful when circumstances 
make it so that we are unable to find our own words.  An ñOur 
Fatherò said earnestly for a friend or the Prayer of St. Michael 
spoken in a time of fear is powerfuléand they work.  We must 
remember to trust.  We must remember to rely on God.  He 
promised to take care of us and guide us.  He promised to pro-
vide what we needðnot necessarily what we want.  He said he 
would never leave us.  I believe he meant it. 
 

In my own life I can look back and see the ñworstò times were 
when I drifted away from God by drifting away from prayer.  The 
times when I went at it all alone.  The biggest successes and 
joys were attached to periods of prayer.  The best decisions 
were made prayerfully. 
 

As a child, my family did not pray together.  Prayer was left for 
Mass (when we attended three times a year) or for Catholic 
School.  As a parent myself, I pray with my children every day.  
I pray for my children every day as well!  The cool partðthey 
pray for me, too!  The best gift we can give our kids is the gift of 
prayer. 
 

In the Sound of Music a young Maria is asked by the Mother 
Superior ñwhat is the purpose of life?ò  She responds ñto find the 
will of God and to follow it wholeheartedly.ò  A wise answer.  But 
how do we find the will of God and then have the strength to 
follow it ñwholeheartedly?ò  You guessed it.  Prayer. 
 

We all know it.  Now we need to follow the advice of that big 
sneaker company:  Just do it! 

 A Parishioner 
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Stewardship Corner:  
Prayer  

 

Prayer is the most POWERFUL, yet COMFORTING gift 
God has given each of us to share. 
 
Open your heart to the true gift of prayer and start building 
your personal relationship with God today by speaking to 
Him daily of your needs, concerns, pains, temptations and 
failures.  Seek His forgiveness, comfort and guidance. 
 
Share the gift of prayer with everyone God puts in your life 
or on your heart.  Seek His strength, wisdom, comfort and 
love to guide, protect and help yourself and others. 
 
God wants us to turn to Him each day of our lives, sharing 
with Him, from our heart, our inner most self.  He is our Fa-
ther and we are His children.  He delights when we turn to 
Him for help and thank Him for all He has done for us. 
 
The hymn ñWhat a Friend We Have in Jesus,ò while simple, 
has provided solace and comfort to many Christians since it 
was written in 1857 by Joseph Scriven (b. 1819 Dublin, 
Ireland).  He originally wrote the words to comfort his 
mother who had a serious illness.  Many missionaries have 
said it is one of the first hymns they taught to new converts.   
 
 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
     

What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 

 
Have we trials and temptations?  Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In His arms Heôll take and shield you; you will find a solace there. 

 
Blessed Savior, Thou hast promised Thou wilt all our burdens bear 

May we ever, Lord, be bringing all to Thee in earnest prayer. 
Soon in glory bright unclouded there will be no need for prayer 

Rapture, praise and endless worship will be our sweet portion there. 
 

Joseph Scriven  
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Stewardship Corner:  
Prayer  

 

Why Do Catholics Pray to Saints?  
Should No One Get Between Man and God?   

You may have been asked  ñWhy Do Catholics Pray to Saints?ò 
and you may have had Protestant friends quote 1 Tim 2:5  For 
there is one God. There is also one mediator between God and 
the human race,  Christ Jesus, himself  human, who gave him-
self as ransom for all.   But wait ï Itôs not only Catholics who 
ask people to pray for them is it?  Paul encouraged people to 
pray for others and tells them itôs pleasing to God.  Letôs check 
out what Paul writes in 1 Tim:1-4  First of all, then, I ask that 
supplications, prayers, petitions , and thanksgivings be of-
fered for everyone, for kings and for all in authority, that we may 
lead a quiet and tranquil life in all devotion and dignity. This is 
good and pleasing to God our savior , who wills everyone to 
be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth.   
 

Do the Saints Pray in Heaven?  
In Revelation 5:7-8, we read He came and received the scroll 
from the right hand of the one who sat on the throne.  When he 
took it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
down before the Lamb.  Each of the elders held a harp and gold 
bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of the holy 
ones  [saints].   And in  Rev. 8:3-4 Another angel came and 
stood at the altar, holding a gold censer. He was given a great 
quantity of incense to offer, along with the prayers of all the 
holy ones , on the gold altar that was before the throne. The 
smoke of the incense along with the prayers of the holy ones  
went up before God from the hand of the angel. 
 

Can Saints Pray for Us in Heaven?  
In Hebrews 12:1,  Paul says  there are witnesses in heaven of 
us Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses , let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that 
clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies before 
us. 
 
So do we come just to God or also call on the assembly of 
saints in heaven as well?   In Hebrews 12:22-24 we read Now, 
you have approached Mount Zion  and the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and countless  angels in festal 
gathering, and the assembly of the firstborn enrolled in 
heaven , and God the judge of all, and the spirits of the just 
made perfect , and Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant , 
and the sprinkled blood that speaks more eloquently than that 
of Abel.  So here Paul says we come directly not only to God, 
but to an assembly of the firstborn enrolled in heaven (saints). 
 

We are One Family in Christ in Heaven and on Earth  
We are all one family in heaven and on earth,  united together,  
as children of the Father,  through Jesus Christ.  Our brothers 
and sisters who have gone to heaven before us are not a differ-
ent family.  That is why, in the Apostlesô Creed, 
we profess a belief in the ñcommunion of 
saints.ò  There cannot be a ñcommunionò if 
there is no union.  Loving beings, whether on 
earth or in heaven,  are concerned for other 
beings, and this concern is reflected spiritually 
through prayers for one another. 
 
Suggested reading:  Any Friend of Godôs is a 
Friend of Mine by Patrick Madrid. 
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Stewardship Corner:  
Prayer  

 

God Wants a Close Intimate Relationship With 
You!  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 2559) states, ñPrayer 
is the raising of oneôs mind and heart to God or the requesting of 
good things from God.ò  
 
We are probably all familiar with the second part of this definition. 
Who among us, in some time of need or distress, has not called 
upon God for assistance? But, what does the first part of this defi-
nition really mean? What does it mean to raise oneôs mind and 
heart to God?  
 
Most of us can come to a basic understanding of this by answer-
ing the question, ñWhat does it mean to unite our mind and heart 
with a fellow human?ò We do this by talking to the person and 
spending time with them, sharing our thoughts, emotions, experi-
ences, values and goals, by putting our trust in someone and by 
demonstrating our own trustworthiness. The more we spend time 
with someone, communicate and work together toward common 
objectives with them, the closer relationship we develop with that 
person. In the closest relationships, we often are happy just to be 
in the presence of that person; when we deeply love someone we 
want to share all of their experiences, whether that be sharing in 
joyful occasions or comforting them in times of sorrow.  
 
This is also what it means to raise oneôs mind and heart to God. 
God wants a close, intimate relationship with us, a relationship 
which involves Him in every aspect of our lives. He wants us to 
trust in Him, to share our good times and troubles, to request His 
assistance. But we will not have such a relationship if we fail to 
spend time with Him. We do this through prayer. We use our 
minds and hearts to bless, adore and praise God as our divine 
creator, and strive to understand God. We ask God to help us in 
our daily needs and in times of trouble. We should give thanksgiv-
ing for all of the blessings and graces He provides us.  
 
How many of us would expect a good marriage to exist, if a cou-
ple rarely spoke to one another, and rarely spent time together? 
How would we expect the couple to really love one another if they 
only spoke when they needed something from the other person? 
A loving relationship requires that both partners set aside time for 
each other, that they communicate, know, trust and support one 
another in good times and bad. In summary, a good relationship is 
hard work.  
 
We know that these things are required to have a good marriage. 
Why then, do so many people expect to have a good relationship 
with God, with little or no effort toward that relationship? We must 
work toward a good relationship with God.  After all, do you want 
to go to heaven and be with someone that you donôt really know? 
 

 Prayer Resources: 
www.universalis.com  

www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintofDay 
www.sacredspace.ie    

http://churchresources.info/pray/index.shtml       
www.presentationministries.com/obob/ obob.asp  

www.virtualrosary.org/ 
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Stewardship Corner:  
Prayer  

 

The Practice of Prayer Today  
While individual prayer is the simplest form of praise to 
the Lord, the stewardship of prayer asks for the commit-
ment of allotting time for prayer.  The desire to pray is 
within us all, but the practice of beginning each day with 
prayer often becomes another item on the agenda, an 
item which becomes easier and easier to postpone as the 
duties of the day command our presence and attention. 
 
The intimacy of prayer must be captured at a dedicated, 
quiet time during the day.  Just as we would make any 
other appointment, make an appointment with the Lord to 
pray.  How we pray is a personal choice with many varia-
tions.  Consider committing five minutes a day to prayer 
as a starting point for your stewardship of prayer. 

 

How to Make a Commitment to  
Stewardship of Prayer  

Itôs actually easier than you may think.  A more fulfilling 
prayer life steeped in a sense of gratitude for all that we 
are and have can be a wonderful legacy you build for 
yourself, your family and our parish family.  
 
Will you commit the first five minutes of tomorrow to be 
with God in prayer?  Begin right now by asking God to 
help you remember your desire to begin tomorrow with 
Him.  ñLord, I want to meet with you first thing in the 
morning for at least five minutes.  Tomorrow when the 
alarm clock rings, I have an appointment with you.ò 
 
Remember the promise revealed through His Word:  ñHis 
mercies are renewed each morning so great is His faith-
fulnesséGod is the Lord to one who waits for Him, to the 
soul who seeks Him.ò  Lamentations 3:22-25 
 
Keep this list of individual and family prayer opportunities 
below as a reminder of your commitment to prayer: 
 
   ____  Five minutes a day commitment to prayer 
   ____  Attend Sunday Mass regularly 
   ____  Prepare for scripture readings at Sunday Mass 
   ____  Attend weekday Mass 
   ____  Eucharistic adoration 
   ____  Daily Rosary 

   ____ Shared prayer with family 
   ____  Prayer before and after 
meals 
   ____  Fasting 
   ____  Meditation 
   ____  Novena 
   ____  Your own method of prayer  
 
Next week ï Your Prayer Journal 
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Stewardship Corner:  
Prayer  

 

Your Prayer Journal  
Keeping track of your prayer requests and Godôs answers is a 
great way to build your faith.  It is a ready reminder of Godôs 
faithfulness.  When you are in a season of waiting on the Lord, 
return to your prayer journal and meditate on all of the times 
He has come through for you! 
 

Keeping a prayer journal helps you in many ways  
By writing your prayers down it keeps you focused on 

God. 
When you are going through a trial, it is great to have your 

prayer journal so you can read through all of the 
answered prayers in your own life. 

Over time, it will develop into a beautiful love story 
between you and the Lord.   

 
How to Make a Prayer Journal  

Get a journal /notebook with at least 70 pages of paper or 
buy a prayer journal* 

Write an entry.  It doesnôt matter how you write it.  Just 
write what you would say if you were ñtalkingò to Him.  
Do include the date.   

 
Tips  

Keep a Bible on hand so you can add verses to your 
entries  

Divide your entry into two sections:  ñPetitionsò to record 
your prayer requests and requests on behalf of 
others.  ñPraisesò to record items youôre thankful for 
and prayers that have been answered. 

Leave space at the bottom of the page to record answers, 
observations, etc., or have two columns on the page ï 
one for prayers and one to record answers, etc. 

 
Benefits  

When weôre discouraged, it helps us remember Godôs 
power in our lives. 

It provides a disciplined activity that trains us in godly 
living. 

Reminds us that God answers prayer and increases our 
trust in Him. 

Helps us put into words our feelings and ideas. 

 
(*With Prayer All Things Are Possible Prayer Journal: Catholic 
Edition with Rosary (one option available at www.amazon.com)  
Includes beloved liturgical prayers, daily 
prayers, and prayers for special occasions - 
from the Lord's Prayer and the Hail Mary, the 
Stations of the Cross, the Rosary, to the 
Apostles' Creed and Act of Contrition, plus 
many more of the best-loved prayers of the 
Catholic faith.  Also inspirational writings, 
quotes and personal prayers of the saints, 
combined with Bible verses to help nurture 
and deepen your prayer life. Plenty of space 
to write is provided on the ruled pages.) 
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Stewardship Corner:  
Talents  

 
This Monday is the start of December and the 

time when we start to give a lot of thought about the 
gifts we will be giving to others as we prepare to 
celebrate Christmas. For stewardship, it begins the 
focus on gifts as well.  Not those we give to others, 
but those that God has given to us.   

 
A gift that God has given to us is called a charism.  
Charism is the Greek word used in the New Testa-
ment for "favor" or "gratuitous gift.ò The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church tells us that ñCharisms, or 
spiritual gifts, are special abilities given to us by the 
Holy Spirit to enable us to be powerful channels of 
God's love and redeeming presence in the world. 
Whether extraordinary or ordinary, charisms are to 
be used in charity or service to build up the Church.ò 
 
By discovering your spiritual gifts, you will find the 
role God wants you to have in the church.  And God 
has a role in mind for everyone.  Charisms of the 
Holy Spirit enable us to be exceptionally effective 
for the Kingdom of God. It is unusually energizing 
and fulfilling to exercise a charism and we are much 
less likely to burn out if working in the arena of our 
giftedness.  
 
This December and January we will focus on spiri-
tual gifts to help you more fully comprehend what is 
implicit in giftedness and how you might use your 
gifts.  This will include a spiritual gifts analysis ques-
tionnaire for your personal use.   What does Jesus 
tell us about those who do not use their talents?  
ñFor to everyone who has, more will be given 
and he will grow rich; but from the one who has 
not, even what he has will be taken 

away.ò  (Matthew 25:29) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11/30/09 

Stewardship Corner:  
Talent  

 

Catholicism is Not a Spectator Sport  
 

Stewardship begins with prayer and an 
understanding that this concept is as old as the 
Scriptures.   
 
Although there are countless examples in the 
Old Testament of men and women using their 
gifts to honor God, our vision of stewardship is 
rooted in the teachings of Jesus Christ.   
 
He prepared His apostles to carry on His 
teachings.  "Come Follow Me" is not a 
suggestion; it is our mission as Christians.  We 
use our gifts or talents to be disciples; to be the 
hands and feet of our Lord, to do what He would 
do if He were here in the flesh.   
 
Not sure what your talents are or how you can 
use them?  We will help you discover your 
talents and ways to put them to use.   
 
In the Stewardship Corner we will focus on 
spiritual gifts to help you more fully comprehend 
what is implicit in giftedness and how you might 
use your gifts.   
 
Coming in January is a spiritual gifts analysis for 
your personal use.    
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Stewardship Corner:  
Talent  

 

The Gifts of Service/Helps  
 

Scott knows how to plug in where needed. He just 
has an affinity for that-- if there is a need, he's more 
than happy to help fill it. And happy is the word for it, 
because he always has a happy look on his face as 
he does this or that. Roof leaking? "Hey, I'll go up 
there." Grass need mowing? "How about next week-
end?" Chairs in the wrong place? "Let me take care 
of that." Kids need a chaperone? "I've got a car." It's 
always a quick response to a need, and that's be-
cause Scott sees service as his ministry. He is a 
believer that he can support the efforts of others and 
help pull things off. Some people start things or talk 
about things-- he finishes things. It's the gift of ser-
vice.  
 

The gift of service is also described as the gift of 
helps in different scriptural passages. The gift mani-
fests itself in persons who place themselves at the 
disposal of others in order to give assistance in a 
Christian undertaking. There are always many 
things that need tending to in the church, and many 
of these things require no particular ability other 
than a willingness to see and do the task at hand. 
People with the gift of service or helps are ones who 
ñget things doneò and ñsee the job through.ò  
 

Affirm that you have this gift; questions to ask 
yourself:   
1. Do you enjoy doing tasks that help others minis-

ter effectively? 

2. Do you sense when others need a helping hand 

and are ready to give it? 

3. Are you content to take orders rather than to 

give them? 

4. Would you prefer to let someone else have the 

ñlimelightò while offering a supportive role? 

5. Do you find it satisfying to find practical ways to 

help others do their work? 

6. Have others mentioned that you seem to enjoy 

doing routine tasks and that you do them well? 
 

General ways to use the gift of service:  
Personally: be a good Samaritan; help a busy sin-
gle parent or widow with home maintenance tasks.   
 

Within the church: attend the nursery; help with 
interior maintenance or in keeping up the grounds; 
help with meal setup or cleanup.  
 
 
 
12/14/08 

Stewardship Corner:  
Talent  

 

The Gift of Knowledge  
 

He was not particularly interested in religion, but a 
church group gave him a chance to make some 
friends. They were all talking about the Bible and their 
faith, and he really couldn't offer anything on the 
subject because he had never even touched a Bible. 
Curtis figured he'd better take a look at it before the 
next meeting. He began reading the Bible one 
evening, and he literally couldn't put it down. All 
through the night he poured over the pages and on 
through the next day. Day after day he lived and 
breathed scripture. His thirst for the Word of God was 
insatiable from that day on. Curtis has the gift of 
knowledge, and today he is a publisher of religious 
books. 
 

Col. 1:10 - Then you will be able to live as the Lord 
wants and will always do what pleases him. Your lives 
will produce all kinds of good deeds, and you will grow 
in your knowledge of God. 
 

1 Cor. 12:8 - The Spirit gives one person a message 
full of wisdom, while to another person the same Spirit 
gives a message full of knowledge. 
 
Do you have the gift of Knowledge?  Questions to 
ask yourself:  
1. Have you been able to help others distinguish key 

and important facts of scripture? 

2. Do you enjoy studying and reading material that 

expands your understanding of the Bible and your 
faith? 

3. In your personal study, do you frequently discover 

new insights in scripture? 

4. Do you feel compelled to share with others the 
insights you discover? 

5. Do biblical passages come to mind when you 

seek to know Godôs will in a particular situation? 
 

General ways to use the gift of knowledge:  

Personally: share biblical truths with family and 

friends; tell stories from scripture whenever they seem 
applicable. 

Within the church: find ways to offer the 
knowledge you have gained in decision-making, 
instruction, and through writing. 

Within the wider community: seek ecumenical 

involvement and help reveal Christôs hope ñthat we all 
may be one.ò  
 
12/21/08 
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Stewardship Corner:  
Talent  

 
 

The Gift of Teaching  
 

He has a way of finding a story to explain every 
situation. Jesus did that, too, so in a way he is like 
Jesus. The stories come from his life's experiences 
or from his reading, but they always do the trick. 
They help him get the point across every time. Al 
knows instinctively how to teach, and his teaching 
comes from the heart. He will bear his soul if you 
will learn from it. Some of his drive to teach comes 
from understanding the importance of it for the spiri-
tual development of the members of the church, but 
the instincts and desire for helping others to truly 
learn are inspired by the Holy Spirit. Al has the gift 
of teaching, and it is a joy to see how he creatively 
exercises it. 
 

All Christians are to share their faith stories as a 
means of evangelizing and bringing others to Christ. 
But it is the teacher that builds upon those initial sto-
ries with lessons of doctrine, church history, scrip-
ture, and personal experience that really converts 
the learner to a full acceptance of the Christian life.  
 

Affirm that you have this gift; questions to ask your-
self:  
1. When you communicate biblical truth to others, 

do you see changes in knowledge, attitudes, values 
or conduct? 

2. Do others understand as you explain the Bible 

or the faith life to them? 

3. Are you able to communicate truth clearly and 

concisely and hold the interest of those you in-
struct? 

4. Are you concerned to help others learn what the 

Bible and our faith teaches about life? 

5. Have people responded that you have helped 

them learn biblical truth in a meaningful way? 
 

General ways to use the gift of teaching: 

Personally: lead a friend through a Bible study; 

clarify religious issues for an acquaintance. 

Within the church: serve as a teacher; lead an 

adult Bible study or spiritual conversation class. 

Within the wider community: instruct in a life-

enrichment class. 
 

(Reference:  Acts 13:1; 18:24-28; 20:20-21, 1 Corin-
thians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11, 1 Timothy 2:7,  
2 Timothy 1:11, James 3:11) 
 
12/28/08 

 

Stewardship Corner:  
Talent  

 

The Gift of Faith  

 

All Christians have to learn how to ride out the various 
tests to their faiths that occur in adversity. During 
difficult times it is helpful to know of others who have 
maintained their faith through the worst of times. 
Betty's life was slipping away very quickly at too early 
an ageðthe cancer could not be reversed. As her 
many friends and family visited her in the hospital, 
they were struck with the peace she displayed. Betty 
was not afraid to die, as she knew she would soon be 
with Jesus. She just wanted to comfort all of her 
visitors and say good-bye. The testimony of her 
courage in the last days was an inspiration to all that 
knew her that faith gives us victory over death. 
  
Heb. 11:1-3 - To have faith is to be sure of the things 
we hope for, to be certain of the things we cannot see. 
It was by their faith that people of ancient times won 
Godôs approval. It is by faith that we understand that 
the universe was created by Godôs word, so that what 
can be seen was made out of what cannot be seen. 
 
Affirm that you have this gift; questions to ask 
yourself:  
1. Have you had the experience of knowing Godôs 
will with certainty in a specific situation? 
2. Have you felt assurance that God would do what 

seemed unlikely? 
3. Do you have a sense for moments when prayer 
with deep faith is needed? 

4. Are you able to go on believing God will act in a 

situation in spite of evidence to the contrary? 
 
General ways to use the gift of faith:  

Personally: be available to anyone desiring your 

prayers. 

Within the church: offer hope in the face of any 

discouraging situation, listen to the still small voice of 
God for a word of guidance for his church. 

Within the wider community: seek Godôs will for 

new community ministries. 
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Stewardship Corner  
 

Congratulations!  You may have won one of 
several valuable gifts!  

 

If youôre like me, you see these words in your mail fre-
quently. Since this marketing tool is used over and over 
again, it indicates that people are very interested in re-
ceiving valuable gifts.   
 

So let me start out by sayingéCongratulations!  You 
have already received valuable gifts.   You may be 
thinking ñWhat is she talking about? There is no new car 
in my driveway or new television in the living room.ñ  
Youôre right.  Iôm talking about what is valuable to God 
and the gifts that God has given to each one of us.  They 
are very valuable, because they are needed by us to fulfill 
what God wants us to do with our lives.   

 

You may already know what these gifts areðor you may 
not.  What better way to start the new year than  to take 
time to identify the gifts God has given you and then put 
them to use.  You see, the more you use your gifts, the 
more you will grow.  And to comply with full disclosureéit 
isnôt always easy and thereôs truth to the statement ñno 
pain, no gain.ò 
 

How do we know we have been given gifts?  We find that 
answer in the New Testament (1 Corinthians 12, Romans 
12, Ephesians 4) and the teaching of the Catholic Church 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 951). All Christians 
are given one or more "long-term" or permanent 
charisms, which are empowered ways in which God uses 
us over and over again throughout our lives.   
 

Next weekôs bulletin features one tool available to help 
you identify what charism God has given to you.  This is 
not a ñtestò (there are no wrong answers) but a first step 
in finding or confirming what God has in mind for you to 
do.  Additional steps to help you continue the process are 
provided.  And finally, you can put all this to use later this 
month at our Ministries Fair which will follow each Mass 
on January 24-25.  
 

In conclusion,  I offer this verse from St. Paul in his letter 
to the Ephesians: 

ñéyou should put away the old self of your for-
mer way of life, corrupted through deceitful de-
sires, and be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 
and put on the new self, created in God's way in 
righteousness and holiness of truth.ò 

Theresa Capricci  
Chairman,  
Stewardship Committee 
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Stewardship Corner  
 

Everyone Has a Part  
 

Celebrating the Eucharist means more than 
attending Mass for one hour each week.  We are 
called to be active in the life of our parish 
communion.  We are called by Christ to use our 
gifts to love and serve the Lord.  All of us have 
been blessed with talents and skills from God.  
The challenge is to recognize the sacredness of 
our gifts and the importance of sharing them. 
 
Want to learn more about your gifts and ways to 
use them? 
 
Part One ï Use this weekôs bulletin enclosure to 
help you identify, confirm and explore your gifts. 
(Appendix A in Stewardship Columns booklet.) 
 
Part Two ï Attend the Ministries Fair in Cathedral 
Hall following the week-end Masses on January 
24 and 25.  This event is sponsored by the 
Stewardship Committee. There will be 
representatives available from various ministries 
to answer any questions you may have about 
how you can be good stewards in giving back 
your time, talent, and treasure to God.  There will 
also be a Ministries Directory available that will 
provide a brief description of each ministry at the 
Cathedral (Did you know there are over 50?) 
along with contact information. 
 
Part Three ï Pray about your gifts 
and what you learned at the 
ministries fair.  Now get involved ï 
Jesus is depending on you! 
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Stewardship Corner  
 
ñYou can do something I canôt do.  I can do 
something you canôt do.  Together let us do 
something beautiful for God.ò  Mother Teresa 
 
 

In St. Matthewôs Gospel (chapter 24, vs. 14-30) we 
find the parable of the talents.  Those men who took 
a risk and saw a return on what they invested are 
praised by their master for returning to him more 
than he had given to them.  But the servant who did 
nothing with what he was given is chastised be-
cause he allowed his fear to make him afraid to do 
anything. 
 
Sometime, we donôt attempt to try new things be-
cause we are afraid that we wonôt be good at it or 
make a mistakeðthere are many reasons.  I recall 
when I was 23 and without a lot of experience, I had 
a boss who encouraged you to stretch your skills 
and grow.  If you made a mistake, he would say to 
you ñThe only person who doesnôt make a mistake 
is the person who doesnôt do anything.ò  To this day 
his philosophy helps me take on new challenges 
both professionally and personally.   
 
This weekendôs ministries fair is being held following 
each Mass.  Thatôs how important the Stewardship 
Committee believes it is to give everyone a chance 
to learn about opportunities to live your faith.  God 
has given each of us talents and has a plan for how 
we should use them.  But itôs up to you to say yes to 
Him and activate that plan.  Donôt think that thereôs 
any reason you canôt do it.  Think of the twelve He 
started withðuneducated men without social status, 
no money and no authority in the world.   
 
ñYou can do something I canôt do.  I can do some-
thing you canôt do.  Together let us do something 
beautiful for God.ò  Mother Teresa 
 

    Theresa Capricci, 
Stewardship Committee  
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Stewardship Corner  
 

Stewardship of Time 
 

Perhaps the most important aspect of 
Stewardship, especially in today's world, is the 
proper management of the gift of time. Time is 
more fleeting than any talent and more precious 
than any treasure. It is ironic to think that 
technology has created many time-saving 
devices and yet we seem to have less and less 
time.  Calendars seem to fill without us even 
being aware of whether we are making the best 
use of our time. God gives us 24 hours each day 
- how much of that time do we spend with Him, 
with our family and in ministry to others?  Where 
are these on our list of priorities? 
 

Our commitment to the Stewardship of Time calls 
us to daily prayer and spiritual exercises to 
strengthen our relationship with Jesus and with 
one another.  
 

Stewardship of Time Opportunities 
 

Å    Daily Mass  
Å    Bible study and reflection  
Å    Recitation of the Rosary  
Å    Listen to religious programs on radio/ TV  
Å    Presence at parish events  
Å    Volunteering for parish ministries 
Å    Morning, midday, evening and night prayers       
     (Liturgy of the Hours)  
Å    Retreats and days of recollection  
Å    Spiritual direction  
Å    Reading religious articles and books  
Å    Adult religious education programs  
Å    Theology classes and seminars  
Å    Quality time for family and friends  
Å    Ample time for rest and recreation  
 

This month members of the Stewardship 
Committee will share their thoughts on 
stewardship of time with you. 
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Stewardship Corner  
 

From The Little Burgundy Book 

 

The Gift of Time  
 

How much free time does a person actually have? 
 

According to a University of Maryland study on Ameri-
cansô use of time, the average person has 38.7 hours of 
free time a week.  This compares to 40 years ago when 
the average American had 33.9 hours of free time. 
 

The project defined ñfree timeò as time not spent working, 
sleeping, eating, doing housework or taking care of chil-
dren. 
 

Let the Scriptures below speak to you.  Take your time 
with them.  Donôt rush into the reflection that is provided.  
The Lord might take you down a different road. 
 

When Jesus heard about the illness of his friend, 
Lazarus, he responded, ñThis illness does not 
lead to death; rather it is for Godôs glory, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.ò (Jn. 
11:4) 

 

You may wonder why John makes such a point of the 
timing in this story.  When Jesus is informed of his 
friendôs illness, he waits two more days before traveling 
to see him.  And when Jesus arrives, the bystanders 
make a point of mentioning that Lazarus has been dead 
four days. 
 

There was a popular Jewish belief at the time that the 
soul lingered in the vicinity of the body for three days af-
ter death.  The person was dead but the soul was around 
the body. 
 

This was just a popular belief but John wanted to be sure 
that everyone realized that Lazarus was dead as dead 
could be é and Jesus had the power to bring him back to 
life. 
 

Jesus can pull life out of anything.  Thatôs the lesson of 
this Gospel, and if I believe that, then I never need lose 
hope. 
 

If I put my faith in God, I can respond to situations ï even 
sin and violence ï Godôs way and know that God can pull 
life out of anything. 
 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 
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Stewardship Corner  
 

The Gift of Time  
 

Procrastination is probably the largest obstacle we 
face when it comes to being good stewards of time.  It 
is extremely easy to say, ñI will _____ next time the 
opportunity comes around; I am just too busy right 
now.ò Unfortunately, it is just as easy to never get 
around to doing what you elected to put off until later.  
As Lord Chesterfield suggests, you should ñnever put 
off till tomorrow what you can do today.ò   
 

When it comes to sharing our gift of time, there is no 
time like the present. Our reluctance to give of our 
time boils down to a matter of time and priority 
management. For as we all know, there will only be 
24 hours in a day the next time the opportunity 
presents itself.   
 

Finding avenues for being good stewards of time are 
extremely easy. Our parish is always looking for 
volunteers, our friends and family are always in need 
of our willingness to listen and support them, or simply 
giving a kind greeting to a stranger on the streetéThe 
opportunities are boundless. 
 
Time is unique in that it is one of the 
few God given gifts that we have 
minute (forgive the pun) ability to 
cultivate, or accumulate. Once time 
has passed, there is no recovering it.  
With this being said, the amount of 
time we have on Earth is finite.  
However, through the wonderful grace 
of the Lord, our time in his kingdom will be infinite.  As 
we have learned through the weeks of exploring 
stewardship, it is our Christian responsibility as good 
stewards to share the gifts that the Lord has bestowed 
upon us.  Think about it, what is a small portion of 
time here on Earth when God has given us the gift of 
eternity? 
 
    Adam M. Robinson 
    Stewardship Committee 
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Stewardship Corner  
The Gift of Time  

 

Each one of us has been give the gift of time  
by God.  Time is the canvas on which our lives 
are painted.  While we may feel we have little 
talent and, in these tough economic times, little 
treasure, time  remains our gift as long as we 
are alive.   
 
Despite what we think, we always ñhave timeò 
and only God can ñmake timeò.  Our challenge 
is to use this gift of time as good stewards ï to 
further Godôs work on earth.  To me, using the 
gift of time is being mindful of God during the 
dayédevoting each day to God and being con-
scious that each action I take and each person I 
meet provides me an opportunity to use the gift 
of time.   
 
This takes practice in our busy lives. I can use 
my time driving to work by praying for people in 
the cars beside me, or use my time in line at the 
grocery store to pray for the people around me.  
I can listen to a co-worker or a family member 
who is in need.  I can call, visit, or email a sick 
friend or acquaintance. I can thank God for his 
gifts while walking outside or on the treadmill. I 
can honor His gift to me by using it for good. 
 
There was a United Way campaign advertise-
ment that I saw with a picture of Superman and 
the slogan ñUse Your Powerò.  When we think 
of using our ñpowerò for the glory of God and 
the people He created, we should meditate on 
the gift of time .  It is our vehicle to spread His 
goodness, to evangelize, and to fulfill our obli-
gation, as Catholics, to love. 
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Stewardship Corner  
 

Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving 
 

A great part of the journey of Stewardship is to grow 
in our faith.  We have entered into a very sacred time 
of year when there are many opportunities offered to 
us in order to be better stewards of all that God has 
given us. 
 
The season of Lent commemorates the 40 days that 
Jesus spent in the desert before He began His public 
ministry.  He prayed, fasted, confronted temptation, 
and prepared for the journey that was ahead of Him.  
During Lent we Christians imitate Jesus in denying 
ourselves those things that we enjoy.   
 
We are also called to more and deeper prayer, and 
we are called to give alms.  By using Godôs Word and 
traditional practices, we seek to set aside what 
distracts and even harms us, and we open our lives to 
deep conversion in the Lord. As we may have 
experienced in previous Lenten journeys, when we 
say ñnoò to something we think we need, we say ñyesò 
to allowing the Lord to fill in that need.  This prepares 
us for the time when we will emerge ready to enter 
into the lasting joy of life with the Risen Christ. 

 
Lent is a time for us to ponder what really is important.  
Lent is really a gift of time to us.  For as we pray, fast 
and extend our hands to the poor, we are imitating 
Christ.  We are joining ourselves more closely to Him. 
He sacrificed and suffered for our sakes.  He offers us 
eternal joy.  In the spirit of hope, penitence and joy, 
we are once again invited to take a Lenten journey 
that will help transform us into the more loving, 
hopeful and faithful stewards that God calls us to be. 
 
Fr. Thomas Rozman will offer additional thoughts on 
the subject of ñPrayer, Fasting, and Almsgivingò at 
the Lenten Series Presentation this Tuesday evening, 

March 3, at 6:30 p.m. in Cathedral Hall.  Join us at 
5:30 p.m. in Cathedral Church for Stations of the 

Cross and at 6:00 p.m. in Cathedral Hall for a soup 
and bread supper prior to the presentation.     
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Stewardship Corner  
Foundations of Prayer  
and the Lordôs Prayer 

Good communication is the foundation of good relation-
ships.  Thatôs how marriages survive, parents and chil-
dren get along and friendships develop.  Communication 
is a two-way street:  it involves both listening and speak-
ing.  Perhaps, listening is sometimes more important.  
Someone once said, ñThis is why God gave us two ears 
and one mouth: so that we listen twice as much as we 
speak.ò 
 

Speaking of God, as Christians, we know that communi-
cation with Him is important.  Through out the 2000 years 
plus of recorded salvation history, God is seen as pursu-
ing His people so that He can share with them one day 
the joys of Heaven.  He kept telling the people of the Old 
Testament and telling us through the Scriptures of both 
the Old and the New Testament, ñyou will be my people 
and I will be your God.ò 
 

It is therefore important that we communicate with Him 
or, using the more acceptable term, that we pray  to Him, 
that we lift up our minds and hearts to Him, listening as 
well as speaking.  This is an active process that requires 
some effort on our part.  In Matthew, Jesus tells us, ñBut 
when you pray, go to your inner room, close the door and 
pray to your Father in secretò.  This is a real challenge in 
our busy lives.  How can we focus on God and hear his 
voice with the world crashing in on us from every side?  
Here are a few suggestions: 

1. Prepare our hearts for listening by daily conversion. 

2. Start improving our prayer life by setting aside at 

least 10 minutes a day in our ñinner roomò making sure 
that the door to outside distractions is close. 

3. Look on prayer as an opportunity instead of an obli-

gation. 

4. Be aware that the Mass has many forms of prayer: 

thanksgiving, sorrow, petition and praise.   

5. Do not allow the Our Father to become so rote that 

we lose its meaning.   

6. Listen for the messages as the scriptures during the 

Mass are read.  
 

Private prayer from the ñinner roomò leads to a richer 
community life of prayer.  Jesus told us, ñWhere two or 
more are gathered in my name, there I am in their midst.ò 
This is what is called a stewardship of prayer, that, 
through our own life of prayer, the whole community is 
enriched. 

 
Robert OôDonnell will offer additional thoughts on the 
subject of ñFoundations of Prayer and the Lordôs 
Prayerò at the Lenten Series Presentation this Tues-
day evening, March 10, at 6:30 p.m. in Cathedral Hall.  
Join us at 5:30 p.m. in Cathedral Church for Stations 
of the Cross and at 6:00 p.m. in Cathedral Hall for a 

soup and bread supper prior to the presentation.     
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Stewardship Corner  
What Am I Willing  

to Live My Life For?  
 

At some point in our lives, we have all learned the Ten 
Commandments: 
1. I, the LORD am your God, who brought you out of 

the land of Egypt, that place of slavery.  You shall 
not have other gods besides me. 

2. You shall not take the name of the LORD, your 
God, in vain.  For the LORD will not leave 
unpunished the one who takes his name in vain. 

3. Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day. 
4. Honor your father and your mother, that you may 

have a long life in the land which the Lord, your 
God, is giving you. 

5. You shall not kill. 
6. You shall not commit adultery. 
7. You shall not steal. 
8. You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbor. 
9. You shall not covet your neighbor's house. 
10. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his 

male or female slave, nor his ox or ass,  
nor anything else that belongs to him. 

 
Throughout  His ministry, Jesus provided guidance on 
how we are to live.  And His followers gave us more 
guidance in the epistles.  Maybe there have been 
times when you thought that Catholicism is just a lot 
of rules and regulations?  Itôs not!  Catholicism is a 
lifestyle.  Itôs a way of life that God designed to help 
each person become all that he or she can be.  And 
Heôs equipped each of us to do just that. 
 
Join us for the Lenten program Tuesday night where 
weôll answeré. 
  

What is Godôs three-step plan for you? 
Can any good follow 40 years of atheism? 
Is Jesus more divine or more human? 

 
(and if I master Power Point, a Catholic Q & A for fun!) 
 
    Theresa Capricci 
    Stewardship Committee 
 
.Theresa Capricci will offer additional thoughts on the subject 

of ñStewardshipò at the Lenten Series Presentation this 

Tuesday evening, March 17, at 6:30 p.m. in Cathedral Hall.  

Join us at 5:30 p.m. in Cathedral Church for a special St. 

Patrickôs Day Mass and at 6:00 p.m. in Cathedral Hall for a 

soup and bread supper prior to the presentation.     
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Stewardship Corner  
 

Forgive and Forget ï You Canôt Possibly 
be Serious!! 

 

What is Forgiveness?   It is a decision  to let go of 
resentment and thoughts of revenge.  It is a proc-
ess  of concluding resentment, anger that results 
from a perceived offense and ceasing to demand 
restitution or punishment.  As one man said after the 
shooting at the Nickel Mines Amish School shoot-
ing, it means giving up the right to revenge. It is 
when we remember that we are not God, and we 
should not play God.  It is a call  to a way of life in 
which we practice forgiveness to live at peace with 
each other and to please God. We are called to love 
our enemies, reject revenge and leave vengeance 
in the loving hands of God.  That means that we 
have to believe that He sees the wrongs done and 
we have to trust that He will deal with them in his 
own time. 
 
We live in a world where vengeance is viewed as a 
personal right. From this ñOld Testamentò view, we 
are entitled to seek revenge upon those who wrong 
us, even to maiming and death.  Imagine if every-
one adopted that attitude and behavior.   If for every 
wrong we committed there was someone waiting to 
exact revenge, we would walk in fear of our lives at 
every moment. 
 
This is a very difficult teaching.  We are called to 
forgive and to leave the rest to God.  This ultimately 
means that we must give up enough autonomy to 
trust God to take care of us.  How often have we 
said we trust God, but in the back of our minds we 
are saying ñbut not that much?ò  Perhaps it is un-
conscious, but do we behave as though we are not 
going to leave the vengeance to God? 
 
So ï how are we expected to put this into practice?  
We have to decide that it is what we are going to do 
and then we must go to God in prayer and ask his 
help. 
 
How many grudges are you holding on to? 
 
.Teresa Zellner will offer additional thoughts on the subject 

of ñForgiveness:  Forgive and Forgetò at the Lenten Series 

Presentation this Tuesday evening, March 24, at 6:30 p.m. in 

Cathedral Hall.  Join us at 5:30 p.m. in Cathedral Church for 

Stations of the Cross and at 6:00 p.m. in Cathedral Hall for a 

soup and bread supper prior to the presentation   
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Stewardship Corner  
Holy Week at the Cathedral  

 

In many ways, I feel like a ñregularò parishioner during the Holy 
Week services here at the Cathedral.  I say that because our 
Bishop fulfills his role as chief shepherd as he comes to be 
with us to celebrate the many rituals of Holy Week.  I look 
forward to having our Bishop here as he leads us through this 
most important of all weeks of the liturgical year.   
 

Holy Week is the most sacred time for Christians.  We 
celebrate the great mysteries of our salvation, which was won 
in the passion, death and resurrection of Christ.  Holy Week is 
also an invitation for us to gather as a family of faith, united 
around the Altar of Sacrifice with our Bishop, as we tread the 
final days of the earthly life of our Lord, Jesus.  And, our 
Bishop, steward of the faith that he is, enables us to 
experience more and learn more about our call to discipleship 
in the Lord Jesus, the One who has saved us from our sins. 
 

And so letôs take a quick look at the ceremonies of Holy Week 
and give prayerful reflection to how these liturgies will enhance 
our own experience and understanding of our Easter faith and 
help us to grow in faith, hope, love and holiness of life. 
 

On Palm Sunday we receive the blessed palms and listen to 
the Sacred Passion of our Lord, this year as recounted by 
Saint Mark.  On Monday of Holy Week we celebrate the Mass 
of Chrism.  It is impressive to see so many priests from 
throughout the Diocese at this Mass, along with a standing-
room-only crowd, as the Bishop blesses the sacramental oils, 
and as the priests renew their commitment to priestly service.  
Holy Thursday finds us gathered with our Bishop and our 
diocesan seminarians as we begin the Sacred Triduum.  The 
Evening Mass of the Lordôs Supper includes the Bishop 
washing the feet of our diocesan seminarians, imitating the 
loving act of service that Jesus did for His disciples the night  
before He  died, showing all of us the loving service that we 
too are to imitate.  Good Friday has us participating in the 
Passion of Our Lord according to Saint John, and the 
veneration of the cross.  The great Vigil of Easter begins Holy 
Saturday evening at 8:00 p.m., where the Bishop brings those 
who have  been preparing for the sacraments of initiation into 
the Catholic Church through Baptism, Confirmation and Holy 
Eucharist.  On Easter Sunday, we renew our Baptismal 
Promises at Mass, re-committing ourselves to the faith that we 
have been given in Christ Jesus. 
 

A full schedule of Holy Week services is contained in this issue 
of the bulletin.  Please also note that Tenebrae is celebrated 
Good Friday evening, and of course, you are asked to make 
sure that you go to Confession, if necessary, by Good Friday 
in order to celebrate Easter as a holy disciple and a good 
steward of the faith that we have been given. 
 

 Father Rozman will offer additional thoughts on the subject of 

ñHoly Week and the Triduumò at the Lenten Series 

Presentation this Tuesday evening, March 31, at 6:30 p.m. in 

Cathedral Hall.  Join us at 5:30 p.m. in Cathedral Church for 

Stations of the Cross and at 6:00 p.m. in Cathedral Hall for a 

soup and bread supper prior to the presentation    
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Stewardship of Faith  
Baptism is Being Born Again  

 
 Why must we be baptized?  Baptism removes the stain 
of original sin and all other types of sin.  Christ  instituted 
the sacrament of baptism when he was baptized by John.  
He made it clear that Baptism is essential when he com-
manded His apostles to go and baptize all nations in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 
(Matthew 28:19). 
 
What does it mean to be ñborn againò?  In John 3:1-2 
Jesus says that baptism is necessary for salvation and 
clarifies being ñborn againò when he says ñTruly, truly I 
say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.ò   
 
Does the Bible say that only adults should be bap-
tized, not infants?   No.  In Colossians 2:11-12, Paul 
shows us a parallel between circumcision and baptism. 
There is baptism of adults in the New Testament because 
the people were grown adults when they converted and 
we read about entire households being baptized.   
 
Are only those who have been formally baptized 
saved?  No.  Very early on, the Church recognized that 
there are two other types of baptism.  The baptism of de-
sire applies to those who, while wishing to be baptized, 
die before receiving the sacrament and ñthose who, 
through no fault of their own, do not know the Gospel of 
Christ or His Church, but who nevertheless seek God 
with a sincere heart, and, moved by grace, try in their 
actions to do His will as they know it through the dictates 
of conscience" (Constitution on the Church, Second Vati-
can Council).  The baptism of blood refers to the martyr-
dom of those believers who were killed for the faith be-
fore they had a chance to be baptized. This was a com-
mon occurrence in the early centuries of the Church and  
in later times in missionary lands.  
 
What if the life of an unbaptised baby or adult is in 
imminent danger? There are two essentials for baptism:  
the pouring of water over the head of the person to be 
baptized and the words "I baptize you in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."  When the 
life of a person is in danger, even a non-baptized per-
sonðincluding someone who does not himself believe in 
Christðcan baptize, provided that they follow the form of 
baptism and intend to do what the Church doesðin other 
words, to bring the person being baptized into the full-
ness of the Church. In both cases, a priest may later per-
form a conditional baptism. 
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Stewardship of Faith  
 

Iôll never forget Easter 1946.  I was 14, and my sisters were 
12 and 16.  Our dad died years before and our older 
siblings had married and left home. 
 

A month before Easter, our pastor announced that a 
special Easter offering would be taken up to help a poor 
family.  He asked everyone to give sacrificially.  Our Mom 
said we needed to come up with ways to save.  So we lived 
on 50 lbs. of potatoes for a month,  kept our lights and radio 
turned off whenever possible and took as many cleaning 
and babysitting jobs as we could.  We made and sold 
potholders. That month was one of the best of our lives.  
Weôd talk about how the poor family was going to enjoy 
having the money.  We had 80 people in the parish, and 
figured that whatever amount we gave, the offering would 
surely be 20 times that much. 
 

The day before Easter we got three crisp $20 bills and one 
$10 bill for all our change.  We were so excited!  We didnôt 
care we wouldnôt have new clothes for Easter; we had $70 
dollars for the offering. On Easter morning, rain was 
pouring.  We didnôt own an umbrella and the church was 
over a mile from our home, but it didnôt matter.  At church I 
heard some teenagers talking about us having on our old 
dresses.  But I felt rich.  When the offering was taken, we 
each put in one of the bills.  We sang all the way home.  At 
lunch Mom surprised us with boiled Easter eggs to eat with 
our fried potatoes!   
 

That afternoon, the pastor came to our door.  Mom came 
back with an envelope that contained three $20 bills, one 
$10 and seventeen $1s.  We just sat and stared at the 
floor.  We had gone from feeling like millionaires to feeling 
like poor people.  We had such a happy life that we felt 
sorry for anyone who didnôt have our parents and a house 
full of brothers and sisters and friends.  That day I found out 
we were poor.   I looked at my dress and worn-out shoes 
and felt so ashamed.  
 

That week no one talked much.  Mom asked us what we 
wanted to do with the money.  What did poor people do 
with money?  We didnôt know.  Weôd never known we were 
poor.  We didnôt want to go to church on Sunday, but Mom 
said we had to.  We had a missionary who spoke about 
building churches in Africa.  They needed money to buy 
roofs--$100 would put a roof on a church.  The minister 
said, ñCanôt we all sacrifice to help these people?ò  We 
smiled at each other as we dropped the envelope into the 
offering.  The priest announced a little over $100 was 
collected.  The missionary wasnôt expecting a large offering 
from our small parish.  He said ñyou must have some rich 
people in this church.ò  Suddenly it struck us!  We had 
given $87 of that ñlittle over $100.ò  We were the rich family 
in the church!  From that day on, Iôve never been poor 
again.  We had been given back the joy of sacrificial giving. 
 

(Note:  $70 in 1946 is equivalent to $760 in 2009) 
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Stewardship of Faith  
The Body and Blood of the  

Risen Christ in the Eucharist  
 

What is the Eucharist?  
 

The Eucharist is our Lord Jesus Christ under the appear-
ance of bread and wine.  The Eucharist helps protect us 
from mortal sins and cleanses away venial sin.  Holy 
Communion is the life of the world and if we partake in 
Holy Communion in the state of grace, we are promised 
eternal life. 
 

How can bread and wine become the body and 
blood of Jesus?  
 

In John 6:52-66 the Jews disputed among themselves, 
saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat?  So 
Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you 
have no life in you...  In John 6:58 Jesus explains the 
importance of this bread, that He states is truly Himself.  
This is the bread which came down from heaven, not 
such as the fathers ate and died, he who eats this bread 
will live forever. 
 

In John 6:66 many of Jesusô disciples left Him because 
they could not accept his words.  In fact, Jesus says to 
His apostles in John 6:67 Will you also go away?  He 
gives His apostles the opportunity to reject what he has 
said and leave.  Then Saint Peter states Lord, to whom 
shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 
 

When Saint Paul says, "You proclaim the death of the 
Lord until he comes" (I Cor. 11:26), he is not saying that 
they proclaim the death of the mortal Jesus, but the death 
of the risen Christ: he is holding the cross and resurrec-
tion together in one. And "the Lord" is the risen Jesus 
who pours out on us the Spirit he has received from his 
Father, the life-force of God. 
 

The Eucharist makes present the Paschal mysteryðthe 
Passion, death, and Resurrection of Christ. 
 

Why is it wrong for people who are not Catholic 
to partake in Holy Communion in the Catholic 
Church?  
 

When we participate in Holy Communion in the Catholic 
Church, we are saying that we are in complete unity with 
the Church.  Therefore,  the non-Catholic would be stat-
ing that he/she believes in the dogmas of the Catholic 
Church, is obedient to the Catholic moral system, and 
recognizes the authority of the Catholic Bishops and 
Pope.  Non-Catholics are always welcome to learn more 
about the Catholic Church and her teaching through the 
RCIA.   
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Stewardship of Faith  
 

On Becoming Catholic  
 
At the Easter vigil, we welcomed new members to the 
Catholic faith through baptism and confirmation. The 
Stewardship Committee asked them to share their 
thoughts about their faith journey with us. 

 
***************** 

 
Seven months ago, Kate and I enrolled in the RCIA 
class to see whether we could in good conscience 
become Catholics.  We say ñin good conscienceò 
because we come from those sturdy kinds of 
evangelical Protestant communities where becoming 
Catholic can still cause surprise and dismay.  We 
began the class with a deep appreciation for our 
church backgrounds and their rich Christian life, but 
we also yearned for something deeper.  We have 
discovered a richness and fullness in the Catholic 
Churchðin its universal faith, historic experience, and 
sacramental grace.  In a sense, entering the Catholic 
church continues our journey in Christian community; 
in another sense, it inaugurates a new beginning.  We 
look forward to continuing to grow in the knowledge 
and life of Christ in the context of this greatly 
expanded Christian family.   
 

   David and Katie Pettegrew 
 

***************** 
 

Iôm very happy about joining the Catholic Church.  
The Spirit of the Lord called me into this Church, and I 
learned by having faith and trust in God, He will 
answer your heart and prayers.  It helps to be faithful 
to our Father in Heaven.  His word is true.  I am 
blessed.     

Tonya L. Clark 
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Stewardship of Faith  
Prayer of Abandonment 

Father, 
I abandon myself into your hands; do with me what you will. 
Whatever you may do, I thank you: 
I am ready for all, I accept all. 
Let only your will be done in me, and in all your creatures. 
I wish no more than this, O Lord.  
 

Into your hands I commend my soul; 
I offer it to you 
with all the love of my heart, 
for I love you, Lord, 
and so need to give myself, 
to surrender myself into your hands, 
without reserve, 
and with boundless confidence, 
for you are my Father.  
 Charles de Foucald  
   

Charles de Foucald was born into an aristocratic family of Stras-
bourg, France, on September 15, 1858.  His parents died while 
he was still quite young, leaving him a large fortune.  After a 
rowdy youth of spending his parentsô money on the best cham-
pagne and foie gras, he entered the military and did a stint in 
the French foreign legion.  His insistence that his mistress Mimi 
accompany him to social events for other officers and their 
wives earned him the contempt of his colleagues, leading to his 
defiant resignation from the military.  While living among the 
Muslim population of North Africa, he had developed 
a fascination with Islam and the Koran, but nevertheless re-
mained an agnostic.   
  

Once back in his native France, he embarked on a reli-
gious quest that led him frequently to stop in Catholic Churches 
to make this prayer: "God, if you exist, let me know it."  Finally, 
in 1886, he experienced a profound conversion to Christ, went 
to confession, and began discerning a vocation to some sort of 
religious life.  In 1888, he visited the Holy Land, and developed 
a love of Nazareth and devotion to the hidden, ordinary life of 
Mary, Joseph and Jesus.  In 1890, he entered the French Trap-
pist Abbey of Our Lady of the Snows.  Not long after, he was 
assigned to a monastery in Syria where his work was to super-
vise a crew of Muslim manual laborers who worked for the mon-
astery.  He realized at this point that he was called not to be 
a boss, but a servant and laborer himself, to be last as Jesus 
was, not first.   
  

So he left the Trappists and, after working as a gardener, was 
ordained to the priesthood on June 9, 1901, and returned to the 
Muslim people of North Africa to live among them as a her-
mit.  For fifteen years he lived "the hidden life of Nazareth" out-
side of Tamanrasset, a village of the Touareg tribe, a Berber 
people of the Southern Sahara desert, where temperatures 
could rise to 120 during the day and plummet to near freezing at 
night.  His days were spent in manual labor and such tasks as 
translating the gospels into the Touareg language, while most of 
his nights were spent in adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  On December 1, 1916, he was murdered by a band of 
rebellious, anti-French tribesmen. 
  

Charles de Foucauld was beatified by Pope Benedict XVI on 
November 13, 2005.  He is probably best known for his inspiring 
"Prayer of Abandonment."  Blessed Charles de Foucauld is very 
much like St. Therese of Lisieux, who died while Charles was in 
Nazareth.  For both of them, holiness was to be found in the 
midst of the everydayness of ordinary life, in the small things 
that we do that become great because they are motivated by 
great love. 
Resource: Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D. at 

www.crossroadsinitiative.com       05/03/09 

 

Stewardship of Faith  
 

Families  
 

Recently, my siblings and I inherited the task of dividing 
several of my parentsô picture albums.  There were World 
War II pictures from the Pacific Rim, friends and family 
gatherings, sporting events and vacation highlights. Many 
pages were filled with holidays, graduations, baptisms, 
communions and weddings. It was entertaining to go back 
in time and laugh at the out-dated clothing styles, hairdos 
and ñoldò surroundings. 
 
These family albums also made me pause and wonder 
about families in general.  Just what makes up a family?  
Indeed, our families are precious gifts from God.  We need 
to take time to care and give of ourselves to our family.  
Weôre called to be present at all times; to take the time to 
nurture each member individually.  Perhaps itôs the events 
not captured in pictures that tests our faith and stamina.  
There are many times that are difficult in family life, but we 
must be there for each other. In between the happy 
ñKodakò moments of family life are the struggles, tears and 
challenges.  We are called to be there for each family 
member, not just the ones that consistently make us proud. 
Recall Jesus as the image of the Good Shepherd and his 
love of the lost sheep or the Prodigal Son Parable. 
 
When I recall being in those ñtough loveò situations, the 
extended family comes to mind. We are surrounded by 
Godôs graces. God provides us with a family of friends for 
encouragement as well as a church family for spiritual 
guidance and counsel or the family of caregivers that 
support us through medical dilemmas.  We come to realize 
that we are never alone.  And we too must extend our 
family circle to embrace those outside our immediate 
family. 
 
We need to look no further than Christôs earthly family for 
our inspiration.  When my motherôs death was imminent, 
the nurse commented how mothers had a tendency to hold 
on longer than others ï probably to be there for her children 
one last time.  My reaction to the nurseôs thought was to 
think of our Mother Mary at the foot of the cross as her 
dying son called on John to ñbehold his mother.ò  One of 
Our Lordôs last human thoughts was that of others ï the 
robber, His disciples, His Mother. We may call it 
evangelization, stewardship or being my brotherôs keeper; it 
is one and the same.  Our faith is a gift from God.  We have 
the obligation, calling and duty to foster growth of that gift in 
others by our example in work, action and deed.  We must 
be that support to all.  Let us not fail to recognize the risen 
Christ coming to us in our ñeveryday picturesò of family, 
neighbor and friends.  

 

  05/10/09 
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Stewardship of Faith  
 

Seven Signs of a  
Stewardship Family  

 
1.  Time Together  
The family sets aside specific times when they can 
be together for meals, for recreation, for board 
games, or other ways they can interact (not attend-
ing movies or watching TV as a group, however). 
 

2.  Family Prayer  
The family has a set time for prayer as a familyðall 
there, all together, all praying. 
 

3.  Respect  
The family agrees that they must show respect and 
regard for one another.  In the event it is not shown, 
other members of the family need to intercede to try 
to bring the two or three who are lacking this regard 
for one another to an understanding of where they 
have failed. 
 

4.  Worship Together  
The family attends Mass weekly and worships as a 
family, arriving together, sitting together, and depart-
ing together. 
 

5.  Supporting One Another  
Members of a family may still have varied interests 
and be involved in a variety of activities.  Neverthe-
less, it is important for each member to find the time 
to be present to support siblings and parents and 
children at their particular activities and events. 
 

6.  Shared Responsibilities  
The idea that certain jobs are restricted to certain 
family members may help in an organized sense, 
but it does little to build a sense that all participate in 
the tasks required to operate a household and a 
family.  We are looking for each to step forward and 
say ñLet me help,ò or ñIôll do that,ò not ñThatôs not my 
job,ò or ñItôs not my turn to do that.ò 
 

7.  Service to Others  
Families need to find ways that they can serve oth-
ers as a family, and as part of a family activity.  
Working together at a mission or a soup kitchen or 
in similar charitable acts is excellent.  This does not 
mean that each individual 
cannot and should not provide 
service on his or her own, but 
there should be times when 
they do it as a family. 
 

From St. Patrick Church, Largo, 
Florida 
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Stewardship of Faith  
 

Family Night  
 
In tough economic and social times, it is 
important to keep a positive attitude. The health 
of your family members and co- workers depend 
on it, and that means your children too!  
Happiness is contagious!  Doctors have found 
they can actually watch the brains of socially-
connected, positive-thinking individuals grow and 
change in healthy ways, while the more static, 
worried brains of the less positive become 
inflamed and inactive. 
 
How contagious is happiness?  A professor from 
Harvard Medical School states, ñEveryday 
interactions we have with other people are 
definitely contagious in terms of happiness.ò  
Perhaps even more surprising is that the effect 
extends beyond the people we come in contact 
with.  When one person becomes happy, the 
social network effect can spread up to three 
degrees reaching family and friends and friends 
of friends. 
 
So enjoy the time you have with friends and 
family.  Simple tasks such as cooking together, 
game night, or family walks cost little, yet form 
strong ties that help us all find happiness in these 
tough economic times. 
 
Soé. set up a family night this week! 
 
ñGod has set you above companions by 
anointing you the oil of joyò Psalm 45:7 
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Stewardship of Faith  
 

The Family of God  
In the beginning of the Catechism of The Catholic 
Church, we read about Godôs plan to unite all man-
kind into the unity of His family, the Church.  As we 
read salvation history, the ñfamily of Godò is formed 
and takes shape all in keeping with our Fatherôs 
plan. Jeffrey Cavins describes scripture as ña letter 
written by our Heavenly Father to His children for 
the purpose of revealing Himself to them.ò   
 

Cavins points out, however, that ñthe novice soon 
learns that the Bible does not read like a popular 
novelé.it is not put together as a sequential narra-
tive at all.  The books are grouped by types of litera-
ture rather than linear narration.ò  For many, this 
quickly makes it hard to read the ñstoryò they are 
looking for when they start to read it. 
 

Cavins has designed a reading plan that strings the 
books together so the plot becomes evident and you 
can understand the meaning of the plot and make it 
your own story.  Scott Hahn explains, ñYou have to 
study salvation history in such a way that you can 
see yourself standing in that stream.ò Cavins has 
identified which of the 73 books are narrative in na-
ture and keep the story moving.  Cavinsô plan is to 
read these fourteen books consecutively and gain a 
historical continuity.  Once you know the framework, 
it helps you understand the other books. 
 

If you read just a few pages a day, you can read 
these 14 books in three months. Sounds like a great 
addition to your summer reading. 

 
Genesis 
Exodus 
Numbers 
Joshua 
Judges 
I Samuel 
II Samuel 
I Kings 
II Kings 
Ezra 
Nehemiah 
1 Maccabees 
Luke 
Acts 

 

Visit www.stpatrickcathedral.com for Jeff Cavinsô 91

-day reading plan and chronological information 

chart (appendix B in Stewardship Book). 
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Stewardship of Faith  
 

The Family,  
the Domestic Church, Gathering With 

the Rest of the Body of Christ on 
Sundays  

 

Parents, as the first educators of their children in areas of 
faith, can assist their children in realizing the sacredness of 
a church by fostering the following traditional practices 
upon arrival at church, which helps us to prepare ourselves: 

 

We make the Sign of the Cross with Holy Water to 
remind us of our Baptism.  For it is through 
Baptism that we have become one with Christ and 
can celebrate these sacred mysteries. 

We genuflect before the tabernacle, for we believe 
that Christ is truly present in the consecrated hosts 
it contains.  Once they were little wafers of bread.  
Through the power of the Holy Mass they have 
been transformed into the very Body of Christ. 

We bow to the Altar, for here the Sacrifice will be 
offered and from here we will take part in the Holy 
Banquet. 

Then we kneel or sit and pray, perhaps using the 
ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǎŀƭƳƛǎǘΥ  άaȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅΣ h DƻŘΣ 
Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅΗέ  hǊΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ƻƴŜ 
of the other great prayers written by the saints or 
found in prayer books to prepare for the 
celebration of the Mass.* 

 
What do you wear to Mass?  Proper attire is always a 
sensitive area because dressing for church is not about 
making a fashion statement and certainly not intended to 
make us feel uncomfortable or self-conscious.  When 
preparing for Mass ask yourself this simple question:  Is 
what I am wearing saying I am on my way to the most 
important thing I am going to do all week long? 
 
Leaving Mass early has, for some, become a bad Catholic 
habit. An emergency at home or some unusual 
circumstance should be the only reason to leave Mass 
before the liturgical ministers have left and the final hymn is 
completed.  When you leave early you disturb the prayers 
of others and decide that God isnôt worthy of our final hymn 
of praise.  Our attitude about prayer reflects where our faith 
priorities are.  If our bodies leave Mass early, perhaps our 
hearts were never there to begin with.  If you leave Mass 
early with your children, think of what you are teaching 
them by doing so.  Would you ever leave a movie before it 
is over? 
 
*Taken  from The Mass Explained, Monsignor James P. 
Moroney, 2008, the Catholic Book Publishing Company. 
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Stewardship of Faith  
Family as Service 

In the first book of the bible, Genesis, God was very clear 
about the role and responsibility of the people he created. 
He saw that the universe and all that he put in it was good 
but he was not satisfied until he could share it with others 
and put all of his creation into their care. 
 

So, he created a man and a woman, brought them into a 
permanent and faithful marital union and gave them the 
mandate to create other human life. And to this union or 
family of parents and children, he gave ñdominionò over all 
he created. 

Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness. Let them have dominion  over the fish 
of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and 
over all the wild animals and all the creatures that 
crawl on the ground." God created man in his image; 
in the divine image he created him; male and female 
he created them. God blessed them, saying: "Be fer-
tile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have 
dominion  over the fish of the sea, the birds of the 
air, and all the living things that move on the earth." 
God also said: "See, I give you  every seed-bearing 
plant all over the earth and every tree that has seed-
bearing fruit on it to be your food; and to all the ani-
mals of the land, all the birds of the air, and all the 
living creatures that crawl on the ground, I give  all 
the green plants for food." And so it happened. (Gen 
1, 26-30) 

Today, family takes on many forms. It may include one or 
two parents plus natural or adopted children.  But no matter 
how it looks, the family carries the mandate of ñdominionò 
throughout its life span. 
 

Although dominion carries with it a meaning of lording it over 
things and people, God used the word to connote a caring 
attitude. Since what he created was good, he wanted the 
intelligent beings he created to keep it good by being re-
sponsible for it. Therefore, the responsibility of each member 
of the family is service, that is, caring for each other and 
caring for the world around them. By accepting this 
ñdominionò, a family first serves God who bestowed on fami-
lies this privilege. 
 

Parents accept and carry out ñdominionò by first of all taking 
care of each other.  Their marriage vows were very clear 
about how their relationship must endure. Since marriage is 
a sacrament, they strengthen their relationship with God by 
honoring these vows on a daily basis.  Parents also serve 
God by caring for their children in a responsible way, re-
membering that no matter how children came to them, they 
are gifts from God. 
 

Children must also accept and carry out ñdominionò within a 
family relationship. First of all, they care for their parents by 
honoring them according to the fourth commandment. Their 
caring must also extend to serving one anotherôs needs so 
that the family grows in peace, joy and justice. 
 

Together, family members serve God by taking care of the 
world around them. Opportunities abound within the Church, 
their neighborhood, their environment.  By caring for the 
world around them, the world becomes a safer and better 
place to live. 
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Stewardship of Faith  
 

Fatherôs Day 
 

ñCongratulations, youôre a dad!ò are the joyous words 
that I recall hearing the day my son was born! 
Fatherôs Day is celebrated this month, and I cannot 
think of a more appropriate time to contemplate the 
Stewardship of Family.  This year, I am celebrating 
my second Fatherôs Day, and I cannot help but to 
reflect on my own brief experience.  I have learned 
more about myself, and what it means to be a 
ñresponsibleò adult during these first couple years of 
fatherhood, than I have in a lifetime.  Being a parent is 
an AWESOME responsibility! Albeit the most 
rewarding responsibility that I could possibly imagine. 
 
Being a father means being good stewards for our 
family.  Using the blessings that the Lord has given us 
to nurture our family seems like a natural concept;  
however, our notion of Family Stewardship should 
extend beyond simply giving freely of our resources 
back to our family.  As head of our Christian homes, 
we should contribute and lead the spiritual growth of 
our families.  We are reminded of this in Deuteronomy 
6:5-7: 
 

5
"You shall love the LORD your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
might. ñ 
 6"These words, which I am commanding you 
today, shall be on your heart.ò 
 7"You shall teach them diligently to your sons 
and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house and when you walk by the way and 
when you lie down and when you rise up.ò 

 
From these passages, God not only expects our 
unconditional love, but he also expects us to pass this 
love along to others, particularly our children.  These 
passages also suggest that in order for us to fulfill our 
responsibility in mentoring our childrenôs (familyôs) 
love of the Lord, WE must first love the Lord with all 
our heart, soul, and might.  Simply put, we are 
responsible to lead our family by example.  Wow, talk 
about an awesome yet rewarding responsibility!  I look 
forward to being a part of and 
watching my family continue to 
grow spiritually, and I hope you will 
also.  Happy Fatherôs Day! 
 

Adam Robinson 
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Stewardship of Faith  
 

Caring for Godôs Family 
 

I canôt think of a blessing Iôm more thankful for than 
family. Each member brings a unique perspective to 
the family unit.  Of course, that doesnôt mean there 
are never any disagreements.  After all, you choose 
your friends, not your family.  Regardless of any dif-
ferences, when you really need someone by your 
side, you turn to family. 
 

As Christians, we are also part of a larger family 
unitðGodôs Family.  As such, we have an obligation 
(not a choice) to be good stewards of this extended 
family.  The question becomes:  ñHow Can I Care 
for Godôs Family?ò 
 

Sometimes the answer is closer than you think.  Iôd 
like to introduce you to a friend of mineðKathy 
Millerðwho serves as a beacon of light to people in 
Bedford County. Through her homegrown charity 
efforts, she has helped many who need assistance.  
Among these are (1) establishing the NBC 
(Northern Bedford County) Clothing Bank; (2) col-
lecting enough donations to purchase a home for a 
family who suffered a devastating house fire (sadly, 
a four-year-old died, while his mother, who was 
pregnant, suffered burns to her face); and, (3) pro-
viding a truly ñMerry Christmasò for 10-12 families 
each year by shopping for gifts.  Her reputation to 
ñget things doneò has spread and a network has 
grown that she alone developed to aid neighbors. 
Kathy Miller is an inspiration to all who know her 
and truly a steward of Godôs Family. 
 

There are also other examples to follow right in your 
own back yard. There are many ways for members 
of our Parish to help here at home.  Two examples 
that come quickly to mind are the Saturday Morning 
Breakfast Program coordinated by Susie/Denny 
Brehm and the Sunday Evening Dinner Program 
headed by Barry and Jacquie Ryan.  There are just 

too many other ways to list 
each one in this column.  For 
more information, visit our web-
s i t e 
(www.stpatrickcathedral.com) 
or call the office at 232-2169. 
 

In the end, the answer to the 
question ñHow Can I Care for 
Godôs Familyò is to simply look 

around you. 
Yvonne Abela 
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Stewardship of Faith  
 

Being the Person  
God Wants You to Be - Part 1 

 
When God created each of us, he gave us certain talents 
and abilities. When we use these talents and abilities, we 
become the person God wants us to be.  We become the 
best version of ourselves and thatôs what stewardship is all 
about. When this happens, the Church that Jesus started 
can accomplish all that God has planned. 
 

In July and August, we are asking you to think about how 
you can use what God has given you to be a part of the 
ministries at St. Patrick Cathedral. 
 

Ministry of Stewardship/Evangelization  
 

Home Visitations  ï Contact Father Rozman - ext. 212 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults  - a program of 
teaching, faith sharing and fellowship for those interested in 
joining the Catholic Church.  To sponsor a new member or 
assist with the program by providing snacks, etc., contact 
Teresa Zellner, coordinator, Father Rozman, staff ext. 212. 
 

Baptism Preparation  - preparation for and 
following after the sacrament of Baptism. 
Includes an in the home interview with 
parents and godparents (when possible). 
Robert O'Donnell, coordinator. 
 

Bible Study Groups - Little Rock Scripture 
Study Groups meet at various times and 
places.  Robert O'Donnell, coordinator. 
 

Stewardship Committee ï meets monthly. Ministry fair, 
bulletin articles, and other activities help parishioners learn, 
live and spread their faith.  Contact Theresa Capricci at 
tcapricci@parealtor.org. 
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Stewardship of Faith  
 

Being the Person  
God Wants You to Be - Part 2 

 

Fr. Brian Flanagan recalls the life and the Catholic culture 
he grew up with in Philadelphia in the 1950s.  ñI was an 
altar boy.  I remember praying the rosary as a family, one 
of eight, every night.  How we lived and breathed our faith 
and thought nothing about it.  It was who we were and 
how we lived.  We did not apologize for our Corpus 
Christi procession in public or celebrations of Feast days.  
We were Catholic and that is what we do.  We even 
called public schools Protestant schools and could not 
understand why a Catholic child would go to one.ò   
 

Ministry in the Community of Believers  

 

Blood Bank ï Helping with the administration of the par-
ish Blood Bank through mailings and other types of cleri-
cal work; giving blood on a regular basis. 

 

Buildings and Grounds Committee  - lending expertise 
to the physical needs of the parish plant.  

 

Council of Catholic Women (CCW) - Empower and 
educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and 
service. 

 

Garden Club  - Taking responsibility for one of the flower/
shrub beds around the Cathedral Church. 

 

Knights of Columbus - Service-oriented group for men 
of the parish, meetings are held on a regular basis 
 

Marriage Preparation ï Couple to couple program of 
mentoring, an integral part of the marriage preparation 
program in the Diocese of Harrisburg. 

 

Prayer Chain ï Call for special prayer requests and/or 
call if you would like to be part of those who pray for spe-
cial requests. 

 

Respect Life Committee ï Meeting quarterly to discuss 
ways and means of helping people to know the life issues 
of our time. 

 

Sacramental and Special Programs for Children  - co-
ordinates Sacramental programs for First Penance, First 
Eucharist and Confirmation for children in the Cathedral 
School and the School of Religion. Offering special pro-
grams for children of the parish.  
 

Social Activities Committee ï Planning and executing 
social functions for the parish such as a parish picnic, 
parish socials. 
 

Sunday School of Religion (CCD)  - opportunities to 
share the faith with our children who attend public school 
(although all children are invited to attend) as catechists, 
substitutes, aids and helpers.  

 

See something that interests you?  Call 
the parish office at 232-2169 for more 
information about any of the programs 
listed above. 
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Being the Person  
God Wants You to Be - Part 3 

 

The Menôs Bible Class at a Harrisburg city church has the 
motto ñOthers.ò  I believe this one word sums up one of the 
most important parts of a Christian life.  This week our 
focus is on opportunities that especially serve ñOthers.ò 

 

Ministry of Serving Those in Need  
 

Bereavement - Assists family of a deceased parishioner in 
any way, especially by attending the Funeral Mass.  
Includes cake baker, family meal preparation, and 
companionship. 
 

Hospital Visitation  - weekly visitation of parishioners in 
local hospitals, enhancing the ministry of the hospital 
chaplain.   
 

Medical Ministry - Assist with monthly blood pressure 
screenings. 
 

Ministry with the Elderly / Parish Care Program - 
assistance to senior citizens and the homebound through 
Eucharistic Ministry, advocacy and linking a special needs 
parishioner with a parish "buddy".  
 

Ministry to the Hearing Impaired  - social and spiritual 
support group and an opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist 
weekly through sign.  
 

Saturday Morning Breakfast Program - Breakfast is 
served every Saturday morning to those in need.  
Volunteers report to Cathedral Hall from 6 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.  
Duties include cooking, cleaning and serving. 
 

Shining Light Thrift Shop ï Serves economically 
disadvantaged individuals by providing clothing and 
household goods through free and discount programs.  
Volunteer opportunities available Wednesday through 
Saturday and one evening in the shop.   
 

Sunday Evening Dinner Program - Dinner is served 
every Sunday evening to those in need.  Volunteers report 
to Cathedral Hall from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Sundays. 
Duties include cooking, cleaning and serving. 
 

Thanksgiving Food Drive  - Coordinates the boxes of food 
distributed to the poor of the City of Harrisburg from a 
collection taken on or around Thanksgiving Day. 
 

Adopt -A-Family - Assists with goody baskets to the less 
fortunate between the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Holidays. 
 

Pastry Pick -Up Help - Pick up donated pastries as 
available mostly Wednesday afternoons. 
 

Desserts for Food Programs - Provide desserts for 
Saturday breakfast or Sunday dinner.  Drop off on  Friday 
or Sunday. 
 

See something that interests you?  
Call the parish office at 232-2169 for 
more information about any of the 
programs listed above. 
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Stewardship of Faith  
 

Being the Person  
God Wants You to Be - Part 4 

When we started this series, we focused on 
the fact that God has a plan for each one of us 
and in order to carry out that plan for our lives, 
He gave us different skills, talents, etc.  This 
week letôs think about what happens when we 
use the talents God has given us.  We become 
the best version of ourselves.  What could our 
parish accomplish if everyone fulfills Godôs 
plan?  Letôs look at some things people work-
ing together as The Catholic Church have ac-
complished (from the Coming Home series): 
 
The Catholic Church compiled the Bible. 
 

The Catholic Church was responsible for the 
birth of both the education system and the 
health care system. 
 

The Catholic Church established orphanages. 
 

The Catholic Church developed the scientific 
method and laws of evidence. 
 

The Catholic Church has educated more chil-
dren than any other scholarly or religious insti-
tution. 
 

The Catholic Church has fed, clothed and 
housed more people in need than any other 
group or institution in history. 
 

When we look at this list, we may think wait a 
minute, can I really help accomplish things like 
that?  Yes you can. 
 

Think of the twelve Jesus started with: 
uneducated men,    
without social status,  

no money and  
no authority in the world. 
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Being the Person  
God Wants You to Be - Part 5 

The Mass  
At the Cathedral parish, the Mass is celebrated four times 
during weekends, daily during the week, and on Holy Days 
of Obligation.  There are many opportunities for members 
of the parish to assist with the Mass.  Check out the 
ministry opportunities below and contact the church office 
for more information. 
 

Altar Servers  - for young people grades 5 through 12 and 
for adults. Serving at the altar on weekends and/or holy 
days.  
 

Cantor  - leads the sung prayer of the congregation at 
weekend and Holy Day Masses. Must be comfortable 
singing alone in front of a group. Audition required. Contact 
Director of Music for more information. 
 

Cathedral Choir (Adult Choir)  - leads the sung prayer of 
the congregation at the 9:30 am Sunday Mass from Sept. 
through June, and on select Holy Days. Sense of pitch and 
love of singing in a group required. Contact Director of 
Music for more information. 
 

Children's Liturgy of the Word  - for children grades Pre-K 
through 2. Children celebrate the Liturgy of the Word at the 
9:30 a.m. Mass in Cathedral Hall and return to parents for 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 

Church Environment Committee  - planning and 
executing designs for the church sanctuary to reflect the 
various seasons of the Church liturgical year.  
 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  - 
distributing the Body and Blood of the Lord at the 
Celebration of the Eucharist on weekends and/or 
weekdays. Must be high school seniors and older. 
 

Instrumentalists and Organists - willing to use your talent 
at special liturgies throughout the liturgical year. 
 

Lectors  - proclaiming the Word of God at the Celebration 
of the Eucharist on weekends and/or weekdays. Must be 
high school age and older.  
 

Liturgical Sacristans  - helping to prepare for the weekend 
liturgies in between Masses and special events at the 
Cathedral Church. 
 

Money Counters  - helping to count the collection on 
Sunday and Monday mornings. 
 

Nursery  - a pre-school baby-sitting 
program during the 9:30 a.m. liturgy on 
Sundays. Security clearances are 
required. 
 

Ushers and Greeters  - helping with 
hospitality at weekend liturgies by 
welcoming, taking care of special needs, 
passing out the bulletin, taking up the 
collection and straightening up the 
church after services.  
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Stewardship of Faith  
Being the Person  

God Wants You to Be - Part 6 
Just before her death, St. Joan of Arc wrote:   
 

I know this now.  Every man gives his life for what he 
believes.   
Every woman gives her life for what she believes.   
Sometimes people believe in little or nothing and yet 
they give their lives to that little or nothing.   
One life is all we have and we live it as we believe in 
living it and then itôs gone.   
 

This week we focus on a variety of opportunities for min-
istry at our parish and in support of related ministries in 
our community. Contact the parish office for more infor-
mation about these ministries.   
 

Bishop McDevitt High School  - interest in supporting 
the high school through service or material contributions.  
 

Cathedral Consolidated School  - interest in supporting 
the grade school through service or material contribu-
tions.  
 

Archives  - helping to display and maintain parish histori-
cal records, photos and memorabilia.  
 

Vocation Awareness Committee  (Knights of Columbus) 
- parishioner efforts to encourage religious vocations 
within the parish through prayer, encouragement, and 
education.  
 

Welcoming Newcomers  - Pastoral Staff and Council of 
Catholic Women 
 

Christian Churches United - Meet with our brothers and 
sisters from other faith traditions in the downtown area to 
explore ways of spreading Christianity throughout the 
city. 
 

Ecumenical Activities  - joining our brothers and sisters 
from other faith traditions through prayer experiences 
together.  
 

Church Cleaning Sacristans  - taking care of the vest-
ments, cleaning the sacristy and altar area in the Cathe-
dral Church.  
 

Cleaning and Maintenance - helping to take care of the 
physical plant by sharing gifts of labor and skills.  
 

Office Volunteers  - helping with clerical work in the of-
fice on an "as needed" and "as available" basis.  
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Being the Person  
God Wants You to Be - Part 7 

 

25 Ways to Get Involved at the  
Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick  

 

1. Take the mission of Christ seriously. 
2. Take the mission of the Catholic Church seriously. 
3. Donôt take yourself too seriously. 
4. Ask for support from others. Choose a few people 

to get to know better. 
5. Take time to see God at work in your life.  He is 
thereéreally! 

6. Visit an inactive parishioner and let them know the 
parish cares.  Maybe you can help them in some 
way. 

7. Smile at others.   
8. Take the initiative to become active in our parish.  
Donôt wait to be asked. 

9. Listen to the opinion of others.  This may inspire 
you. 

10. Encourage support of the youth. 
11. Talk with your family about the meaning of the 

Mass. 
12. Tell our pastor youôre praying for him. 
13. Check out the list of ministries on the website - 

www.stpatrickcathedral.com 
14. Invite your friends to attend Mass with you. 
15. If you have musical talent, tell Nick. 
16. Contribute to the church.  Remember you reap 

what you sow. 
17. Pray for our parish. 
18. Read a few books on Catholicisméincluding the 

Bible. 
19. Help with the Saturday morning breakfast 

program. 
20. Help with the Sunday dinner program. 
21. Become a greeter at the Mass you attend 

regularly. 
22. Offer your help in the office. 
23. Remember ï YOU are the Church, YOU are 

important.  Because of your Baptism and 
Confirmation, ñI have called you by your name; 
you are Mine!ò 

24. Think of one additional way to help our parishé
write that under #25 and do it. 

25. ________________________________________
_____________________________ 
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Stewardship of Faith  
Being the Person God  

Wants You to Be - Part 8  
 

The Stewardship Committee was organized in 2008 
and is completing its first year of providing the stew-
ardship column in the weekly Bulletin.  Stewardship 
is one of the greatest ñthemesò in the Bible.  It starts 
in Genesis, and continues through Revelation.  
Many of Jesusô parables focused on stewardship.  
Stewardship is a complete lifestyle, a life of total 
accountability and responsibility.  We are the recipi-
ents and trustees of Godôs gifts and are called to 
use them with care and share them with others.  
Stewardship means how we use everything God 
has entrusted to us:  our physical body, our skills, 
our material possessions, our money, our family, 
and our business, are some things that come to 
mind.   Stewardship is truly the foundation of a 
Christian life. 

 

 When we started our work as a Stewardship Com-
mittee, we talked about the connection between 
spiritual commitment and stewardship.  We agreed 
that serious stewardship follows serious spiritual 
commitment.   With this in mind, we determined that 
we would focus our efforts on helping everyone to 
develop a better understanding of our faith and 
achieve a closer relationship with God.   

 

In todayôs reading from the Book of Joshua, we read 
about making the decision of whom you will serve.  
Joshua answers this when he says ñAs for me and 
my household, we will serve the Lord.ò  In the world 
today, many things compete to be priorities in our 
lives and some of the demands for our time involve 
the choice of serving man or serving God. 

    
In todayôs Gospel reading, we find the reaction of 
those followers who could not believe that Jesus 
was giving them his flesh to eat.  Clearly, they 
wanted him to say that the bread and wine were just 
symbols or just in memory of him, but he did not.  
Then we learn that ñAs a result of this, many of His 
disciples returned to their former way of life and no 
longer accompanied him.ò  When Jesus asked his 
Twelve if they were going to leave too, Peterôs re-
sponse was ñMaster, to whom shall we go?  You 
have the words of eternal lifeéò 

 

Are we going forward with our Lord or choosing a 
way of life without him?   

 

  Theresa Capricci 
  Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Being the Person God  
Wants You to Be - Part 9  

 

 ñHonor the Lord with your substance and with 
the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns 

will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be 
bursting with wine.ò   

(Proverbs 3: 9 -10) 
 
The term ñfirst fruitsò is not used a lot today.  We find it 
in the story of Cain and Abel, where God was well-
pleased with the brother who gave from his first fruits 
and not so pleased with the one who didnôt. In reading 
about the offerings Cain and Abel brought to God, the 
question for us is ñDo we give back to God from the 
top of our paycheck or the bottoméor just if thereôs 
something left at all?  Do we use our time and skills to 
serve God or are we too exhausted from other 
activities?ò Giving our first fruits means giving God our 
best. 
 
In July and August, we have focused on various 
ministry opportunities with the Cathedral Parish of St. 
Patrick and we hope many of you have decided to get 
involved in one or more of the ministries of our parish. 
In September, we will start to focus on a new area of 
stewardship and that is stewardship of tithing.  Maybe 
you think that stewardship of tithing is a financial 
decision.  Maybe you look at the budget and ask how 
much do we need to give to meet this monthôs budget.  
But tithing is not about all of us digging up enough 
money to pay the bills at this parish each month. 
 
Tithing is a commitment of the heart to help others.  
Tithing is a spiritual decision because it impacts how 
you live your life.  Personally, I can tell you that tithing 
is the best kept secret in the Bible. 
 
Tithing is dependent on how you live your life and isnôt 
something most folks can just start to do immediately, 
but you can start to change your life in steps.  Next 
weekéStep 1. 
        

  Theresa Capricci 
  Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Stewardship of Tithing  
 

Step 1 ï Attitude is everything!  
 

Today we begin the Stewardship topic of Tithing.  Stew-
ardship means deciding to live a God-centered life and 
how that impacts what we do with all that God has given 
us.  Stewardship of tithing is not a ñmoneyò topic but 
rather a ñspiritualò topic.  Our answer to ñWhose money is 
it?ò tells us about our relationship with God.  Itôs easy to 
have the attitude that the money we receive is ours, but 
according to God, itôs not our money but His.  ñMine is the 
silver and mine the gold, says the LORD of 
hostsò (Haggai 2:8).   
 

I have found that whenever there is a homily or talk about 
tithing, it can stir up different types of responses.  Some 
folks become upset with the pastor for even bringing it 
up.  Some folks respond to this idea by saying that they 
should give what they think they can.  The flaw in that is 
deciding that God should not have any say in what we 
give.  Itôs important to keep in mind that the Catholic 
Church did not create tithing, God did. Tithing is found in 
the Bible (Genesis 28:20-22), long before the time of 
Moses and the Law, and was practiced by righteous men 
long before Israel. If our giving is to please the Lord, we 
must have the right attitude about it.  
 

The attitude people have about giving tells the storyé 
 

In Mark 10:17-22 we learn about the attitude of the rich 
young man who wanted to go to heaven.  He appeared to 
have kept the commandments. But his riches were a hin-
drance to entering heaven. Jesus knew he had the wrong 
attitude about money and told him to ñgo, sell what you 
have, and give to (the) poor and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me."  But the young man went 
away. 
 

In Act 4:36-37, we read about the attitude of Barnabus 
who sold his property and gave the money to the apos-
tles.  He was called a ñgood manò because he wanted to 
help his brethren and gave liberally. 
 

We learn about the attitude of the poor widow (Mark 
12:41-44) when she gave all she had.   Jesus com-
mented on this as he saw what each person gave and 
how some gave from their surplus wealth while this 
woman gave all she had. 
 

Each of us should think: What the story would be about 
our attitude toward giving? 
 
   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Stewardship of Tithing  
 

Step 2 ï Start Today!  
 

Last week we started our series of columns on Tithing 
and the focus was our attitude about giving.  A few years 
ago a friend of mine was puzzled over the fact that the 
church he belonged to was having financial problems, 
yet the parking lot was filled with luxury cars.  The 
answer of course was the money was going to the cars 
and other material items and not to God.  Materialism 
has infiltrated society so much that itôs like a contagious 
disease that is spreading because there is no cure, or is 
there?   However, there is an antidote to materialism and 
that is giving.  Giving makes us focus on what matters 
the most.  St. Timothy wrote this and I believe it is 
especially appropriate in todayôs world:  ñCommand 
those who are rich in this present world not to be 
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
Command them to be generous and willing to share.  In 
this way they may take hold of the life that is truly life.ò 1 
Timothy 6:17-18 
 
It would be great if everyone who makes the decision to 
tithe could do it immediately.  But that is not always 
possible.  Since stewardship is a lifestyle, people may 
need to make changes in their lives to follow God.  Here 
are three steps to consider: 
 
1.  Make a plan:  Determine what you are giving and 
spending in relation to what you are earning.  Now you 
can start to control your own finances.  
  
2.  Start tithing from ñextraò money right away.  This 
could include a bonus, tax returns, gifts, and garage 
sales.  Resolve to give these funds to help you achieve 
your goal even faster.   
 
3.  Something that many folks could do right now is what 
I call the Happy Meal gift, and itôs based on the gospel 
story of Jesus taking the meal a boy in the crowd 
brought and using it to feed thousands and have some 
left over.  To do this just add the price of a Happy Meal 
($4) to your regular offering amount each week.  Why a 
ñHappyò meal?  The Lord loves a cheerful giver!  
(Remember the importance of Attitude!) 
 

   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Stewardship of Tithing  
 

Step 3  - Step Out of the Boat!  
 

ñYou need to get back in your seat,ò my husband 
yelled to me as our small fishing boat was rocking in 
the waves of a rough sea during our recent vaca-
tion.  So I climbed back up onto my seat from the 
floor of the boat and hung on as we made our way 
back to the dock after deciding the seas were not 
calm enough to be out fishing.  This reminded me of 
the well-known story found in the 14th chapter of St. 
Matthew, when the disciples were in a boat a few 
miles offshore which was being tossed about by the 
waves and wind.  I am sure the seas were much 
worse for them than we experienced, and Iôm doubly 
sure Peter didnôt have on a life vest as I did.  When 
we read this story, we can put ourselves in that boat 
and wonder if we would have had the faith to step 
out of the boat onto the water. 
 

When Sam and I decided that we wanted to tithe, 
we knew we could not start to give our tithe until we 
re-prioritized what we did with our money.  How-
ever, we did decide to immediately start to contrib-
ute a certain amount to our church believing just 
ñstartingò is important.  Then along came a new job 
that paid better, and we took that opportunity to use 
all of the additional money plus some and take a 
leap to tithing.  This was a great spiritual decision 
and required changing dependence on money to 
dependence on God.   
 

In this process, there are some questions to think 
about:  How much do I trust God?  Do I trust Him 
with my life, my soul, my salvation?  Or do I trust my 
strengths, my bank account, etc., instead?  Just as 
Peter was called to trust Jesus to enable him to 
walk on the water, we are called to have that same 
trust in Jesus with our lives.  We need to step out in 
faith to see how Jesus reaches out and helps us.  It 
is this deeply lived relationship with Jesus that will 
result in better decisions and lead to Godôs idea of 
prosperity, which is for us to build up treasure in the 
Kingdom, for that is where our true treasure lies. 
 

Will you step out of the boat? Jesus is waiting with 
His arms out. 
 

   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
09/20/09 

Stewardship of Tithing  
 

Step 4 ï Be a Kingdom Builder  
 

There is a connection between the depth of our spiritual 
commitment and stewardship (living a life that recognizes 
everything we have is from God). Every church has 
members who have different levels of commitment to their 
faith.  In reading about stewardship, I found one article that 
described three categories of givers as:  the tippers (if they 
get good service, they leave a tip), the bill payers (they 
base what they give on how close the parish is to meeting 
the budget) and the kingdom builders (they give as a 
privilege to be part of Godôs work in the world).  During our 
lives and our faith journey, we may have fallen into each 
one of these categories. Last weekôs column ended with 
Godôs idea of prosperity being to have our treasure in His 
Kingdom, thus the term ñKingdom Builders.ò   
 

Why would God be focused on where our treasure is?  
Because that is where our hearts are (Matthew 6:21) and 
God wants our hearts to be with Him. 
 

What we do with our money is all about where our heart is.  
Money is mentioned over 800 times in the Bible so what we 
do with it has some significance.  Throughout the Gospels, 
Jesus tells us to focus on making our best things the joys 
and glories of the other world, things that are eternal. In St. 
Matthew 6:19-21, Jesus gives us the following guidance: 

 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and decay destroy, and thieves break 
in and steal. But store up treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor 
thieves break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there also will your heart be. 

 

No one can serve two masters. He will either hate 
one and love the other, or be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon.  

 

Do not worry and say, 'What are we to eat?' or 'What 
are we to drink?' or 'What are we to wear?ô All 
these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them all. But seek first 
the kingdom (of God) and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given you besides.  

 

In the first letter to Timothy, the administrator of the 
Ephesians community, he is instructed to ñTell the rich in 
the present age not to be proud and not to rely on so 
uncertain a thing as wealth but rather on God, who richly 
provides us with all things for our enjoyment. Tell them to 
do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous, ready to 
share, thus accumulating as treasure a good foundation for 
the future, so as to win the life that is true life.ò  
 

In the Bible we are told by God, by Jesus and by the 
Apostles where to have our treasure.  Do you believe?  If 
you do, come be a Kingdom Builder.  
   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
09/27/09 
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Stewardship of Tithing  
 

Step 5 ï  
Is There a Devil in Your Garden?  

 

We are all familiar with the story of Adam and Eve and 
the Garden of Eden, which God gave them to take care 
of on his behalf. Adam and Eve are actually the first stew-
ards (people who do what their master wants them to do 
with his property and possessions).  However, all does 
not go well. The serpent (devil) is in their garden and con-
vinces Eve to eat the fruit of the only tree that God told 
her and Adam not to eat from. Why did Eve eat fruit from 
the forbidden tree? It appears that Eve didnôt trust Godôs 
directive on this. With encouragement from the serpent, 
Eve comes to the conclusion that she knows better than 
God, and thus it would be okay to eat from the tree.   
 

In this story Eve takes matters into her own hands and 
decides she can take Godôs property and use it as she 
sees fit (refer to the definition of ñstewardò above). Adam 
and Eve had permission from the owner (God) to eat all 
the fruit of the garden, except from that one tree, but they 
wanted it all. Do we believe we need to live lives that re-
quire all or almost all of what He gives us?  How often do 
we let someone or something tell us what is important 
and not God?   
 

In the third chapter of Malachi, we find God is upset when 
they stopped following his directives.  ñSurely I, the 
LORD, do not change, nor do you cease to be sons of 
Jacob. Since the days of your fathers you have turned 
aside from my statutes, and have not kept them. Return 
to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. 
Yet you say, "How must we return?" Dare a man rob 
God? Yet you are robbing me! And you say, "How do we 
rob you?" In tithes and in offerings! You are indeed ac-
cursed, for you, the whole nation, rob me.ò  
 

As usual, Jesus addresses this and more. In the 22
nd

 
Chapter of St. Matthew, we read His response when the 
Pharisees ask if they should pay taxes to the Romans.  
Jesus tells them to ñRepay to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar,ò however, he continues ñand to God what be-
longs to God.ò  Since the Pharisees were good tithers 
and Jesus still asked them to return to God what belongs 
to God, it seems he is talking about more than their 
money.  He is talking about their lives.  Since everything 
we have belongs to God, let us not only tithe, but dedi-
cate each day of our lives to God! 
   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Stewardship of Tithing  
 

 
Step 6 - Test God  

 

Last weekôs column focused on trusting Godôs way rather 
than our own.  From Malachi 3 we learned about Godôs 
reaction to the Israelis when they stopped following His 
statutes and returning tithes and instead were doing their 
own thing:  óéEver since the days of your ancestors, you 
have evaded my statutes and not observed them.  Return 
to me and I will return to you, says Yahweh Sabaoth.  You 
ask, ñHow are we to return?  Can a human being cheat 
God?ò  Yet you try to cheat me!  You ask, ñHow do we try to 
cheat you?ò  Over tithes and contributions.  A curse lies on 
you because you, this whole nation try to cheat me. (The 
New Jerusalem Bible at www.catholic.org.) 
 

Immediately following these verses we come to the one 
place in the Bible where God tells us to test Him (vs. 10-
12).  Here God tells His people what to do to gain His 
approval.   ñBring the tithes in full to the treasury, so that 
there is food in my house; put me to the test  now like this, 
says Yahweh Sabaoth, and see if I do not open the 
floodgates of heaven for you and pour out an abundant 
blessing for you.  For your sakes, I shall forbid the locust to 
destroy the produce of your soil or prevent the vine from 
bearing fruit in your field, says Yahweh Sabaoth, and all the 
nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of 
delights, says Yahweh Sabaoth. 
 

Why is this the one time God encourages His people to put 
Him to the test?   Was it because God knew that the love of 
money and possessions was and would be a major 
stumbling block for His followers?  Having money and 
possessing things is not evil. God created everything and 
we are not to reject what He gives us. What is evil is being 
so attached to them that we cannot bring ourselves to 
return part of what God gives us back to Him.  How sad 
that the rich young man did not recognize a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to exchange his possessions for a more 
abundant life with Jesus.  In contrast, we have Solomon 
who knew that divine wisdom from God was worth more 
than anything he could get on earth. 
 

From my personal experience and reading the experiences 
of others, I believe tithing is one of the best-kept secrets of 
our faith.  We must give up ownership of all we have and 
are in return for what God offers in their place.  Believe me 
when I say ñYou cannot out give God.ò 
 

   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Stewardship of Tithing  
 

Step 7 - Be a Tither!  
 

When I told people I was going to write about Steward-
ship of Tithing, I got some feedback that perhaps now is 
not the time to ask people to give money. So first I want 
to clarify that tithing is not about giving money but rather 
returning to God a portion (10%) of what He has given to 
us.   
 

Earlier this year, L. John Bueno, who works in world mis-
sions for the Assemblies of God, said òWhen hard finan-
cial times come, believers can take comfort in knowing 
that God is our true source of provision in life. His Word 
has a great deal to say about finances, both in good 
times and bad.  The disciplines of faithful work, saving 
money and the prudent use of resources have proven 
woefully absent among many of the hardest-hit busi-
nesses in todayôs current financial crisis. Yet Scripture 
has much to say about the path of the godly and their use 
of wealth. Godôs guidelines about money point directly to 
a critical truth ignored by many believers today:  Tithing.ò 
 

In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul praised the 
Macedonians for giving from their poverty and encour-
aged the Corinthians to follow their example. 
 

We want you to know, brothers, of the grace of 
God that has been given to the churches of Ma-
cedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, the 
abundance of their joy and their profound pov-
erty overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their 
part. For according to their means, I can testify, 
and beyond their means, spontaneously, they 
begged us insistently for the favor of taking part 
in the service to the holy oneséé may you ex-
cel in this gracious act also. 

 

The second important point about tithing is that it is one 
part of living a God-centered life.  If we use Godôs direc-
tives to make decisions about everything in our livesð
including how we spend our time, using our talents to 
serve God, having an active prayer life, knowing our faith, 
making family a priorityðtithing completes a stewardship-
filled life.  In addition, we will find ourselves better able to 
handle economic and other downturns.   
 

God knows things are tough and that tithing isnôt always 
easy, but He also knows it works and that it blesses us 
and leaves us better in the end.  ñLet us not grow tired of 
doing good, for in due time we shall reap our harvest, if 
we do not give up.ò (Galatians 6:9) 
 

Today we have ñerò names for people who participate in 
certain causes or beliefs such as truthers, birthers, tea 
baggers. We may have earthly causes, but the most im-
portant cause for us is to have our treasure be in heaven.  
Be a Tither! 
 

   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Stewardship of Tithing  
 

Ten Thoughts on Tithing 
 

 
1. Madison Avenue might tell us we are consumers; 

but the Church has baptized us and made us 
stewards. 

2. Tithing includes the ñillogicalò thought that by 
returning money to God weôre actually better off 
financially. (Consider this: whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.             
2 Corinthians 9:6.) 

3. Tithing may need to be a gradual process as we 
change our priorities and commit our lives to God.   
Start today with whatever you can. 

4. Tithing makes us better stewards with how we 
use the remaining 90%.  Itôs amazing how far nine 
tenths will go when blessed! 

5. Tithing is really an expression of obedience and 
reverence, acknowledging that all we are and 
have comes from God.  If we really believe in an 
omniscient and omnipotent supreme being (God), 
then we have to logically conclude that He really 
doesn't need our money, per se.  

6. Tithing is a family affair and needs to be part of 
our children's faith and money management 
education. Create a ñtithingò envelope for children 
to fill and take to mass for the offering basket.   

7. Tithing helps us focus on what we really need and 
is a great defense against materialism and 
consumerism.   

8. Tithing strengthens our faith. Generous giving is 
faith-driven, not priest-driven, impulse-driven, gain
-driven, emotion-driven, or even need-driven. 
What drives and propels our faithful giving to 
Jesus is faith in Him.  

9. Tithing gets its power from the mystical, 
sacramental nature of giving.  As members of the 
parish we should support the life of the Church 
just for itself.  Who will value the Church if we 
donôt?  Tithing strengthens our ministry, outreach, 
stability and vitality.   

10. Tithe out of love. Just as anything we do for 
Christ, tithing may not be easy.  But all we do for 
Christ is out of love for the sacrifice he made for 
us and out of love for all who seek him. 

 
In the words of King David, ñNow, who else is willing 

to contribute generously this day to the LORD?" 
 
   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Stewardship of Talent  
 

A Calling for Ushers and Greeters  
 

Why do we participate in ministries?  It may be compas-
sion for others, it may be in gratitude to God, it may be 
practical as the Church relies on parishioners to fulfill 
these roles, or it might be our personal need to humbly 
serve to become more like Christ. Throughout His minis-
try Jesus had emphasized the importance of serving oth-
ers for the glory of God.  At the Cathedral Parish of St. 
Patrick, there are many ministries for us to participate in.  
Currently, our parish is especially in need of additional 
Ushers and Greeters.  Ushers and Greeters provide an 
important role at Mass by helping others to worship.  This 
is a great way to become involved in ministry at the Ca-
thedral Parish.  You have the option to select the mass 
time(s) when you are available to serve. 
 

Whatôs involved? 
 

Ushers General Responsibilities: 

Arrive 20 minutes before Mass. 
Select two people or a family to take up the 

gifts of bread and wine. 
Make sure there are enough people to take 

up the collection. 
Help seat people as needed. 
Take the collection up at the preparation of 

the altar. 
Be available to seek medical assistance if 

needed. 
Open doors at conclusion of the Liturgy and 

handout bulletins. 
Clean up the pews (papers left in pews, etc.) 

 

Greeters General Responsibilities 
Arrive 20 minutes before Mass. 
Welcome those who arrive and pass out mu-

sic bulletins 
Take care of ñneedsò ï point out rest rooms, 

nursery, first aid, handicapped rest 
rooms, etc. 

Assist Usher when requested. 
 

If you are interested in serving in these ministries, please 
contact Margaret Peters, 232-2169, ext. 222, 
cathedralpr@ comcast.net. 
    Theresa Capricci 
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Stewardship of Talent  
 

On Fire for Godôs Choir! 
 

ñStop standing so close to me when you singðyou 
throw me off,ò my sister told me in church one 
Sunday. This remark and my failure to be accepted 
for my schoolôs choir give an indication as to my lack 
of singing ability.  At first I thought, maybe I shouldnôt 
sing in church, but then I learned verse 4 of Psalm 98 
ñMake a joyful noise unto to the Lord.ò  Whatôs 
important may not rely totally on how well we sing, but 
on being joyful, too. 
 
So the first thought this week is that we all are called 
upon to sing joyfully at Massémaybe singing on tune 
is the best, but I like to believe that being joyful about 
God is important. 
 
As great as being joyful is, there are certain times we 
need folks with singing talent. Our organist/choir 
director, Nick Basehore, is looking for parishioners 
who have been blessed with the gift of a good singing 
voice. If this sounds like you, please give serious 
thought to auditioning for the choir and/or to serve as 
a cantor.  If your musical talents are as 
instrumentalists or an organist and you would be 
willing to share those talents at special liturgies 
throughout the liturgical year, please contact Nick as 
well. 
 
I believe that our parish does not have any needs that 
God has not provided for through the talents He has 
given to each of us parishioners.  It is up to us to use 
our abilities to make it all happen.  We are coming to 
the time of year when we celebrate Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  As we return thanks for the gifts God has 
given us, let us also think about how to use the talents 
we have been given and return them to God in 
worship. 
 
For more information, contact Nicholas Basehore at 
232-2169, ext. 224. 
 
Remember, if you arenôt choir material, you are ñjoyful 
noiseò material.  Either way, we all need to be on fire 
for Godôs choir! 
 
   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Stewardship of Talent  
 

The Talent of Prayer  
 

Is prayer a ñtalentò?  Maybe not if we just provide lip 
service, but I believe that the strong belief that Saint 
Therese of Lisieux had in the power of prayer was a 
talent and gift from God.  In reading about Saint 
Thérèse we learn that she came to the Carmel con-
vent "to save souls and pray for priests."  My mother 
also had a strong belief in the power of prayer, and 
we learned prayers as children that we prayed each 
night.   
 

The power of prayer was shown to me this past 
summer.  I typically run each morning and some-
times my route takes me past the abortion clinic on 
Front Street in Harrisburg.  Usually itôs a Saturday 
that I take that my longer route and see pro-life sup-
porters outside the clinic with the goal of having an 
opportunity to change the minds of  the mothers en-
tering.  This summer I noticed that the clinic had 
planted trees along the side and front of the building 
in an attempt to make it hard for the pro-life support-
ers to be seen by the mothers coming for an abor-
tion.  The morning I first saw this I was just finishing 
my daily rosary and asked our Blessed Mother to 
pray that the new bushes would not survive if that 
be Godôs will (Deacon Clark assured me this re-
quest was not a sin.)  And then I watched.  I 
watched over the summer how just those bushes 
started to turn brown until the point that they were 
removed!  (I wonder how many others were praying 
for the same result.) 
 

As we strive to live a God-centered life, we must 
remember the importance and power we have in 
prayer.  Sometimes we may not be able to have an 
active role, but we can join forces with those who do 
through prayer.  Several years ago I met a woman 
at a retirement home who was just shy of 100 years 
old.  She was in a wheelchair and had her rosary 
beads with her.  The administrator commented that 
between catnaps, she spends most of her day in 
prayer for others.   
 

An elderly woman confined to a wheelchair and a 
young woman living a 
cloistered life of obscurity 
in a convent confirm that 
prayer is indeed a talent. 
  
 Theresa Capricci
 Stewardship 
 Committee Chair   
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Stewardship  
 

Stewardship of Self  
 

As a convert, one of my favorite ñdiscoveriesò was the 
saints. They all have inspiring life stories. The 
common thread is that each one of them discovered 
the person God meant them to be and then they 
became themselves.  This is what God wants all of us 
to doéto become the best version of ourselves. 
 

Stewardship of self is to discover the person God 
created us to be and then to be that person in all parts 
of our lives ï at work, in our neighborhood, with 
friends and family, on vacation ï everywhere.  In other 
words, stewardship is not just for church.   
 

As we make decisions about our lives, itôs important to 
keep in mind that Satan has a custom-made plan for 
each of us.  Itôs a plan that is so attractive that he 
plans to use it to turn us away from how God wants us 
to live.  However, God, too, has a plan for each of us.  
This is clear when we read about the saints.  Each 
saint walked a different path, lived a different life, but 
they all fulfilled the role God had for them.  God did 
not give the saints, anything that he has not given to 
each one of us.  We all have what it takes to be the 
best version of ourselves.  And we should never think 
weôre not qualified.  Do we need a special education 
to work for God or some tremendous talent?  No.  
Think of the twelve Jesus started with ï uneducated 
men without social status, no money and no authority 
in the world. 
 

Our challenge is clear.  We are to embrace a total life 
rooted fully in the example and teachings of Jesus 
Christ.  Now hereôs the most important thing to know:  
It is in fulfilling Godôs plan for our lives that will bring 
true happiness to us.  Read that last sentence again 
to make sure you remember it. 
 

In our home we have  prints of Jesus and Mary 
hanging in a central spot.  I see these every morning 
as I am getting ready for the day and they help me 
remember to ask ñWhat does Jesus want me to do 
today?ò   
 

What does Jesus want you to do today? Be the 
person He created ï 
yourself. 

 
Theresa Capricci 

Stewardship  
Committee Chair 

 
 
 
11/22/09 

34 



Stewardship  
Stewardship of Self ï Part 2 

 

While Stewardship of Self means each of us has 
our own path in following God, there are some  key 
steps that apply to all of us. 
 

Step One ï Know Your Faith.  Our faith guides us 
on how to live.  When Jesus came, His goal was to 
change how people lived.  And the early Christians 
learned from His Disciples and today we have their 
written words in the Bible.  Our Catechism is a great  
source of guidance also.  Everyone should have a 
copy.  There are also books to help us understand 
our faith.   
 

Step Two - Live Your Catholic Faith. Our Catholic 
faith is a public thing. Itôs not meant to be left behind 
when we leave home.  As I mentioned last week - 
God has determined and revealed the ways by 
which we would find true fulfillment and happiness.  
Real freedom is not found in doing what WE want, 
but in doing Godôs will.  This not always easy and 
itôs not getting any easier as we live in a society that 
is more and more turning away from God.  Every 
day we face choices that our faith can guide us 
through to do the right thing (thatôs why we need 
Step One).    
 

Step Three - Pass Your Faith on to Others. Our re-
sponsibility is to spread our faith to others. The best 
way to do this is to live a life that illustrates it.  For 
example, one summer while vacationing, we wor-
shipped at St. Paulôs Catholic Church in New Bern, 
NC.  It was exciting to learn that this parish had 
erected a pro-life billboard along a New Bern high-
way.  On the Website of the billboardôs creator I 
read how one of these billboards in another sate 
had impacted a pregnant teenager who was sched-
uled to have an abortion.  As this girl drove by a bill-
board that read, 'A baby is a baby, is a baby - Res-
cue me!' that message caused her to pull off the 
road and call the hotline number on the sign. She 
received the help she needed to give her baby life. 
This parish and others will probably never know the 
unborn children they saved by spreading their belief 
that all life is sacred. 
 

When we look at the first followers of Christ there 
was no question as to what they were giving their 
lives to.  Their faith was the center of their lives and 
it affected everything they did. They knew their faith, 
lived their faith and spread their faith. To the first 
followers of Christ, His death on the cross to save 
our sins meant everything.  What does it mean to 
you? 
  Theresa Capricci 
  Stewardship Committee Chair  
11/29/2009 

Stewardship  
 

Stewardship of Gratitude  
 

In Luke 17:11-19, we read about Jesusô encounter 
with the ten lepers.  As he entered a village, the 
lepers stood at a distance from him and raised their 
voice, saying, "Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!" He 
told them to "Go show yourselves to the priests."  
As they were going, they were cleansed.  However, 
only one of them returned to Jesus, fell at his feet 
and thanked him. Jesus said "Ten were cleansed, 
were they not? Where are the other nine?ò  He tells 
him to "Stand up and go; your faith has saved you."  
 
Stewardship is about living our lives in gratitude to 
God.  Our commitments of time, our possessions, 
the use of our skills, and our money reflect the gifts 
that we have, and the gifts we can share. All that 
we have comes from God, and we are called to 
return a portion to Him in thanksgiving.  Itôs 
important to remember that the main purpose of 
using our gifts is not to fill the ñneedsò that we have 
in our parish, local community or the world, 
although these are important. The real priority is the 
need that we have in each of us to be thankful and 
to express our gratitude to God. God asks for our 
first fruits, not because he is in need of them, but 
rather because we are in need of doing this for Him.  
This is our faith in action.  That is why Jesus told 
the leper who returned and thanked him that the 
leperôs faith had saved him. 
 
Stewardship is counter-cultural. While society 
encourages us to continually strive for more and 
more, stewardship helps us to recognize that we 
already have more than enough. In fact, we have 
enough to share.  As we start a new Church year 
with preparing for the birth of Christ, we can choose 
the way of the world by endless shopping, 
searching for the latest ñitò toy, going into debt, etc. 
or we can follow the way of Christ by reading about 
His life --- did you know thereôs a bestseller out by 
God? We can receive our Lord in the Eucharist at 
Mass. And following our faith can be a priority.   
 
Will Jesus find us in front of Him in gratitude or will 
He wonder where we are? 
 
   Theresa Capricci 
   Chair, Stewardship Committee 
 
 
12/06/09 
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Stewardship  
This Christmas Give Presence  

 
Among the visitors to see Jesus were the wise men, 
or the ñMagi.ò They knew this child was a ñkingò and 
felt it was important to go to him.  It is thought he 
was maybe one or two years old when they came.  
They brought the following gifts ï gold (a gift fit for a 
king), frankincense (used in worship of God), and 
myrrh (used to bury the dead).   
 
It seems that somewhere along the way, the focus 
on being with and bringing gifts to Jesus got lost as 
more and more emphasis got placed on baking, 
shopping and exchanging this worldôs material 
goods with each other. None of these things are 
themselves bad, unless that is what fills our time 
and focus during Advent.  Isnôt the main idea of Ad-
vent to prepare for the birth of our Lord? 
 
Just as the wise men brought gifts to the Christ child 
so, too, should we.  What gifts can we bring Jesus?  
Gift ideas for our Lord may include our voice in the 
Cathedral choir, our friendliness as a greeter, our 
reading ability as a lector, our teaching skills with 
the youth, our accounting knowledge on the finance 
council, our cooking skills for our dinner programé
our website includes many ideas.  Should the 
ñpresentsò we give be our ñpresenceò in the life of 
His Church? 
 
Another way of preparation is to learn more about 
Jesus by reading scripture.  We can take time each 
day to read about His life in the Gospels and learn 
how he wants us to live our lives.  We read emails 
all the time from friends and family, letôs spend at 
least that much time reading about our Lord. 
 
Waiting, watching and hoping used to be how Ad-
vent was spent.  What happened?  Even at mass, 
there are comments about ditching those Advent 
songs so we can have more time singing the more 
popular Christmas hymns. 
 
In a recent homily, Fr. Rozman talked about the 
second coming of Christ and asked if we will we be 
ready as no one knows when or where it will be.  I 
agree we donôt know, so I canôt be sure of this, but I 
really think it wonôt be at the mall. 
 
  Theresa Capricci 
  Chair, Stewardship Committee 
 
 
 
12/13/2009 

Stewardship  
 

Will You Let God Change You?  
 
This is the final Sunday in Advent--the time of preparation 
for the birth of our Lord.  The story of John the Baptist, who 
came to prepare the way for the Lord is prominent in 
Advent.  John wanted to help people be ready to meet their 
savior.  To do this he had to tell people things they didnôt 
like to hear.  He wanted people to repent of their sins and 
stop their bad habits and lifestyles.  Today John would not 
be considered politically correct.  (What is the title of that 
book?  Oh yeah - ñNo One Calls it Sin Anymore.ò)  Of 
course, John was not living by the worldôs standards but by 
the standards of God. 
 
At the time of John the Baptist, Israel was waiting for 
eagerly for the coming of the Messiah.  Some people 
thought John was the messiah and many people from 
Judea and Jerusalem sought him.  They found John in the 
wilderness urging them to get ready morally and spiritually 
for the Lord.  The people believed that when their Messiah 
came something new would happen to them.  And itôs true 
that by following Godôs commandments, we can enact 
Godôs earth-shattering, life-changing vision for us. 
 
What might John address in todayôs world? 
 

The fact that less than 30% of people in the 
United States attend mass each Sabbath? 

 
Parents who forget the promises they make 
at the baptism of their children? 

 
 The lack of knowledge about our faith? 
 

How sexual relations outside of marriage has 
become acceptable behavior? 
 
Why the Ten Commandments are treated as 
suggestions? 
 
What is this thing called football and why has 
it turned into a religion for some? 

 
When Christ knew his life on earth was ending, He created 
His Church, with Peter as the cornerstone.  This role for 
Peter gives us great hope as to how with Godôs help we 
can change our lives.  After all, who would think that a man 
who denied Christ three times would become the 
cornerstone of His Church? 
 
Jesus came to change lives.  Will you let Him change 
yours? 
 
   Theresa Capricci 
   Chair, Stewardship Committee 
 
 
 
12/20/09 
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ñWhatôs in a name?  That which we call a rose 
By any other name would smell as sweet.ò 

  (Shakespeare) 
 

When Mary gave birth, she and Joseph did not need to 
choose a name for the baby since God had already told 
them the childôs name would be Jesus.  This is in contrast 
to the name selection process most parents go through.  
Since Iôm writing this column for December 27, my birth-
day, it brings to mind the story my mother told me about 
choosing my name.  In those days, parents didnôt know if 
they were having a boy or a girl so nothing was final be-
fore the birth. My father wanted to name me after my 
grandmothers, which would have been Iva Rosa Apa 
(everyone wants all their names to rhyme donôt they?)  
My motherôs preference won out. 
 
I not sure when things changed, but for some children, 
their parentsô goal seems to be to find a one-of-a-kind, 
unique name or use something not normally a personôs 
name as a name.  Itôs as if the childôs name alone will 
bring success or make them unique.  (I canôt help but 
think these children will never find their names on those 
personalized magnets, key chains, etc.)  While a name is 
important, isnôt the kind of person that child becomes 
more important?  Isnôt what they are taught and being 
raised by a family that embraces their faith more impor-
tant?  After all, isnôt every child immediately unique be-
cause they were created by God?  We continue that 
uniqueness by using what God has blessed us with to 
live out our faith  
 
Would it have mattered if I would have been named Iva 
Rosa?  I really donôt think so.  What mattered much more 
was that my parents fulfilled the promises they made at 
my baptism. What mattered was that my family attended 
church every Sunday.  What mattered was that my 
mother taught us our faith and read the Bible to us.  What 

mattered was participation in the church 
youth group and the guidance from our 
pastors.  What will always matter is the re-
lationship I have with God as a result. 
 
So the question this week is ñHow does my 
life ñsmellò to God?ò 
 

   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 

 
(In loving memory of Eleanor Apa) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/27/2009 

Stewardship  
Are You Saved?  

 

How many of us have had someone knocking at our door 
or approaching us on the street with this question?  How 
many of us have ever felt we didnôt have the knowledge to 
answer this or another question about our faith?   
 

If youôre reading this article in the bulletin, chances are you 
are Catholic or thinking about becoming Catholic as I was 
ten years ago.  During my journey, I found that many folks 
who werenôt Catholic didnôt really understand Catholicism 
and had a lot of misinformation.  I also had Catholic friends 
tell me they wished they knew more about their faith.  (One 
way to do this is to become a sponsor with RCIA and 
attend the sessions with your candidate.) 
 

As Catholics, it is our responsibility to know our faith, and 
we need to take the time to do this.  We should always be 
ready to defend the Church that Jesus started.  There are 
two things that often stand in our way:  1. We donôt like to 
be obedient.  The secret to this is that it is by being 
obedient to God, we find true freedom.  2.  Itôs hard to be 
humble.  How often do we think we know better?  How 
often do we find an excuse to not obey?  God addresses 
this in His commandment to have no other Godôs before 
Him.  If you want to achieve peace in your life, the answer 
is to find out how God wants us to live and then do it.  
Jesus came to teach us how to live and established His 
church to guide us until His return. 
 

It is in Catholicism that we can find answers to lifeôs most 
troubling questions: Why am I here? Who made me? What 
must I believe? How must I act?  All these can be 
answered to our satisfaction, if only we open ourselves to 
Godôs grace, turn to the Church he established, and follow 
his plan for us. (John 7:17). 
 

There are many topics we can include.  One of the things I 
want to do is make sure to address questions you have 
about why or what Catholics believe about a specific topic.  
Please email your questions to cathedralpr@comcast.net 
and they will be forwarded to me.  If you prefer to you can 
send them to me at Cathedral Parish, 212 State Street, 
Harrisburg, PA 17101.   
 

My New Yearôs resolution is to learn more about my faith 
this year.  Wonôt you join me?  Iôm looking forward to 
hearing from you! 

   Theresa Capricci 
   Chair, Stewardship Committee  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
01/03/2010 
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Stewardship  
 

Sola Scriptura and Tradition  
 

After her recent visit to France, my sister-in-law 
shared with us a beautiful scrapbook she prepared 
with photos and memories of her trip.  Because she 
couldnôt include everything in the scrapbook, as we 
looked through it, she told us other details about the 
trip. 
 

This is a good example to help us understand Sola 
Scriptura. In general (this column is not meant to be 
a complete presentation), Sola Scriptura is a belief 
that Scripture stands alone and is self-sufficient as a 
guide.  If we look at the early Church, there was 
much emphasis on the importance and authority of 
Scripture to direct our lives.  But it was not used by 
the Church Fathers as the only source and meant to  
be independent of Sacred Tradition.  An important 
fact to remember is that it was Sacred Tradition that 
determined what books belonged in the Bible and 
which ones do not.   
 

In Catholicism, we believe in both Scripture and Tra-
dition.  Note the capital ñTò of Tradition.  This refers 
to Sacred Tradition as opposed to human traditions.  
Sacred Tradition is from God and cannot be 
changed.  In Matthew 15:3, Jesus took issue with 
the Pharisees for their tradition, not Godôs.  And 
Paul commands the Thessalonians, "So then, breth-
ren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you 
were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by 
letter" (2 Thess. 2:15).  
 

Scott Hahn, a well-known convert, shares in the 
book,  ñRome Sweet Home,ò that as a Presbyterian, 
he was taken back when a student asked him if eve-
rything is in the Bible, where does the Bible say that 
everything is in the Bible?  In fact many of the 
Churchôs beliefs and practices evolved long before 
the Bible was written or compiled centuries later.  
However, no Tradition contradicts the Bible.   
 

At the end of the Gospel of John (21:25), St. John 
writes, ñThere are also many other things that Jesus 
did, but if these were to be described individually, I 
do not think the whole world would contain the 
books that would be written.ò 
 

Bottom line:  There is only one word of God, but it is 
revealed in different ways. 
 

   Theresa Capricci 
   Chair, Stewardship Committee 
 
 
 
01/10/2010 

Stewardship  
 

Who Died and Made You Boss?  
 

This question is often heard when children are playing 
and feel that one of their friends is trying to boss them 
around.  Even as adults, we sometimes have 
problems with authority.  Both Protestants and 
Catholics have told me they have issues with the 
authority of the Pope.  I will tell you that the authority 
of the Magisterium was one of the first things that 
drew me to the Catholic Church. 
   
In his Gospel, St. Matthew clearly presents Jesus 
instituting His Church as the way to continue His 
mission and apply his work of redemption to souls 
until His return.  In St. Matthew 16:13-19 Jesus made 
Peter the ñRock,ò the foundation and ruler of His 
earthly Church after Peter confessed, ñYou are the 
Christ, the son of the living God.ò  Jesus replied, 
ñFlesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven.ò   
 
Jesus gave authority to His Church when he told 
Peter.  ñI will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind (prohibit) on earth will 
be bound in Heaven and whatever you loose (permit) 
on earth will be loosed in heaven.ò  Two meanings of 
bind and loosed  are of importance here:  the giving of 
authoritative teaching and lifting or imposing the ban 
of excommunication.  The Apostles have been called 
a "foundation" (Eph. 2:20), however, Jesus singled 
Simon Peter out as the "Rock." "Binding and loosing" 
is a charism given to all the Apostles (Matt. 18:18), 
but Peter is singled out for "the keys.ò The Apostles, 
who were familiar with Isaiah and the history of Israel, 
understood the imagery Jesus used. Today this is a 
problem when people who have no historical/biblical 
education other than their own views believe they 
have an infallible understanding of the scriptures.  The 
words of our Lord "He who hears you hears me, and 
he who rejects you rejects me" (St. Luke 10, 16) teach 
us that it is no small matter to reject those who He has 
placed in command over the Church. 
 
So to put it simplyé.Who made Peter and his 
successors the  ñbossò?  Jesus Christ! 
 
   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
01/17/2010 
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Stewardship  
 

The Doôs and Donôts That Really Matter 
When I was young, one magazine featured a popu-
lar fashion doôs and donôts page.  The idea was that 
you wouldnôt want to be caught wearing one of the 
donôts.  There were critical rules to fol-
low such as not wearing white shoes 
before Memorial Day or after Labor 
Day.  The ñdonôtsò were fun, but really 
not seriously important. 
 

The donôts that are important are those that John 
the Baptist urged people to stop doing and repent 
for in preparation for Jesus ministry. Today some 
folks like to explain away the dangers of sin with the 
belief that Jesusô death took away any repercus-
sions for our sins.  If that were true, do you think 
John the Baptist would have been on a mission to 
repent? 
 

One way to avoid sin is to be aware of how easily 
we can get caught up in something wrong. In the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church of1866, seven 
sins are described as Capital Sins ñbecause they 
engender other sins, other vices.ò  They are pride, 
avarice, envy, wrath, lust, gluttony, and sloth or 
acidia.  (You may have heard these also called capi-
tal vices or cardinal sins).  By the way, if youôve 
heard there are new capital or deadly sins, that is 
not correct. 
 

A lot of things may have changed since 1866, but 
unfortunately, I believe the need for knowing and 
understanding these sins is more important than 
ever.  These seven sins lead to or are at the root of 
the wrong we do. 
 

Letôs take a look at the meaning of each of these 
sins: 
 

Pride ï Unrestrained appreciation of our own worth 
Avarice ï Greed, immoderate desire for earthly 
goods 
Lust ï Hankering for impure pleasures 
Anger ï Inordinate desire for revenge 
Gluttony ï Unrestrained use of food and drink 
Envy ï Sorrow over anotherôs good fortune 
Sloth ï Laxity in keeping the Faith and the practice 
of virtue 
 

Now back to the white shoeséIôm wondering--How 
many people followed this rule religiously and yet 
question those rules that come from Jesus or the 
Church He started??? 
 

   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
01/24/2010 

Stewardship  
 

Doôs to Live By 
 

Last week we started the Doôs and Donôts for living.  Itôs 
important to be aware of the seven capital sins (the donôts) 
so we can do better at avoiding sin.  To help us in our 
endeavor, today we turn to the ñdoôsò -- seven moral and 
theological virtues.   
 

Humility - To avoid pride, practice humility.  When we are 
humble we recognize pride and work to over come it in our 
lives. Seek God always to attain this virtue. 
 

Charity - Avoid avarice by being generous, kind and 
merciful.  In place of focusing on obtaining material things, 
resolve to spend more to help the poor, for missions, and 
other works of charity.  If my Bible is correct, Jesus did not 
give this charge to the government, but to His Church. 
 

Chastity - The battle against lust requires a constant 
custody of our senses, thoughts, desires and speech.   "He 
that loveth danger shall perish in it." (Ecclus. 3:27).  Prayer 
is the best remedy. 
 

Meekness ï We need to control ourselves and practice 
meekness so as not to give in to our anger.  Determine why 
we become angry and work and pray to overcome it.  In the 
Our Father we pray ñForgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us."   
 

Temperance  - Moderation in eating and drinking is inspired 
by Jesusô example of penance, sobriety, abstinence and 
mortification.  ñEat to live, donôt live to eat.ò 
 

Brotherly Love - Envy is one of our most difficult 
challenges. Prayer and practice of humility are the 
strongest remedies against it.   
 

Diligence ï Be strong against laziness through prayer, 
partaking of the sacraments and devotion to the Holy Spirit 
(divine love). 
 

The Seven Capital Sins and their Contrary Virtues  

 
 
   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 
01/31/2010 

Capital Sin Definition Contrary Virtue 

 Pride 
 Unrestrained appreciation of our own 
worth 

 Humility 

 Avarice 
 Greed, Immoderate desire for earthly 
goods 

 Charity 

 Lust  Hankering for impure pleasures  Chastity 

 Anger  Inordinate desire for revenge  Meekness 

 Gluttony  Unrestrained use of food and drink  Temperance 

 Envy  Sorrow over another's good fortune  Brotherly Love 

 Sloth 
 Laxity in keeping the Faith and the 
practice of virtue 

 Diligence 
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Stewardship  
 

The Great Divorce 
 

ñThe Great Divorceò is the title of a story by C.S. Lewis 
about a bus ride through hell, then heaven and the choices 
we make on earth.  The great divorce is a reference to a 
final separation of us from God.  This leads me to a question 
Iôve been asked:  ñIs there a sin that we will not be forgiven 
for by God?ò   
 

*Through its Catechism, the Catholic Church teaches that:  
"'Whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.' [Mk. 3:29; Mt. 
12:32; Lk. 12:10] There are no limits to the mercy of God, 
but anyone who deliberately refuses to accept his mercy by 
repenting, rejects the forgiveness of his sins and the salva-
tion offered by the Holy Spirit. [John Paul II, DeV 46]  Such 
hardness of heart can lead to final impenitence and eternal 
loss. 
 

The Church has identified six sins against the Holy Spirit: 
 

(1) Despair.  "By despair, man ceases to hope for his per-
sonal salvation from God, for help in attaining it or for the 
forgiveness of his sins. Despair is contrary to God's good-
ness, to his justice - for the Lord is faithful to his promises - 
and to his mercy." (C.C.C. # 2091)  
 

(2) Presumption of God's mercy - "There are two kinds of 
presumption. Either man presumes upon his own capacities, 
(hoping to be able to save himself without help from on 
high), or he presumes upon God's almighty power or his 
mercy (hoping to obtain his forgiveness without conversion 
and glory without merit)." (C.C.C. # 2092) 
 

(3) Impugning the known truth. (Clarification: To "impugn" 
the known truth means to attack it by word or argument, to 
resist it, to contradict it, or even to oppose the known truth or 
to challenge it as false.) 
 

(4) Envy the spiritual good of another (Clarification: Regard-
ing the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the First Letter of Paul to the 
Corinthians states, "All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually as the Spirit 
chooses." To envy the spiritual good of another is to ques-
tion the Divine judgment of the Holy Spirit in His distribution 
of spiritual gifts. It is to be jealous of another person who has 
a gift different than one's own gift. Through envy, one rejects 
the gift that he has received from the Holy Spirit, determining 
in his own mind that the gift he has received is not good 
enough for him and he wants someone else's gift.) 
 

(5) Obstinacy in sin (Clarification: To be "obstinate" means 
to resist the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit, to be stub-
born, to persist in sin, to be unyielding.) 
 

(6) Final impenitence  (Clarification: "Impenitence" means to 
be uncontrite, unrepentant, hardened, unconverted, to be 
without regret, shame or remorse.) 
 

*from Catholic Doors Ministry 
 

The Holy Spirit spends the life of each of us trying to bring 
Jesus Christ into it.  It is up to each one of us to accept Him. 
 

   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 

02/07/2010 
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Love and Marriage  
St. Valentine may have been a priest in the Roman Empire 
who helped persecuted Christians during the reign of 
Claudius II, was jailed and beheaded on Feb. 14, OR he 
may have been a Catholic bishop of Terni who was 
beheaded during the reign of Claudius II, OR someone 
who secretly married couples when marriage was 
forbidden, OR suffered in Africa, OR wrote letters to his 
jailer's daughter and was probably beheaded. While 
popular, the confusion over St. Valentine and the origin of 
Valentineôs Day led the Catholic Church to drop it from the 
Roman calendar of official, world-wide Catholic feasts.  
 

Regardless of the roots of Valentine's Day, today it is 
celebrated as a holiday about love. Love often leads to 
marriage. The Bible tells us that marriage comes from the 
loving hand of God, who fashioned both male and female 
in the divine image (see Gn. 1:27).  A man ñleaves his 
father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of 
them become one bodyò (Gn. 2:24).  The man recognizes 
the woman as ñbone of my bones and flesh of my 
fleshò (Gn 2:23).  God blesses the man and woman and 
commands them to ñbe fertile and multiplyò (Gn 1:28).   
 

The valid marriage of baptized Christians is a sacrament.  
Jesus Christ made marriage a symbol of his love for his 
Church (see Eph 5:25-33). A sacramental marriage lets the 
world see, in human terms, something of the faithful, 
creative, abundant, and self-emptying love of Christ. A 
marriage in the Lord with his grace will bring the spouses to 
holiness. Their love, manifested in fidelity, passion, fertility, 
generosity, sacrifice, forgiveness, and healing, makes 
known God's love in their family, communities, and society. 
This Christian meaning confirms and strengthens the 
human value of a marital union (see CCC, nos. 1612-1617; 
1641-1642). 
 

Jesus taught that ñwhat God has joined together, let no 
man put asunderò (Matt 19:6).  However, some marriages 
are entered into without the needed maturity or full 
knowledge and ability to keep such a commitment, or 
without full free will due to external pressures. A person 
may ask the Church to determine if a previous marriage 
was a valid marriage. A Catholic annulment is a declaration 
from a diocesan Tribunal that the marriage bond was less 
than such a covenant for life because it was lacking 
something necessary from the very 
beginning. 
 

Today is good day to honor the 
companionship involved in Marriage, 
which is unique and cannot be achieved 
outside of marriage. The unconditional 
lifelong commitment made in marriage 
makes it quite different from just living 
together.  God always seems to know the 
right way to do things.  Doesnôt He?   

 
 

   Theresa Capricci 
   Stewardship Committee Chair 
02/14/2010 
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First Comes Love, Then Comes Mar-
riage, Then Comes BabyéMaybe? 

 
When I was in RCIA, a Catholic co-worker told me that a 
lot of Catholics donôt pay attention to the teachings 
against contraception.  I also learned that my co-worker 
believed this teaching was created by the church, rather 
than coming from God.  Sadly, this person is now di-
vorced due to a disagreement about having a family at 
all.   
 

In Genesis 38:9-10 we read ñThen Judah said to Onan, 
"Unite with your brother's widow, in fulfillment of your duty 
as brother-in-law, and thus preserve your brother's line.  
Onan, however, knew that the descendants would not be 
counted as his; so whenever he had relations with his 
brother's widow, he wasted his seed on the ground, to 
avoid contributing offspring for his brother. What he did 
greatly offended the LORD, and the LORD took his life 
too.ò  
 

Today most Protestants think contraception is a ñCatholic 
thing.ò However, no Christian faith approved of contra-
ception prior to the Anglican Lambeth Conference in 
1930.  So the Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant faiths all 
opposed contraception as gravely sinful until only two 
generations ago.  Interestingly, the father of the Lutheran 
faith, Martin Luther, passionately addressed Onanôs ac-
tions, ñOnan must have been a malicious and incorrigible 
scoundrel.  This is a most disgraceful sin.  It is far more 
atrocious than incest and adulteryé.He deserved to be 
killed by God.  He committed an evil deed.  Therefore 
God punished himé.That worthless fellowépreferred 
polluting himself with a most disgraceful sin to raising up 
offspring for his brother ñ (Lectures on Genesis:  Chap-
ters 38-44; 1544; LW, 7, 20-21).   
 

Some folks want to believe Onan was punished by God 
for disobeying the ñlevirate law,ò whereby a brother of a 
dead husband was to take his sister-in-law as his wife 
and have children with her (Deut. 25:5-10); however, that 
was not the issue as the levirate law does allow the 
brother the option of refusing.   
 

Like many today, Onan wanted a separation of sex from 
procreation.  Today many believe they have a right to 
have sexual relations without creating a baby and if con-
traception fails, then they have 
the right to abort the baby.  
The belief about contraception 
is one area that is a great chal-
lenge to Christians who face a 
strong effort by the world to 
have them compromise Godôs 
moral commandments about 
sexuality and procreation.   
 

When, oh when, will we be 
united in being ñpro-Godò? 

Theresa Capricci 

02/21/2010       Stewardship Committee Chair  

Stewardship  
 

Will You Be a Carrier of the Holy Spirit?  
 

One gift that God has given to all of us is the call to 
evangelize.  It is up to us to help bring new followers 
to the Lord and to help bring home those who have 
left the Catholic faith.  I bet youôre thinking ñIs this 
great news or what?  How do I get started?ò  All right, 
maybe this hasnôt generated that kind of enthusiasm 
in you.  So I ask you this:   ñDo you believe your life is 
better having the Lord in it?ò  If yes, why would you 
not want to share that with others? Do you 
recommend movies, televisions shows, restaurants, 
travel destinations, etc., to others? 
 
When I was in RCIA, one of our friendsða life-long 
Catholicðdiscovered he was not as knowledgeable 
about his faith as he wanted to be. He made it a 
priority to learn/relearn his faith.  Recently, I heard him 
as a caller on a local radio television show addressing 
the increase in the number of Catholics standing up 
for their faith. This must be a priority as todayôs culture 
is filled with efforts to prioritize accumulation of 
wealth, materialism and more. These efforts will 
continue to fill the void left by the lack of 
evangelization of others. 
 
What can we do? 
 

*Proclaim the good news to others and invite them to 
church.   
 

*At Mass welcome others. Imagine if someone comes 
to Mass and no one says hello? Hereôs a good 
general greeting: ñWeôre glad to have you here today. 
I donôt recall meeting you before.ò 
 

*And most important of all--start with authentic living---
being real, seeking truth, and taking counter-cultural 
stands. Actions speak louder than words!  
 
Hereôs the bottom line. In our evangelization efforts, 
itôs not us but the Holy Spirit who is in control.  The 
Holy Spirit works through us to bring that person to 
God. Before Jesus ascended to Heaven, he told His 
disciples ñBut you will receive power when the holy 
Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.ò (Acts 1:8) 
 
Will you be a carrier of the Holy Spirit?  You already 
are. 
 

 Theresa Capricci 
 Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Sophieôs Choice 
Sophie was a washerwoman in San Francisco who 
was always praising the Lord, even though she had 
to do so much laundry and worked very hard.  One 
day, on the streetcar, she met a lady who knew her 
and Sophie said to her, "Do you know where Iôve 
been recently?  I've been to China, I've been to In-
dia, I've been to the South Sea Islands--all those 
places this past week and this past month and this 
past year!" The lady looked at her a little oddly, 
knowing that she never even left town! In fact, she 
was so poor that she could hardly even afford to 
ride the streetcar! 
 
The lady replied, ñWhat do you mean, Sophie?  You 
havenôt even been out of San Francisco!ò  And 
Sophie said, "Oh, yes I have! You know that money 
I earn from washing clothes?--That money is me!  
It's my blood, sweat, tears and toil! It's a part of me 
and I gave it to the missionaries, and it has gone out 
all over the world preaching the Gospel with them 
wherever they went!--So I've been to all those 
places!" 
 
One of the best ways to evangelize is to live your 
faith.  I believe that Sophieôs life illustrates this.  For 
the next two weeks, we will be welcoming fellow 
Catholics from other parishes to talk about how they 
live their faith, with a focus on their decisions about 
tithing.  It is interesting that even though we live in 
one of the wealthiest countries of the world, as indi-
viduals and as a nation we are in great debt.  In 
spite of all God has given to us, why has that not 
been enough for us?  In different ways God shares 
with us how he wants us to live in all aspects of our 
lives, including what we do with our money,  We can 
choose to follow Godôs way or our own.  It a choice 
we all must make.    
 
May we all be inspired by Sophieôs choice! 
 

 Theresa Capricci 
 Stewardship Committee Chair 

 

03/07/2010         

Stewardship  
 

Are You in Love?  
 

The first year of worshipping at the Cathedral, I found 
that attending the Vigil Mass meant that for a period of 
time when the church is in full darkness, you cannot 
see the stained glass pictures on the windows 
illustrating the lives of Jesus and His followers.  
However, I realized that in the darkness they illustrate 
a different but important pointðeven though we 
cannot see Jesus or the saints, they are always with 
us.  As Catholics, we believe the Saints in Heaven are 
a ñcloud of witnessesò watching those of us on earth.  
In Hebrews 12:1: ñTherefore, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let 
us run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us.ô 
 
Just as we believe the saints will come to our aid and 
mediate for us, we also benefit from our fellow 
Christians on earth who come to our aid and pray for 
us as well.  This weekend and next, we have some of 
our fellow Christians with us to witness how their faith 
has shaped their lives.  Public speaking isnôt easy.  
But imagine speaking to a parish that is not the one 
you belong to and not knowing many (or anyone) in 
attendance.  Then add to that your topic is about your 
faith and how it impacts how you live your life.   
 
I think these folks illustrate what it means to be in love 
with the Lord; to believe that Jesus Christ is 
everything.  This quote from Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ, 
sums it up well, ñNothing is more practical than finding 
God, that is, than falling in a love in a quite absolute, 
final way. What you are in love with, what seizes your 
imagination will affect everything. It will decide what 
will get you out of bed in the mornings, what you will 
do with your evenings, how you spend your 
weekends, what you read, who you know, what 
breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy and 
gratitude. Fall in love, stay in love, and it will decide 
everything.ò 
 
When we fall in love with Jesus it is not a question if 
we will give our time, talent and treasure to Him, but 
how.   
 

 Theresa Capricci 
 Stewardship Committee Chair 
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Possessed!  
 

We often hear the word ñpossessedò used in relation 
to the devil or perhaps someoneôs all-consuming 
efforts to attain a goal, whether in be in sports, ca-
reer or some other part of their life. Sometimes folks 
are so consumed with multi-tasking that we may 
wonder if they ever slow down to just enjoy the day.  
In spite of the many things we have attained in this 
country, studies indicate we are no happier than we 
were 50 years ago even though we are richer, may 
work shorter hours, travel more, have longer lives 
and are healthier.   
 

Being ñpossessedò is addressed by St. Paul in his 
letter to the Philippians (3:8-14).  He describes be-
ing taken possession of by Christ Jesus.  However, 
he says he has not taken possession yet, but is still 
pursuing his goal of eternal life that will be achieved 
through Jesus Christ.  Paul tells us that he has lost 
ñall thingsò for the sake of Christ.  When Paul writes 
this, he is in jail and facing possible deathða situa-
tion that can certainly clear your thinking.  He puts 
forth that nothing in life is worth it if it causes a 
separation of us from Christ. It reminds me of the 
modern sayingéNo one on his death bed ever said, 
ñI should have spent more time at the office.ò 
 

Sanctification is Christ coming to us.  Justification is 
our coming to Christ. Entire sanctification is to be 
entirely possessed by Christðso filled with His life 
that sin and Satan are cast out.  This is the secret to 
holy living.  Paul realized this needed to be his goal 
in life as he realizes all the ñthingsò he had were 
nothing more than ñrubbishò compared to what he 
has found with Christ. 
 

There is only room for so much in our lives.  Each of 
us is challenged to examine anything in our life that 
separates us from our Lord.  If Christ is in posses-
sion of our hearts, then we do the things He would 
do if He was here on earth.   
 

Possessed by Christ?  May we all achieve this goal! 
 

Theresa Capricci 
Stewardship/Evangelization 

Committee Chair 
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Who/What is Your God?  
 

When I was a child, my family belonged to a church with a 
large sanctuary.  There were so many people attending 
each Sunday that a second worship service was added. As 
I grew older, we had fewer and fewer people. I wondered 
what the people who used to attend worship services were 
doing.   
 
Today the number of people who attend church regularly is 
not 50%, not even 30% of the population. Where is 
everyone? What happened to the Lordôs commandment to 
ñRemember to keep holy the Sabbath Dayò?  The Sabbath 
was instituted by God to establish a regular day on which 
He, as creator, was to be honored. It also served as a 
memorial of Israelôs liberation from bondage in Egypt (Ex 
31:15-16).  As Christians, our observance of Sunday as the 
Lordôs Day not only worships God as Creator, but honors 
Christ, the Son, in his passion, death, and resurrection. 
Through the Paschal Mystery, the ñspiritual truthò of the 
Jewish Sabbath was fulfilled.  Because Jesus rose from the 
dead on Sunday, our Lordôs Apostles changed the day of 
worship, and early Christian communities then met together 
on Sundays to share the Eucharist, thus honoring the 
Sabbath.   
 
Have you ever, as I have, wondered why God made 
keeping the Sabbath one of the commandments, along with 
what seem to be much more serious issues---stealing, 
murder, false witness, adultery?  Then I realized this leaves 
no doubt that what we do on the Lordôs Day is extremely 
important to God and to us. 
 
What do we consider more important than worshipping 
God?  What is so important to us that we canôt honor the 
Sabbath? When we answer that question, we can 
understand why Godôs first commandment was ñI am the 
Lord your God, you shall have no other gods before me.ò  
Having other ñgodsò is the general answer to the lack of 
attendance at worship on the Sabbath.  
 
Today is Palm Sunday when many people 
cheered Jesus as he entered Jerusalem, but 
many fell away as the week went on, leaving 
only a few with Him as he was hung on the 
cross.  If any one of us has left Jesus, this 
week is an opportunity to start to walk with Him 
again.  
 
Every Sabbath Jesus comes to each one of us in the 
Eucharist.  Will you come to Him?  

 
 

Theresa Capricci 
Stewardship/Evangelization 

Committee Chair 
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ñWhat should I do to inherit  
eternal life?ò 

 

I was exchanging beliefs about faith with someone 
who does not believe that anything we do, or donôt do, 
impacts our eternal life.   
 
We read in James 2:24: ñYou see that a man is justi-
fied by works and not by faith alone.ò  As Catholics, we 
believe there is an organic relationship between faith 
and works.  They are not opposed to each other but 
rather inseparable.  We have to have faith to produce 
works that are truly good and our works are the evi-
dence of our true faith.  We might have people tell us 
that the Catholic Church asserts salvation through 
works, but that is not correct.  You may hear this from 
someone who believes in ñfaith alone.ò  However, be-
ing justified by faith alone is not part of any single 
verse or a theme in the Bible. 
 
Now to todayôs question, which the young ruler posed 
to Jesus in Luke 18:18-25, and Jesus replied to him by 
saying, ñWhy do you call me good?  No one is good 
but God alone.  You know the commandments:  ñDo 
not commit adultery.  Do not kill.  Do not steal.  Do not 
bear false witness.  Honor your father and mother.ò  
And he (the young ruler) said, óAll these I have ob-
served from my youth.ô  And when Jesus heard it, he 
said to him, óOne thing you still lack.  Sell all that you 
have and distribute to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.ô  But when 
he heard this he became sad, for he was very rich.  
Jesus looking at him said, óHow hard it is for those who 
have riches to enter the kingdom of God!  For it is eas-
ier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.ôò  
 
Did Jesus say that the young ruler just needed to be-
lieve in God and he would have eternal life?  No. In-
stead Jesus identified something in the young rulerôs 
life (attachment to his possessions), which was keep-
ing him separated from God.  We all are challenged to 
remove anything in our life that is separating us from 
what God wants us to do.  Hmmm.  Could this apply to 
last weekôs column on what keeps us away from wor-
ship on the Sabbath? 
 
Faith alone was not enough for the young ruler, and it 
is not enough for us. 

 
 

Theresa Capricci 
Stewardship/Evangelization 

Committee Chair 

 
 

04/04/2010 

Stewardship  
 

Willingly ï Part I  
 

In remembrance of Me, eat this Bread 
In remembrance of Me, drink this wine 

In remembrance of Me, pray for the time 
      When Godôs own will is done. 

 
During Lent we increased our focus on the life of Jesus, 
His teachings and the great sacrifice He made to atone 
for our sins.  What did Jesus expect of His followers 
after His ascension to heaven? 
 
When we look at the lives of Jesusô disciples, we find 
that they willingly went out to tell others about Jesusô 
resurrection and to bring nonbelievers to Christ.  They 
did this while putting their lives on the line, and many 
died for their faith.  When we learn about the actions of 
the disciples, it becomes clear that there was no doubt in 
their minds that Jesus was the Messiah sent by God.  
After all, how many people would be willing to die for 
someone who had not really risen from the dead? 
 
The word that describes how the disciples followed 
Jesus is ñwillingly.ò  They were not only willing to leave 
their jobs to become His disciples, to do what He told 
them, but to continue on after his ascension and finally 
many willingly gave their lives for the cause as well. 
 
So what then are we to do in remembrance of our Lord? 
 
The first verse of the song written by Ragan Courtney 
focuses on the bread and wine that Jesus promised 
would become His body and blood in the Eucharist.  We 
recall that the actual presence of Jesus in the bread and 
wine was a belief that some of Jesusô followers had 
problems with and left Him. Today surveys indicate there 
are some Catholics who do not believe in the real 
presence, but most of us do.  Why is it important to 
partake in the Eucharist?  Eating the body and blood of 
our Lord is as close as we can get to Him in this life.  Is 
anything more important than being close to Jesus?  It is 
in being close to our Lord that we have the strength to 
carry out the ministry He started. Holy Communion is not 
only a sacrament, it helps us to remember what we are 
to do willingly if we are to follow Jesus. 
 
Are we willing to sacrifice our lives and, if necessary, 
die, not only for Jesus, not only for God, but for other 
people, even our enemies? This is what Jesus did for us
--willingly. 
 

Theresa Capricci 
Stewardship/Evangelization 

Committee Chair 
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Willingly  (Part 2)  
 

In remembrance of me, heal the sick 
In remembrance of me, feed the poor 
In remembrance of me, open the door 
And let your brother in, let him in.  (Ragan Courtney) 
 

Today there seems to be two approaches on ñhelpingò 
others:  Christian charity and  ñsocial justice.ò  In an 
April 4, 2010, article Christian Charity: Social Justice 
and the Good Samaritan, Dr. Mark W. Hendrickson, 
adjunct faculty member, economist, and contributing 
scholar with The Center for Vision & Values at Grove 
City College, illustrates the difference using the story 
of The Good Samaritan.  
 

Dr. Hendrickson writes,  ñThe good Samaritan gave 
what he could to help the wounded man. He first took 
care of him himself, and then, when his own pre-
existing commitments necessitated his departure, he 
paid an innkeeper to nurse the man back to health.ò 
Jesus uses this parable to illustrate the two forms of 
Christian charity, ñfirst, assistance provided personally 
and directly to another; second, rendering assistance 
indirectly by donating one's own property to those who 
have the time and skills to tend to those in need, in lieu 
of our own hands-on assistance.ò  Dr. Hendrickson 
asks us to imagine the story this wayéòLetôs suppose 
that the Samaritan, upon spotting the badly wounded 
man, also sees a rich man walking by.  Let us then 
suppose that the Samaritan is a big, powerful man 
who intimidates the rich man into handing over enough 
money to pay for the wounded manôs care. The man in 
need would still receive the help that he so desperately 
needs, but would the Samaritan still touch our heart, 
and would he have acted selflessly?  Would we re-
member him as a paragon of Christian virtue and char-
ity?ò 
 

Jesus himself never used force, nor did he direct His 
followers to use force.  Instead our acts are to be done 
willingly from our hearts.  As Dr. Hendrickson explains 
in his version, ñthe Samaritan engages in an ersatz 
pseudo-charity by forcing someone else to pay for the 
good deed that the Samaritan wants to be performed. 
Is it true charity to be generous with other peopleôs 
money?ò 
 

True charity begins with each of us and the money and 
time we are personally willing to give to help others.  
God has given us what we need to collectively accom-
plish great things in His name.  Are we willing to do 
so? 
  Theresa Capricci, Chair 
  Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
 

P.S.  Next week ï Willingly (part 3).  What would you 
do if you won $25,000?  Donôt miss this true story. 
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The Game of Life  
(Willingly Part 3)  

 

In late February I received a packet in the mail, 
addressed to me, with the return address of simply ñA. 
Friend, Philadelphia, PA.ò  I thought it was going to be an 
interesting piece of mail, but never would have guessed 
what it contained.  Along with some documentation, there 
was a note that read: 

 Dear Father Rozman, 
 I wanted to say thank you to the church 

for so long as it was there for me and my 
family when we needed it.  Well, Rite Aid 
has provided me the opportunity to say 
thanks.  Here is a $25,000 winner that the 
church can claim and hopefully help others 
in the future.  Please keep up the work and 
God bless all of you.   

Love,  A Friend. 
 

I looked through the rest of what was sent to me and, 
sure enough, the 5 winning pieces to ñThe Game of Lifeò 
were there, ready for me to claim the prize.  I first inquired 
if the parish would be able to be the recipient, but Rite Aid 
officials told me that the prize, according to their rules, 
cannot be claimed by an organization.  So, after some 
discussion, I sent in the winning pieces under my name, 
and just last week received the check of $25,000.  I am in 
contact with my accountant regarding the taxes that will 
have to be paid on that prize, and what is left over is 
being given to the parish.  Since the prize in ñThe Game 
of Lifeò was intended for a kitchen makeover, and since 
we are in the process of discussing plans to renovate the 
parish social hall kitchen, that is where the money will go. 
 

This has been one of the most exciting pieces of mail that 
I have received in 23 years of priestly ministry.  I do not 
know who sent this, I donôt remember exactly how I or the 
parish could have helped this person and their family in 
that they would give us such a wonderful amount in 
return, but I am most grateful to that person. Their 
kindness to us will go a long way as we look to upgrade 
our parish kitchen in order to continue to feed those in 
need.  I ask that everyone who reads this say a prayer for 
our generous benefactor and his or her family. 
 

In our recent update for our Stewardship program, we 
heard a lot of how God blesses us, and what return we 
can make to our loving and generous God.  Our parish 
family, with so many kind people giving to our Good 
Samaritan Fund in the monthly yellow envelope, has 
been able to assist those in need.  And look at the return 
that God has given us!  May God be praised and thanked 
always, and may we, the parish family of Saint Patrick 
Cathedral, continue to share Godôs goodness in many, 
many ways. 
 

    Father Thomas Rozman 
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Have You Talked  
to Your Mother Today?  

 

When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom 
he loved standing near, he said to his mother, 
"Woman, behold, your son!" Then he said to the dis-
ciple, "Behold, your mother!"  And from that hour the 
disciple took her to his own home.   

Gospel of John 19:26 -27  
 
In his 1987 encyclical, ñRedemptoris Mater,ò Pope 
John Paul II addresses these verses and writes 
ñThis is true not only of John, who at that hour stood 
at the foot of the Cross together with the Mother (of 
Jesus), but it is also true of every disciple of Christ, 
of every Christianò (45.3). Not only do we find this in 
the writings of Pope John Paul II, but this has been 
believed throughout the history of the Church.  Sev-
eral popes and theologians have written that in 
these verses, John is symbolic of all humanity.  
Therefore from the Cross, Jesus gave His Mother to 
every human person for all time. Note that Jesus is 
telling us that Mary is our Mother; itôs not that at 
some point she became or will become our mother. 
   
As Catholics we honor and love Mary and ask for 
her intercession and help.  One important role Mary 
has in our lives is to lead us closer to God.  When 
Mary and Jesus were at the Wedding at Cana, the 
hosts ran out of wine. Mary told them to ñdo as He 
saysò about Jesusô help in their situation. This direc-
tive from Maryðto do as Jesus has taught usð
applies to all of us. 
 
Today is Motherôs Day.  We may or may not have 
our mothers still with us on earth.  We may not have 
even known our earthly mother. But we all have a 
Mother in Heaven who cares very much about us. 

We may be grown as humans, but spiritu-
ally we remain children, for from Jesus 
we learn that it is as children that we can 
inherit the kingdom. 
 

This Motherôs Day I encourage you to 
check in with your Mother in heaven. You 
may want to pray the Rosary, or another 
special prayer, or just talk. It doesnôt mat-
ter how you do it, just ñcallò your Mother!   
 

Theresa Capricci, Chair 
Stewardship/Evangelism Committee  
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The Saints are Listening  
 

O Little Therese of the Child Jesus, 
Please pick a rose for me 

From the heavenly gardens 
And send it to me 

As a message of Love. 
(from a Novena to St. Therese of Lisieux) 

 

This is part of a novena I prayed to St. Therese shortly 
after I had started studying Catholicism, My only request 
was for St. Therese to connect with me and help me 
understand the saints.  ñHelp me know youôre listening - 
Send me your flowers,ò  I prayed. 
 
The next day I had to run an errand at a local store.  As I 
pulled into a parking space, on the front of the car facing 
me was a license plate with ñOur Little Flowerò and roses 
on it.  I had no recollection of ever seeing such a license 
plate, and it was a bit eerie. 
 
The following day I received a card in the mail and the 
front of the card was a photograph of roses.  Opening 
the card, I found it was from the Little Flower Manor (a 
skilled nursing facility in Wilkes-Barre), which was 
celebrating an anniversary. Why would I be on their 
mailing list?  Now things were really getting interesting. 
 
Then at home on the third evening, my husband came to 
me with a small piece of paper that had taped to it a rose 
petal and typed at the bottom ñBlessed by Our Lady of 
The Roses, Mary Help of Mothers, at Flushing, N.Y. 
Aug. 14 1979.ò Sam said his cousin had given it to him, 
he just found it in his dresser, and thought I should have 
it. Since I had told no one, including him, about my 
prayer, I was amazed. Three days and I had received 
roses in three very different ways.   
 
What I learned: 1. God doesnôt always do things in the 
expected way. 2. We donôt need to be the biggest or the 
best. We can have an impact through the little things we 
do. 3. The saints are listening to us. 
 
This brief prayer by St. Therese is so 
appropriate today: ñJesus, help me to 
simplify my life by learning what you want 
me to be ï and becoming that person.ò   
 
 

    Theresa Capricci, Chair 
  Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 

 
(On May 17, 1925, Marie-Francoise-Therese Martin 
(Sister Therese) was canonized a Saint.) 
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What Fuel is Running  
Your Life?  

 
My husband and I just returned from vacation in 
Dunedin, Florida.  We took our small fishing boat 
with us, but right away we had a problem with the 
boatôs motor cutting out.  We finally found the motor 
ran better when using gas without ethanol for the 
fuel.    
 
This Sunday we celebrate Pentecost.  Maybe itôs 
just me, but it seems that when it comes to the Trin-
ity the Holy Spirit somehow has become the lesser 
person.  However, nothing can be further from the 
truth. The Holy Spirit didnôt just appear for the first 
time at Pentecostðwe find the Spirit early on in the 
Bible in Gen. 1:2 And the earth was without form, 
and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit  of God moved upon the face of 
the waters. So we learn early on that the ñspiritò is a 
moving and active thingðnot stagnant.   
 
Just as Jesus promised his Apostles that when he 
was no longer with them, he would send the Spirit to 
provide the power and gifts they would need to con-
tinue His ministry, we, too, have received the power 
and gifts from the Holy Spirit to fulfill the mission of 
His Church today. 
 
Now hereôs the most important part--it is the power 
of the Spirit working through us that gives us suc-
cess.  How often do we hesitate to get involved be-
cause we question our ability?  We act as if itôs all 
up to us, but it is the Spirit that provides the power 
and works through us.  The Spirit gives us the ability 
to do what is needed to fulfill our potential and to be 
the Church God intends for us to be. Sadly, over the 
years our confidence in the Spirit has been lost and 
today we would do well to learn from the acts of the 
early Christians how to rely on it. 
 
What is keeping us from this?  Perhaps we look for 
satisfaction and happiness from the many things the 
world tells us we need.  But in reality these things 
just clog up our lives and keep out the real fuel we 
need to live as God wants us to live.  The Holy Spirit 
works best when it is not clogged up by earthly pri-
orities.  Whatôs in the fuel that is running your life?   
 

    Theresa Capricci, Chair 
  Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
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Most Holy Trinity  
 

This weekend we celebrate the Most Holy Trinity, 
which is the central mystery of the Christian faith and 
life.  We are baptized ñin the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.ò  ñNameò is singular 
indicating our belief of one God in three persons.  
Also, Memorial Day weekend is a time of 
remembrance for those who have died in our nationôs 
service.  We owe much to the men and women who 
sacrificed their lives because of their love of God and 
nation. 
 

When the pilgrims first came to this country, they did 
so because of the persecution they were under by the 
state church of England.  The founders of our country 
knew firsthand the result when a denomination 
becomes the state religion. They did not have a 
concern of faith impacting the state, but rather the 
state hurting religion. That is why the constitution 
states ñCongress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.ò  (The ñseparation of church and 
stateò phrase is not in the constitution.)   
 

We also find that our forefathers are at times credited 
with atheism or deism, which is not correct.  Over 
90% were Christians. In the book, ñGeorge 
Washingtonôs Sacred Fire,ò which has become #1 on 
Amazon, we learn that he had a passion to bring 
praise and glory to God.  How appropriate that there 
are Bible verses all along the stairs up the 
Washington Monument. 
 

Today we are seeing government officials who want 
to come into the churches and ñhelpò with promises of 
money.  Where are Godôs people with their tithes?  
Sadly, I have had people tell me they donôt have to 
give that much to the church since the government 
does ñcharitableò work with their tax money.  Is this 
the ñcharityò Jesus taught?  Donôt we each have a 
responsibility to give from our first fruits?  Today not 
even half of our citizens attend church, let alone give 
their time or talent.  We seem to be trying to function 
as a society which can exclude God and Godôs 
morality.   
 

Where are the Catholics who started hospitals, who 
started schools, who cared for the poor and so much 
more?  We live in a great country.  Is it God or man 
who makes us great?   

    Theresa Capricci, Chair 
  Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
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Stewardship  
 

 Tell Your Story!  
 
On September 11, 2001, Stan Praimnath is looking 
out his office window and sees and hears the 
screeching sound of  a Boeing 767 flying 960 miles 
an hour coming straight at him. Stan shouts 
ñLordIcantdothisyoutakeoverò as he dives under his 
desk on the eighty-first floor of the South Tower of 
the World Trade Center.  Miraculously he survived 
and the Bible on his desk remained unharmed.  
When relaying Stanôs experience in the book ñThe 
Survivors Club,ò author Ben Sherwood notes that 
Stanôs face is beaming as he tells how after the at-
tack he called out to God for help and who does he 
see coming for him but a man, who worked three 
floors above him, and a fire warden. Stan sums it up 
this way, ñI called, He heard and He intervenes.ò   
 
In his book, Sherwood goes on to tell his readers 
that statistics indicate ñPeople who go to church 
regularly live around seven years longer than peo-
ple who donôt.ò In his interview with Dr. Harold G. 
Koenig, a pioneer in the field of faith and health, he 
learns that ñlonger life appears to be correlated with 
the extent to which your faith is integrated into your 
daily decisions and actions.ò  As Disciples of Christ, 
we are charged with sharing our faith with others.  
We do this through how we live and by telling others 
how God has made a difference in our lives.   
 
I doubt that Stan will ever grow tired of telling how 
God came to his aid that morning. When I read 
Stanôs story, I imagined he has shared it with many 
people over the last eight plus years, and it brought 
to mind a favorite hymn I learned as a young girl, ñI 
Love to Tell the Story.ò  Itôs an old gospel song writ-
ten by Arabella Katherine Hankey in 1866.  Hereôs 
the first verse: 
 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above. 
Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 
I love to tell the story, because I know ótis true; 

It satisfies my longings as nothing else could do. 
 
We may not have the take-your-breath-away experi-
ence that Stan had, but we all have experienced 
Godôs presence in our lives. Letôs not hesitate to 
share that with others. 

 
    Theresa Capricci, Chair 

  Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
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Some Have Never Heard!  
 
During this past Lenten season, a member of the 
parish shared with me his evangelism efforts to help 
others in Harrisburg learn about the Catholic faith.  He 
also told me that some Catholics donôt really know 
their faith.  He went on to give me copies of 
publications that he personally buys and distributes to 
these folks. Itôs always great to meet someone who is 
on fire for our Lord!   
 
For whatever reason, we are not always the best at 
sharing our faith with others; however, this is a 
directive from Jesus Christ.  One of the small booklets 
this gentleman gave me was ñThe Catholic Church 
has the Answerò by Paul Whitcomb.  (Itôs a small 60-
page booklet he bought at The Catholic Shop).  Paul 
Whitcomb is a former Protestant minister who came to 
the Catholic Church after an intensive comparison of 
the Scriptures. It is a great book to read to help us 
know and explain our faith to others. It was ten years 
ago this month that I was reading nothing but books 
on Catholicism. I thought ñHow did I miss all this and 
why didnôt someone tell me?ò Thus, I understand 
Whitcombôs motivation to write a book and help other 
Protestants realize as I did that we were just exposed 
to a small piece of the ñone holy catholic and apostolic 
churchò that we referenced in the Apostles Creed we 
said each Sunday. 
 
I pray that we can find the funds we need to get 
materials to share with visitors, I pray that we can find 
Catholics to join our efforts, and I pray that we find the 
faith in God to trust that the Holy Spirit will be with us 
in our efforts. 
 
Last week I shared one verse from a favorite hymn.  
This week I share another verse: 
 
I love to tell the story; ótis pleasant to repeat 
What seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully 

sweet. 
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 
The message of salvation from Godôs own holy 

Word. 
(Arabella Katherine Hankey) 

 
Can you explain your faith to others? Some have 
never heard! 

 
    Theresa Capricci, Chair 

  Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
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Stewardship  
 

 Are you Seeking It  
or Seeking Him? 

 

Every so often, the Pennsylvania Lotteryôs Power 
Ball prize reaches an amount that entices more 
folks than usual to play.  Everyone in my office chips 
in to buy some tickets.  Talk of what we would do 
(other than quit) if we win big usually starts to get 
you thinkingé 
 

But will winning the money fulfill our golden 
dreams?  If we check in with some of the former lot-
tery winners, we find that winning isnôt always as 
great as it seems.  One person who won over $16 
million in the Pennsylvania Lottery is now living on 
Social Security, and his brother was arrested for hir-
ing a hit man to kill him so he could inherit the win-
nings. 
 

A few years ago, Michelle Bauman, the valedicto-
rian at Bishop Machebeuf High School in Denver, 
Colorado, told her classmates that ñTrue happiness 
and fulfillment can only be found in following Godôs 
will.ò  She told them she could not share with them 
the keys to success, but could share the keys to 
happiness.  ñHappiness is very different from suc-
cess,ò she offered.  ñWe will only be truly happy 
when we are following God's call to live holy lives 
and being the people that God created us to 
be.  That is the only source of real happiness and 
fulfillment in life.ò  
 

Donôt we often tie happiness to achieving our golden 
dream (winning a lot of money, getting the high pay-
ing job, etc.)?  Iôm pretty sure that ñfollowing Godôs 
will for our livesò is not on the Top 10 list of what 
brings happiness.  Doesnôt it make sense that God 
who created us and loves us would give us the ñhow 
toò for true happiness?  That young valedictorian 
has shared something that can take people years to 
learnéfollowing Godôs plan for our live is more won-
derful than the ñgoldò we dream about. 
 

Katherine Hankeyôs song ñI Love to Tell the Storyò  
brings forth this pointé 
 

I love to tell the story; more wonderful it seems 
Than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams. 
I love to tell the story; it did so much for me; 
And that is just the reason I tell it now to thee. 

 

St. Paul tells us to win the race that God sets before 
us.  Isnôt that the only ñwinò that counts? 

 

    Theresa Capricci, Chair 
  Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
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Now Itôs Your Turn 
 

During the last three weeks I have featured verses 
from the hymn, ñI Love to Tell the Storyò, which I 
learned as a young girl.  The words for the hymn were 
written by Katherine Hankey. who was born in 1834 to 
a prosperous family in London.  Her parents were 
devout Anglicans and held Bible study in their home. 
Katherine organized and taught Sunday school, and 
she worked as a nurse on missions in Africa.  Then in 
her early 30s she became bedridden with a serious 
illness.  During this time she wrote a long poem (100 
verses) beginning with the story of creation and 
ending with the coming of the Holy Spirit.  It is from 
these verses that she wrote the words to ñI Love to 
Tell the Story.ò  (Katherine recovered from her illness 
and lived to age 77.)  
 

This Sundayôs readings include three stories on the 
importance of living our faith:  Elisha who leaves his 
wealthy family to serve with Elijah, Paulôs call to the 
Galatians to leave the desires of the flesh (human 
opposition to God) and live a Christian life, and Jesus 
tells his disciples that the Kingdom is their priority and 
they must be prepared to suffer (by the way, suffering 
does not mean attending Mass each week, or staying 
through a long homily or to the end of Mass.)   
 

Living the faith and bringing the story of Jesus to 
others is to be our priority, and at our baptism we are 
given the Holy Spirit to help us do this.  When Jesus 
ascended to Heaven, his message to us was:  Now it 
is your turn to be my disciples and go out into the 
world and tell my story. 
 

In closing, the hymnôs final verse takes us from earth 
to scenes of glory (heaven):   
 

I love to tell the story, 
for those who know it best 

seem hungering and thirsting 
to hear it like the rest. 

And when, in scenes of glory, 
I sing the new, new song, 
'twill be the old, old story 
that I have loved so long. 

 

If youôd like to take your turn as a Christôs disciple 
here at the Cathedral, visit the website 
(www.stpatrickcathedral.com) or contact the office to 
learn about opportunities. 
 

    Theresa Capricci, Chair 
  Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
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Stewardship  
 

Tick Tock Tick Tock  
 

Several years ago I was a project manager and 
worked closely with the sales force.  If you have 
ever worked in sales, you may have found, as I did, 
that sales people are usually very vocal if they be-
lieve anything is impeding a sale. One day a mem-
ber of the sales team called me because he was 
upset about a situation. I listened to his side of the 
issue. and then tried to address what the other 
sideôs reasoning could be.  Frustrated that I didnôt 
jump onto his side, he said, ñTheresa, youôre the 
fairest person I know.ò  This was a great compliment 
to me since I was taught to be as fair as possible in 
how I treat others.   
 
While we can try to be fair, life is not always fair 
when it comes to looks, talents, wealth, etc.  How-
ever, there is one thing that God gives each of us 
the same amount of and that is the time we have 
each day.  Yes, we all get 24 hours a dayðno 
more, no less.  Then the rest is up to us. We have 
the freedom to choose what we will do in those 24 
hours.  We cannot accumulate this time either. Time 
is a resource that we are responsible for to God. 
Today different things may be behind our busy lives. 
Sometimes being busy is equated with being impor-
tant. It is necessary to evaluate our ñbusynessò and 
make sure we are not putting things that are impor-
tant to man ahead of the priorities God has for our 
lives. 
 
We can fill our time up very easily, so we need to 
have the right priorities.  If we find we lack the time 
to attend Mass, or time to help in one of our minis-
tries, or time to pray each day, we need to stop and 
figure out what is keeping us from doing that. Imag-
ine if every member of our parish contributed time to 
the volunteer activities here at St. Patrick! 
 
The question we need to ask ourselves is:  What 

does my schedule indicate Iôm worshipping? 
  

 Theresa Capricci, Chair 
 Stewardship/Evangelism 

Committee 
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Are You Going Godôs Way? 
 

St. Thomas More was Lord Chancellor of England in the 6th 
Century and is one of history's most admired figures.  He 
was an outstanding lawyer, judge, author and diplomat and 
rose to the highest office in England, next to the King.  Even 
though he had risen in this world, Thomas More chose death 
rather than betray his conscience. Moments before he was 
beheaded for his faith, he humbly described himself as "the 
King's good servant, but God's first."  
 

As a convert, I learned the importance of having a correctly 
formed conscience.  Our Catechism says, "Conscience is a 
judgment of reason whereby the human person recognizes 
the moral quality of a concrete act that he is going to 
perform, is in the process of performing, or has already 
completed. In all he says and does, man is obliged to follow 
faithfully what he knows to be just and right." (No. 1778).  
 

Our conscience makes a judgment about the good and evil 
of different choices in a specific situation. This is a common 
point of misunderstanding. Many who reject Church teaching 
will say, "I'm just following my conscience." What they 
usually mean is that they're looking to their conscience as 
the source of moral principles, which is incorrect. Such 
thinking means that we do not have a correctly formed 
conscience. It is our responsibility to form our conscience.  
 

What causes us to have an incorrectly formed conscience?  

Lack of care in forming our conscience or our 

powers of reason 

Misunderstanding conscience 

Damage caused by repeated and habitual sin 

Following the bad example of others 
 

How can we develop a correctly formed conscience?  

Become informed about the teachings of Christ 

and our church. (Recommended are the New 
Testament and the Catechism of the Church.) 

A faithful and honest prayer life is an excellent 

help to us when it comes to discerning right 
from wrong and seeking the strength to do the 
right thing. 

Belonging to a small faith sharing community 

whose members seek to be faithful to Christ 
and his church. 

 

When we have God as a priority, we become focused on 
what is good, just and right.  We see the wrong in not 
obeying him.  When we take God seriously, follow his 
teachings and spiritual principles and are concerned only 
with His approval and not societyôs, we become well-
balanced, emotionally adjusted, spiritually healthy people.   
 

Going Godôs way?   
  

 Theresa Capricci, Chair 
 Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
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The Bells Are Back;  
The Real Presence Never Left  

 

To younger Catholics or converts, the ringing of the 
Sanctus bells is something new at Mass. However, 
Sanctus bells have been rung as part of the Mass for 
over 800 years.   
 

Bells were first used to call monks to worship and later to 
call people to the Mass. In the 13

th
 century, outdoor tower 

bells started to be rung as Sanctus bells during Mass and 
are still used today in many historic churches. The first 
reason for ringing the bells is to create a joyful noise to 
the Lord. Secondly, the tower bells called attention to 
those inside and outside that a miracle was taking place 
on the altar.   
 

The bells are rung at three points: 
 

1. Prior to the consecration at the epiclesis where the 

priestly celebrant prays to the Holy Spirit to change the 
gifts of bread and wine into the Body, Blood, Soul and 
Divinity of Jesus Christ. 
2. As the priest elevates and presents the Body of 

Christ. 
3. As the celebrant elevates and presents the chalice 

filled with the Precious Blood. 
 

In the New Testament, Jesus teaches his followers that 
His Body and Blood will truly be present in the Eucharist.  
Some followers left Him because they could not accept 
that belief.  Unfortunately, today we have too large a 
number of Catholics who no longer believe in the real 
presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. This makes it 
even more important that we have the ringing of the 
Sanctus Bells to bring focus to the miracle that takes 
place on the altar.   
 

I encourage everyone to pray for the Holy Spirit to grant 
nonbelievers the Faith to believe in our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament and to receive Him at Mass. If you 
are nonbeliever, remember Jesus is patiently waiting for 
you.  He loves you and wants you to come home.   

  

 Theresa Capricci, Chair 
 Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
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What Does the Lord  
Require of You?  

 

When Micah was giving this directive to the people, they 
had experienced forty years of prosperity, but their life and 
country were beginning to fall apart.  When all is going well, 
it can be easy to forget God and make other things more 
important than oneôs faith. Today many would agree that 
our country is in a similar spot after many years of 
prosperity. And is it just me, or have a lot of folks in this 
country put their faith on the back burner and filled their 
lives with so many ñthingsò that they have run out of time for 
God?   
 
However, God does not waiver in what he has told His 
people. It always has been, is, and will be important to 
know what the Lord requires of us. While society may have 
chosen to ignore these requirements, God has never 
retracted them as being very important to Him. 
 
What does the Lord require of you?  Do what is right.  
Ask yourself:  Is what Iôm about to do equally fair to all 
concerned? If I was any one of the persons involved, would 
I believe the action taken was as fair as possible? 
 
What does the Lord require of you?  Love goodness.  
A current television commercial illustrates what happens 
when one person sees someone do something good. They 
in turn take action when they see the opportunity to help 
another person and it continues full circle. If we are 
constantly searching for a way to do good things, how 
much better would the world be?   
 
What does the Lord require of you?  Walk humbly with 
your God.  
Itôs important to learn humility because all we are and all we 
have comes from God. The difference between what we 
can do by ourselves and what we can accomplish with the 
power of the Holy Spirit is amazing. The two points here 
are walk humbly and always walk with God. 
 
I encourage you to cut this verse out, memorize it, keep 
these words with you and most importantly live these 
words. 

 

 Theresa Capricci, Chair 
 Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
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You have been told, O man, what is good 
and what the Lord requires of you:   

Only to do the right and to love goodness,  
and to walk humbly with your God.   

Micah 6:8 



Stewardship  
 

 Are You in the Book of Acts?  
 

ñWhich is easier, to say, óYour sins are forgiven,ô or 
to say, óRise and Walkô? But that you may know that 
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sinsòðhe then said to the paralytic, ñRise, pick up 
your stretcher, and go home.ò (Matthew 9:5-6) 
 

ñActions speak louder than wordsò is a phrase we 
hear when someone wants to stress the point that 
what we do leaves more of an impression than what 
we say. In this scripture from St. Matthew, Jesus did 
back up His words with action when he healed the 
paralyzed man.   
 

Many of us know the ten commandments, our 
favorite Bible verses, the liturgy and creeds. The 
question is, if those are our beliefs, do they show in 
our actions? When Jesus healed the paralytic, he 
healed the manôs spirit and body because the man 
needed both spiritual and physical health. While the 
manôs spiritual state was Jesusô first concern, He 
followed that action with his ministry of healing the 
manôs paralysis. 
 

Focusing on spiritual ministry is important, but we 
cannot lose sight that each of us has a responsibility 
to personally minister to the needs of others. God 
has given each one of us gifts that enable us to do 
this. Just imagine if all the words spoken at Mass 
would be followed through with actions the following 
Monday through Friday. 
 

Here at the Cathedral Parish of Saint Patrick, we 
have many opportunities to put our beliefs into 
action. We now have a ñvolunteerò Volunteer 
Director, Keven Cable. Keven will be coordinating 
the needs of our programs with the abilities of parish 
members. Watch for more information from Keven. 
We have over 800 families registered in our parish. 
With a number like that, God has certainly provided 
the people and skills needed for our parish to 
succeed.  The key to this is that each one of us 
must make service a priority. 
 

Thereôs a reason the story of the early Church is 
called the Acts of the Apostles. After Jesusô 
Ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit, His 
followers went into action.  This book makes clear 
Godôs intentions for His body, the Church. Today, 
we are that body. In a way each generation of 
believers makes a sequel. Will you have a role?   
 

 Theresa Capricci, Chair 
 Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
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After You Say I Believe  

 

Each week at Mass we say the Nicene Creed. 
When we pray the Rosary we begin by saying the 
Apostles Creed. Expressing these statements of 
our faith is important, but what we do next is 
more important. 
 
What we ñdoò is critical to the work of the Church.  
The Catholic Church as well as the many 
protestant denominations have experienced  
fewer clergy, so the days of deciding that ñFather 
can do itò are gone.  More and more members of 
the parish must become active. 
 
Here at St. Patrickôs we have volunteers who do 
outstanding service in our parish. We have 
volunteers who are responsible for the Saturday 
morning breakfasts and Sunday evening dinners 
for those in need. We have volunteers who serve 
at Mass as Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Altar 
Servers, Cantors, Greeters, Ushers and more.  
We have members who service as RCIA 
sponsors.  We have volunteers who serve on the 
Pastoral Council, Finance Committee, Building 
and Grounds Committee, Stewardship & 
Evangelism Committee, and Respect Life 
Committee.  We have individuals who share their 
faith one-on-one with others. 
 
We have members who visit in the hospitals, 
volunteer in the parish office, at the Shining Light 
Thrift Shop and in many other ways.  Volunteers 
direct the educational programs for children and 
adults. We have volunteers who work with 
engaged couples in preparation for marriage,  
and last but not least the volunteers of the 
Knights of Columbus. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers at our parish! 
 
Itôs easy to say a creed. Itôs not so easy to live it. 
 

What do you do after you say I believe?  
 
       

 Theresa Capricci, Chair 
 Stewardship/Evangelism Committee 
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Stewardship  
 

The Gift of Time 

 

My name is Keven Cable, and I have been a 
parishioner of the Cathedral since 2001. I would 
like to thank Theresa Capricci for mentioning me 
two weeks ago as well as allowing me the 
opportunity to take a moment in the weekly 
stewardship column to tell you a little about the 
ñvolunteerò Volunteer Director, or as I would like 
to think of it, as a recruiter of volunteers. 
  
This idea came about as my three-year-term on 
Cathedral Parishôs pastoral council was coming to 
a close. After serving for three years with a 
committee of various people from all walks of life, 
experiences and talents, on top of meeting many 
of you at Mass or outside of Massðperhaps 
crossing paths at your work places, running into 
you at local restaurants or coffee shopsðI 
realized there is a lot of untapped talents in our 
parish!  Often we are not aware of all the 
committees at the Cathedral and what these 
committees or ministries do!   
 
A few years ago we were asked at the end of 
Mass to consider signing up for certain 
committees or ministries. I took advantage of this 
and found it helpful personally in knowing about 
all the different ways that I could use my interests, 
talents, gifts or training. By fall, I hope to do 
something very similar naming it ñRecruitment 
Sunday.ò  I have some fun ideas for this and ask 
you to stay-tuned for future details as well as to 
think about ways you too might be involved at the 
Cathedral.  
 
As I move into the role of recruiting volunteers, 
know that you can contact me to discuss ways 
that you might be involved or to ask questions 
about different committees or ministries. Perhaps 
you can start, as I have, by looking at the 
Cathedral website and clicking on ñMinistriesò. I 
look forward to working with all of you as we all 
continue to keep this thriving parish moving 
forward in its dedication to serve others.   
 

-Keven Cable,  
ñvolunteerò Volunteer Director and Recruiter  

Contact info: 
kapcable@hotmail.com or  

home phone: 717-230-8144 
08/15/2010 & 08/22/2010 

Stewardship  
 Thanks!  

 
First, I want to thank Jackie and Barry Ryan for 
providing meals every Sunday night for the last 8 
years to those in Harrisburg who are in need of a hot 
meal!!  Now that the Ryan family has grown and is 
spreading out across the country, they could use 
some weekends to spend time with family. Recently, I 
requested you all to consider taking two different 
Sundays of the month to free up the Ryans. I am 
humbled by the responses I have received. We now 
have primary cooks/meal preparers for the second 
and fourth Sunday evening meals.  
 
Thank you to those who contacted me and were so 
enthusiastic about being willing to help out in this way! 
Those of you who contacted me also thought of 
friends or family who could assist too. Thank you. I 
would encourage the rest of you who may have 
thought about volunteering to contact me or stop in 
some Sunday evening and check out the meal 
program, perhaps offer to assist in handing out 
dinners to those who attend. I do know that volunteers 
can always be used to help out in this way.   
 
Finally, you may not feel directed at this time to be 
part of a particular ministry or committee. Thatôs ok. 
There are very small but very important ways that you 
can still be used. Ushers and greeters at each Mass 
are always in need of at least two people to bring the 
ñgiftsò up to the Priest. Even though this may seem to 
you as a minor volunteer role, you represent all of us 
as a parish who bring our bread, wine, and tithes to 
the Priest to consecrate and bless. Volunteers are 
also needed to take up the collection during Mass. I 
just heard that an usher had to ask seven people 
before someone agreed to bring the gifts up to the 
Priest during Mass. I thought to myself, what if no one 
had agreed to take up the gifts?   
 
Keven Cable,  
ñvolunteerò Volunteer Director and Recruiter  
Contact info: 
kapcable@hotmail.com or  
home phone: 717-230-8144 
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As for Me and My Household,  
We Will Serve ________  

 
A movie star puts his faith on display as he makes a 
movie about the Passion of Christðeven insisting his 
hands be filmed driving the nails into Jesus. A movie so 
moving no one talked as they left the theatre. 
 
A bestselling author stops writing her vampire novels in 
order to write only for God resulting in two novels about 
the life of Christ as well as her own return to the Catholic 
Church from atheism. Her website becomes filled with 
comments from readers who were inspired to return to 
the Catholic faith. 
 
Today we find that same movie star, divorced, having a 
child with his girlfriend and tapes of his rants are 
released. And recently the author of those best selling 
books that brought people back to their faith has 
announced she is leaving Christianity/the Church 
because it shouldnôt be against things.  
 
What happened? I believe these stories reflect the 
success of the devil in convincing these two people to 
turn away from God. That is his goal, and he devotes 24 
hours a day to it. Maybe they forgot that the devil does 
not come as the devil, but has a personalized plan to take 
us away from God before we know what has happened. 
 
The writings of the saints address spiritual warfare. We 
can win this battle in our own lives by staying close to 
Christ. It is important to remain strong in our faith by 
reading or listening to the Bible; by not letting something 
become more important than attending Mass on the 
Sabbath and following the rest of the commandments 
and teachings from God. In summaryésurround 
ourselves with the Lord. If we make God the priority in 
our lives, there should not be room for the devil.   
 
A recent news story told how youth sports teams are now 
playing on Sunday mornings.  Obviously this works 
because enough people are willing to ignore the Sabbath. 
I remember a time that this would have never worked. As 
a child we dressed up to go to church because we were 
entering the house of the Lord and what is more 
important than that. But today too many people turn away 
from His church because they believe something is more 
important than God. 
 
Joshua told his the people ñAs for me and my household, 
we will serve the Lord.ò 
 
Decide today whom you will serve. 
 

Theresa Capricci 
Stewardship/Evangelism 

 Committee Chair 
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Stewardship  
Miracles in Our Midst  

 
This is the last Stewardship column I will write for our 
parish. My husband, Sam, has accepted a new position in 
Clearwater, Florida, and we will be moving this week.  We 
have lived in the Harrisburg area all of our lives and will 
miss our friends and family members who live here. At the 
same time it is a great position/opportunity for Sam. 
Interestingly, we discovered that Catholic Health East is 
one of the three organizations that comprise BayCare 
Health System, where he will work.  Two of the nine 
hospitals in the System are St. Anthony's and St. Joseph's 
and their original sponsors were the Franciscan Sisters of 
Allegany.   
 

I have started to search the internet for Catholic parishes in 
the area.  Below is the message I found on the home page 
of Resurrection Catholic Church: 

When I read this, I could feel their excitement and thought 
these are people who know and love the Lord.  This reflects 
the kind of enthusiasm all of us must all have when we 
invite someone to our Church.  Jesus disciples witnessed 
many miracles and performed them as well.  Today, we 
continue to experience the miracles in our own lives as well 
as every Sunday in the Eucharist.  Just as the disciples 
continued Jesusô ministry, it is up to us to bring others to 
our Lord. 
 

Ten years ago it was here at the Cathedral that Sam and I 
made the decision to revert/convert to Catholicism.  We will 
never forget you. You will always be in our thoughts and 
prayers, and we ask that you pray for us on this journey.   
 

     In Christôs Love, 
     Theresa Capricci 
 
09/12/2010 
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Jesus, the Resurrection Family and I invite you to come, 
see and experience the wonderful things that are 
happening at our Church.  At Resurrection Catholic 
Church, God will come to you in a special way.  You will 
feel great joy and excitement, perhaps more than you 
have ever felt before. 
 

God is real, awesome and exciting at Resurrection 
Catholic Church.  He is performing miracles right in our 
midst.  Come and experience for yourselves how real 
and wonderful God is for you and us.  We are in great 
need of people who love God like you.  So if you are 
new to the area and do not already have a church, you 
are most welcome to share your love for God with us 
here. 
 

I am looking forward to welcoming you on Sunday when 
Christ prays and praises the Father for all of us at 
Mass.  If you should need us, please call the Church 
Office 677-2175.  We are happy to help you for you are 
the greatest!!  We love you! 
 

Rev. Msgr. Antonio P. Diez, Pastor  



 

 

APPENDIX A - IDENTIFY YOUR SPIRITUAL  GIFTS 

ñWhat does God want me to do with my life?ò  Millions of Christians have asked this question throughout the 
centuries.  It is important to understand your spiritual gifts as the basic building blocks for the ministries that 
God has for you during your lifetime.    
 

Saint Paul introduced the topic of spiritual gifts in his letters to Corinth, Rome and Ephesus.  Saint Peter also 
mentions the gifts in his letter when he writes:  As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as 
good stewards of God's varied grace. (1 Peter 4:10)  
 

The goal of the questions below is to make you more aware of God working in your life.  To really discern your 
spiritual gifts, you need to spend time thinking about, praying over and using the gifts.  God has given us won-
derful passions and abilities.  Isnôt it worth some time to understand how God has intended us to best serve 
Him? 

 ADMINISTRATION 
(Luke 14:28-30, Acts 6:1-7, Romans 12:8, 1 Corinthians 12:28) 

__  I have volunteered to organize tasks in order to reach a goal   
__  I have been asked to lead a project 
__  In church I feel needed to coordinate people, ideas, and resources to reach a goal 
 

The gift of Administration is to govern, pilot, direct or steer.  A person with this gift is a good strategic thinker, or-
ganized, has supervisory skills and manages people and projects well.  When directions are established by lead-
ership, this person can help accomplish the job efficiently.  A person with this gift can help start and administer 
events, organize meetings, help with finances and office administration. 

 

DISCERNMENT  
(Matt 7:6, Acts 5:1-11; 8:22-23, 1Cor 12:10, 2 Peter 2:1-3) 

__  I feel God has enabled me to discern between good and evil 
__  People ask me questions about the Catholic faith 
__  I feel God helps me shed light on whether something is right or wrong 
 

Discernment means to be able to distinguish between right and wrong, good and evil. It is having a logical, judi-
cial ability to think through issues. There is an ability to ñread between the linesò and get to the truth of an issue.  
Good Bible/faith training is key.  This gift could be used in helping settle disputes, counseling, intercessory 
prayer, spiritual direction. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  
(Romans 12:8, Hebrews 3:12-13) 

__  I have urged people to live for Christ   
__  I feel I have comforted people by sharing Godôs word 
__  I feel it is important to challenge people to live the life that God wants them to 
 

The biblical meaning of Encouragement is to call someone near to console, comfort, exhort, implore with them 
(Romans 12:8).  Although the goal of this gift is to comfort, motivate and give reason for hope, there is the ele-
ment of exhortation pointing to the futue.  The goal is to encourage believers to be what God wants them to be.  
This gift can be used in making people feel welcome and a part of the parish.  This gift is good for ministering to 
single parents, those who are sick or face senior-related problems.  This gift can be used in small group interac-
tion, counseling, or home visitation. 
 

FAITH  
(Matt 17:19-21, Mark 9:23, Acts 11:22-24, Romans 4:18-21, 1 Corinth 19:9, Heb 11) 

__  I have stepped out in faith/trusted God and went for it 
__  People ask me to pray to God for mighty things 
__  I feel God leading me to pray about serious issues 

 

Faith means persuasion, credence or moral conviction.  It is an assurance and belief.  The author of Hebrews 
wrote, ñfaith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.ò  The gift of faith involves a 
prompting from God to trust Him, to continue even when there are difficult circumstances.  This person is ñfully 
persuadedò that God has the ability to answer prayer and work everything according to His will. You could join a 
prayer group, be on the missions committee, be part of the churchôs leadership.  Keep a prayer journal with spe-
cific needs. 
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GIVING  
(1 Kings 17:8-16, Mark 12:41-44, Luke 8:1-3; Acts 4:32-37, Romans 12:8) 

__  I have given to a faith/charitable cause 
__  I feel God has enabled me to share my resources 
__  I feel God leading me to give to different needs in the church 
 

In Romans 12:8, we learn we are to contribute generously to the needs of others.  As a spiritual gift, Giving is more 
than just casually giving something to someone.  It implies the giving of yourself with the gift.  It can include giving of 
your time, abilities, knowledge, love and resources to the cause of Christ.  When a person with this gift sees certain 
needs, Godôs spirit nudges them in a way they feel compelled to give what is needed in the situation as an agent of 
Godôs grace and mercy.  A person with the gift of giving often motivates others to give because of their example.   
 

HEALING   
(Luke 5:17; 6:19; 9:2, 11, 42, Acts 3:1-10; 5:12-16, 1 Corinthians 12:9, 28, 1 Peter 2:24) 

__  I trust God to bring wholeness to peopleôs lives 
__  People ask me to pray for them during an illness 
__  I feel God leading me to listen to peopleôs deepest hurts & pray for God to heal them 
 

The gift of Healing is similar to faith.  When a person with this gift hears of certain situations that need healing 
whether physical, emotional or spiritual, God seems to lead them to step out and affirm God through believing Him 
for healing.  God gives them assurance in His ability and desire to work in the situation.  There is a deep understand-
ing that they do not have a personal power to heal anyone, but that they have been given a great conviction to pray 
for healing and to believe in Godôs power.  This gift could be used by serving as an eucharistic minister to the sick.  It 
could be part of a needs-based evangelism program.  A person with this gift could be on the prayer team.   

 

HELPS  
(Psalm 21:1, Mark 15:41, Luke 8:2-3, Acts 9:36, Romans 16:1-2, 1 Corinthians 12:28) 

__  I have helped behind the scenes for projects, committees, etc. 
__  I have been asked to help someone in need 
__  I feel God leading me to give people assistance 
 

The gift of Helps is different than just passively helping, as in the word ñserviceò or ñservant.ò  Rather there is an in-
volvement that goes deeper than just serving someone.  There are three parts to helps.  1. Helping, bringing relief, 
giving assistance; 2. The concept of ñtaking hold of something to succor and to participate.ò It is more than serving; it 
is support.  3. To exchange. There  is an exchange between you and the person being helped.  You see the needy 
as a giver not just a receiver.  You get a blessing too.  The gift of helps often becomes a way that new people get 
involved in the church.  A person with this gift can be part of a mentoring program.  Visitation of and ministry to the 
sick, elderly, single parents, underprivileged youth and families would fall under ñhelps.ò 

 

TEACHING  
(Acts 13:1; 18:24-28; 20:20-21; 1 Cor 12:28; Ephes 4:11; 1 Tim 2:7, James 3:11) 

__  I have assisted people to learn about their faith and the Bible  
__  I feel God leading me to teach where I am needed 
__  I feel called to help with Catholic education 
 

Teaching means to communicate the truths of the scriptures and our faith so that those who hear it put it into prac-
tice.  In a person with this gift there is real excitement in sharing their faith with other people.  They enjoy seeing peo-
ple come alive when they get understanding.  A person with the gift of teaching could lead small group Bible studies, 
childrenôs church program; disciple new converts. 

 

LEADERSHIP  
(Luke 10:16, Acts 7:10, Romans 12:8, 1 Tim 3:4; 5:17, Titus 3:8, 14, Heb 13:17) 

__  I have helped make important decisions 
__  I have been asked by others to explain a Bible passage or Catholic doctrine 
__  I feel God leading me to lead/help lead a ministry 
 

Leadership means to rule, preside or stand over.  A leader has a vision and gives direction and oversight to an or-
ganization.  Whereas the person with the gift of administration steers the boat, the person with the gift of leadership 
is more like the captain and tells the person at the helm where to steer it.  A person with the gift of leadership has a 
deep passion to help people reach their goals.  A person with the gift of leadership gets a deep conviction of a need 
and can see the solution.  A person with this gift could chair boards/committees; plan youth outings, social events or 
programs.  
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KNOWLEDGE  
(Acts 5:1-11, Romans 11:33, 1 Cor. 12:8, 2 Cor. 11:6, Ephes 3:19, Col 2:3) 

__   I have done research on Catholic doctrine and biblical topic(s) 
__   I feel called to work with others to help them understand the Bible and our faith 
__   I feel God leading me to study more about my faith 
 

A person with this gift has the desire to seek out, investigate and personally experience the meaning of Godôs word.  
Paul uses this same word in Romans 15:14 where he writes, ñI myself am convinced about you, my brothers, that you 
yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to admonish one another.ò  God seems to speak to 
you with information and ideas that are insightful and helpful to the church or in ministry and adds to our complete under-
standing of Christ.  Opportunities include: teaching, preaching, retreats, RCIA religious education, parish council, speak-
ing on apologetics, current issues, etc. 

 

MERCY  

(Matt 20:29-34, Mark 9:41, Luke 10:33-35, Acts 11:28-30; 16:33-34, Romans 12:8) 
__   I have volunteered to help those in need 
__   I have been able to assist those who cannot help themselves 
__   People say I am compassionate 
 

Mercy means to be led by God to be compassionate in your attitudes, words and actions.  It is love in action.  This em-
pathy stirs deep inside you and causes you to want to do something.  You want to bring relief to the immediate needs 
that you are aware of.  Mercy can be used in helping someone with physical, emotional, financial or spiritual situations.  
This gift can be used in visiting the sick, elderly, and prisons, homeless shelters, job placement programs, missionary, 
etc.   

 

TRUST IN MIRACLES   
(Gen 18:14, Mark 9:38-40; 16:17-18, Luke 1:37, Acts 4:30; 5:1-10, 5:12, 13:11) 

__   I pray believing when the only solution is a miracle 
__   People have asked me to pray that God would intervene in a situation  
__   I feel called to lead the people in believing in Godôs almighty power 
 

A person with the gift of Trust in Miracles has a deep sensitivity to Godôs will in a situation and a deep belief in Godôs 
ability to fulfill His will.  They know that where manôs ability ends, Godôs supernatural ability takes over.  They have a 
spiritual burden to trust God in situations and ask Him to display His power for His glory.  This gift gives support to clergy 
by praying for Godôs intervention and power to be manifested in the special needs of the church and parish.  It should 
help create an atmosphere of worship, praise and holiness. 

 

PROPHECY 
 (Acts 2:14-36; 11:28; 15:32; Romans 12:6, 1 Cor 12:10; 14:3, 6, 24ff., Eph 3:1-6, 4:11-14) 

__   I have spoken out against immorality 
__   I have stood up for what is right according to our faith 
__   I lead the fight against abortion and other evil in our community 

 

In the Old Testament, prophecy was often predictive or praying and speaking on behalf of God.  In the New Testament, 
prophecy was speaking on Godôs behalf with authority on the Christian experience.  A person with this gift has a keen 
awareness of current events and cultural implications of not following Godôs word. Look for opportunities in counseling; 
spiritual direction; social justice; local rescue mission. 

 

SERVICE  
(Matt 4:11, Mark 1:31, Luke 10:40, John 12:2, Acts 6:1, Romans 12:7, Gal 6:2, Titus 3:4) 

__   I have done menial projects that need to be done 
__   I have helped set up for different programs in the church 
__   I am willing to do the jobs others donôt want to do 

 

Service means to aid, relieve, help, attend or to wait on people through menial duties.  It is where we get our words dea-
con, minister and servant.  Service can include almost any work that benefits others.  Jesus washed the feet of His disci-
ples and said that the greatest will be servant to the rest.  His disciples were to minister or serve others, especially the 
needy.  Exceptional volunteer; handyman/woman; trouble-shooter; support staff: short-term projects. The need is end-
less.   
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WISDOM 
 (Acts 6:3, 10; 7:10, 1 Cor 1:18-25,26-27; 3:18-19; 12:18, Col 1:28; 3:16, 2 Peter 3:15) 

__   I have taught Godly living from the Bible and Church doctrine 
__   I apply my faith to everyday problems 
__   I have been asked by others to explain our faith regarding a problem they are having 

 

To have the gift of Wisdom is to be able to apply your faith and Biblical knowledge to living a Godly life. The ñmessage 
of wisdomò is being able to know the mind of Christ and His word as it pertains to specific situations.  A person with this 
gift loves to read, meditate and commune with God, drawing wisdom that applies the scriptures to everyday living.  
Priest/pastoral staff, counseling, spiritual direction, problem solving, teaching, leadership are just a few of the areas of 
ministry. 

 
CONFIRMATION AND GROWTH 

 

Discovery of a spiritual gift is a wonderful beginning upon which to build. However, since varying interpretations 
of questions may lead to different responses, it is important to test any findings you have been given through 
further study, prayer, evaluation and confirmation.  Follow these eight steps to fully explore each gift that you 
think you may have: 
 

(1) Learn about the gift : Study scriptural passages on gifts in general as well as specific gifts you feel you may 
have been given. Gain a full understanding about your gift by reviewing the kinds of things that characterize 
persons who have this gift and the ways the gift can be employed. 
 

(2) Accept the gift: Believe that you are gifted and give thanks to God for your gift. 
 

(3) Pray for guidance : Prayer is essential if you wish to become serious about discovering and using your gift 
to fulfill Godôs purposes. This will open passageways for Godly insights and strengthen your faith for use of the 
gift. 
 

(4) Offer yourself to God : Make a commitment to do whatever God asks of you and trust in him to give you 
what you need for the task.  
 

(5) Examine yourself : Look at how God has already been at work in your life.  Review past accomplishments 
and present interests.  
 

(6) Seek confirmation : Do other Christians who know you recognize particular giftedness within you? Ask for 
the counsel of friends and family and especially from people who seem to have the same gift. Do they see this 
gift in you? 
 

(7) Try out your gift : Test the waters as soon as you can using all the above steps as support and volunteer in 
a way that you can use your gift.  
 

(8) Look for results : If you have accurately identified the spiritual gift, use of it will produce results. You should 
be able to discern that your initial efforts have been at least modestly fruitful. Continue working to develop your 
gift, and the blessings will become apparent to all. If evaluation reveals that your service has been ineffective, 
then seek anew to find your gift(s). 
 
Even though your gift sets you up in a very real way for empowered use of it in ministry, nothing much will hap-
pen unless it is used. Through use you are able to develop the gift to a level of effectiveness. Expand your 
knowledge by reading books and articles related to your gift or listen to audio tapes and videos by scholars in 
the field.  
 

Continually pray for guidance and strength in the use of your gift and ask God to open your eyes to the needs 
of others that your gift might address. Prioritize around your gift so that you can focus your efforts on ministry 
for which you are gifted and minimize involvement in areas for which you may not be equipped. Expect to sacri-
fice personally in the service of the Lord, and do not be afraid. Having and using a spiritual gift in no way 
shields you from adversity, but it does give you assurance of Godôs favor. 
 

Support other members in the church in the use of their gifts by confirming with them that you see good fruit 
from their efforts. The feedback you give will help them to discover and develop their gifts, and it will contribute 
to an overall communal spirit of congregational ministry, which is important in the building up of the church. 
 

Information from this survey is based in part on information at www.layministry.com 
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Appendix B - 91ï Day Bible Reading Plan  
Our faith is a treasured gift from God.  Reading the Bible is one of the most important things we can do. 
We need to learn more about our faith each day and ask God for the wisdom to live it in our actions and 
then share it with as many friends as we can.  The challenge of reading the entire Bible can be over-
whelming.  A good way to start is with The Great Adventure system.  This is a Catholic Bible learning sys-
tem that makes the complex simple by teaching the story (the narrative) of the Bible.  We strongly recom-
mend that in doing the Bible Timeline Bible Study, you make the time to read all the chapters that tell the 
story of each particular time period.  The readings are rarely short, and at times they are difficult.  But 
there is no substitute for actually reading, by yourself, the story of salvation history the way the inspired 
authors recorded it.  The authors of this study have received hundreds of letters from people who found 
completing the reading a challenge, who persevered, and who were exceedingly blessed in the proc-
ess.  Many of those went back to do the study a second time. 

Early World  
Gen. 1-4 
Gen. 5-8 
Gen. 9-11 
 
Patriarchs  
Gen. 12-16 
Gen. 17-20 
Gen. 21-24 
Gen. 25-28 
Gen. 29-32 
Gen. 33-36 
Gen. 37-40 
Gen. 41-45 
Gen. 46-50 
 
Egypt and Exodus  
Ex. 1-4 
Ex. 5-8 
Ex. 9-12 
Ex. 13-16 
Ex. 17-20 
Ex  21-24 
Ex. 25-28 
Ex. 29-32 
Ex. 33-36 
Ex. 37-40 
 
Desert Wanderings  
Num. 1-4 
Num. 5-8 
Num. 9-12 
Num. 13-16 
Num. 17-20 
Num. 21-24 
Num. 25-28 
Num. 29-32 
Num. 33-36 

Conquest and Judges  
Josh. 1-4 
Josh. 5-8 
Josh. 9-12 
Josh. 13-16  
Josh. 17-20 
Josh. 21-24 
Judg. 1-4 
Judg. 5-8 
Judg. 9-11 
Judg. 12-14 
Judg. 15-17 
Judg. 18-21 
1 Sam. 1-4 
1 Sam. 5-8 
1 Sam. 9-12 
 
Royal Kingdom  
1 Sam. 13-16 
1 Sam. 17-20 
1 Sam. 21-24 
1 Sam. 25-28 
1 Sam. 29-31 
2 Sam.  1-4 
2 Sam. 5-8 
2 Sam. 9-12 
2 Sam. 13-16 
2 Sam. 17-20 
2 Sam 21-24 
1 Kings 1-4 
1 Kings 5-8 
1 Kings 9-11 
 
Divided Kingdom  
1 Kings 12-15 
1 Kings 16-19 
1 Kings 20-22 
2 Kings 1-4 

2 Kings 5-8 
2 Kings 9-12 
2 Kings 13-16 
 
Exile  
2 Kings 17-20 
2 Kings 21-25 
 
Return  
Ezra 1-5 
Ezra 6-10 
Neh. 1-4 
Neh. 5-8 
Neh. 9-13 
 
Maccabean Revolt  
1 Macc. 1-4 
1 Macc. 5-8 
1 Macc. 9-12 
1 Maac 13-16 
 
Messianic Fulfillment  
Luke 1-4 
Luke 5-8 
Luke 9-12 
Luke 13-16 
Luke 17-20 
Luke 21-24 
 
Church  
Acts 1-4 
Acts 5-8 
Acts 9-12 
Acts 13-16 
Acts 17-20 
Acts 21-24 
Acts 25-28 

©2004 Ascension Press.  To learn more about studying the Bible, go on The Great Adventure.  Visit 

www.GreatAdventureOnline.com or call 800-376-0520 
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