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Stewardship
A Faith Journey

Our Church is on a faith journey to make stewardship a
way of life. We invite you to join with us on our journey.

It will change your life forever.

What is Stewardship?
Stewardship is having the wisdom to understand that
everything we have is a gift from God of which we are to
be the absolute best caretakers.

Stewardship is a way of life honoring God in everything
we do with all His gifts. Living life God-centered rather
than self-centeredd thinking of Him first before our own
wants.

Stewardship is having the heart to give back out of love a
portion of every gift that has been entrusted to us by God.

Stewardship is living life with the understanding that
someday God will ask each and every one of us what we
did with all of His varied gifts.

Stewardship is a life long faith journey that brings us ever
closer to Jesus Christ; following the path He so perfectly
laid out for us through His life example.

Stewardship is life altering and its rewards last an eter-
nity.

Stewardship Committee Created

A Stewardship Committee has been formed to serve the
Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick. Watch for Stewardship
messages in the bulletin and on the website stpatrick-
cathedral.com with topics to enhance your spiritual life.
Topics will include Prayer, Time, Talent, Faith, Family,
Treasure. Join us in our spiritual journey as disciples of
Jesus Christ. The Spirit will show us the way.

09/07/08

Stewardship
The Challenge

In some ways it may be harder to be a Christian steward
today than at times in the past. Although religious faith is a
strong force in the I|ives
dominant secular culture often contradicts the values of the
Judaeo-Christian tradition. This is a culture in which de-
struct i @enatefiaissmmrelativism, hedonism, indi-
vidualism, consumerismd exercise seductive, powerful in-
fluences. There is a strong tendency to privatize faith, to
push it to the margins of
hearts or, at best, their homes, while excluding it from the
marketplace of ideas where social policy is formed and
men and women acquire their view of life and its meaning.
(U.S. Bishops)

What are two great examples of stew-
ardship?

1.AFor God so |l oved the
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but
mi ght have (8chre3rldaNAB) | i fe. O

This is the ultimate act of stewardship that God did for us.
What gift can we give to God in return for the greatest gift
of all, his Son, Jesus Christ? Live your life here on earth
God-centered rather than self-centered. Honor God first in
everything you do, and everything you do will be for him.

2. iYour ancestors ate the
died; this is the bread that comes down from heaven so
that one may eat it and not die. | am the living bread that
came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live
forever; and the BREAD that | will give is MY FLESH for the
i fe of (Johe6:48-BIrNAB). 0

The Holy Eucharist: All over the world Jesus Christ shares
His body and blood with wus
fooddo to nourish our soul
blood, soul and divinity with us every day. It is the holiest
act of Stewardship.

Live life God -centered
rather than self -centered.

09/14/08
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Stewardship
The Choice

Christians are part of
culture, influenced by it in many ways. In recent dec-
ades many Catholics in particular have entered into

Stewardship

The life of a Christian steward, lived in imitation of the life of
Christ, is challenging, even difficult in many ways; but both

0 U here and henedftar iyidHchbarget evith intenaenay. LikeePagull | ar
sa

the good steward is able to
ment, | am overflowing with joy all the more because of all

the mainstream of American society. That hasbeena our afflictiono (2 Cor 7:4).
remarkable achievement. Often, though, this process | i ve i n this _way l earn that fa
also has widened the dAspWih©oo! deqd weeho f{ RoMh 8:ak&) -1 i fl é
which Vatican |1 saw as oR®rigncgi A dafmoPRd sieS jAgdL hef n
rors of our age.od Thus A rﬁ"@”f’ Freatgdyin Carist Jesis,for the;gaog,workg tgafeqot h a
taken on some of the less attractive values of the n2as Prepared hl n advan Cl e, that
secular culture. For example, although religious peo- 2: 4, 10)- They readily cry ou
le often speak about community, individualism infects the Lord always! I shall say
P P Y: They Il ook forward in hope to |

the religious experience of many persons. Parishes,
dioceses, and church institutions appear impersonal
and alienating in the eyes of many. Evangelization is
not the priority it shoul
and charismas, how to empower the laity, how to rec-
ognize the role of women, how to affirm racial, cultural
and ethnic minorities, how to overcome poverty and
oppressiond these and countless other issues remain
vexing questions as well as opportunities.

Some people think stewardship is only about money
and the U.S. Bishops Pastoral Letter on Stewardship
recognizes the importance of church support, including
the sharing of time, talent, and treasure. But it situates
church support in its broader contextd what it means

to be a disciple of Jesus Christ . This is the context
of stewardship. Generous sharing of resources, in-
cluding money, is central to its practice, and church
support is a necessary part of this. Essentially, it
means helping the
and personal resources of all kinds. This sharing is
not an option for Catholics who understand what mem-
bership in the Church involves. It is a serious duty. It
is a consequence of the faith which Catholics profess
and celebrate. What is needed is a comprehensive
view of stewardshipd a vision of a sharing, generous,
accountable way of life rooted in Christian disciple-
shipd which people can take to heart and
apply to the circumstances of their lives.

The Stewardship
support our ongoing formation as disciples
of Jesus Christ. We encourage all to join
us on this journey.

09/21/08

Churchoés Omirsrsé Yo.n

addressed to those who have lived as disciples faithful in
their practice of stewardship:
by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from

d'higefoudl®aM itoh WS e tiBnBtRell Biho 9(

opsd Pastoral Lexter on Stewar

You Cannot Change Your Past
No Matter How Hard You Try,
Yet Partnered with Christ,
You Can Make Your Future.

AWho then can be saved?o0 J
said, Afor human beings thi
all things are pos-286NaB)e. 0

Start today , join us on this incredible faith journey in

the footsteps of Christ. The life changes you make

today will last an eternity. It all starts with the first

step. Trust in God. He will be with you for the entire

wiBkahc mopey sotnide ,g 0

samed Eternal salvation through Jesus Christ. Let

Christ into your heart so that He may guide you on

your journey, so that you may hear the words when

you stand before Hi m: i We

ful servant. o (Matthew 25:

not a guarantee, it is an invitation and a choice each

of us must make. Join us today on this faith journey

of stewardship, allowing Christ to light the way. Living

the life of a true Christian steward is living in the Spirit.
heart to God so that He may use you

Open @p qur
for Hi S{J?pose.' Shark His love, which He has
poured out to us, with everyone you meet.

|
2

Trust in God
Let His Truth Set You Free

09/28/08
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Stewardship Corner: Stewardship Corner:
Prayer Prayer

Rosary Experiencing a New Revival Prayer is Gododés most POWERF!

According to Pope Benedict gikWéhasdgiRntd ¥dchd ustosBarer 0sary i s
enjoying a revival among Catholics and can be a pro-

found way to relive the evefahs 8%, Glos a3ked Juedtibrs Bbout pralet. ' S
pious practice relegated to the past, like a prayer of for- We hope thev will be insiahtful to vou
mer times to be remembered with nostalgia. The rosary, P y 9 you.

on the contrary, is experiencing almost a new springtime.

This is undoubtedly one of the most eloquent signs of the How do | pray?

love that younger generations have for Jesus and for his It is a matter of the heart. When you pray to God,
mot her, Mary, 0 The pope e prpyhfos iyaueidnertnfost heard @nd speakadivectly to

Mary through the rosary hasHifhJustsalk toaQod. iHe svill kiseem.t er . fi When
is prayed in an authentic way, not mechanically or super-

ficially but in a profound way, it can in fact bring peace When do | pray?

and reconciliation. o '

EVERYDAY. When you wake up in the morning just
say thank you to the Lord. Pray over each meal
About eight years ago, | made the decision to leave a thanking the Lord for that meal, friends and family.

mainline Protestant religion, where | was very involved, to Pray when you drive to work, cut the grass, take a
become Catholic. In Protestant faiths there is litle em- Walk, go to the gym or beach. Pray any time God

phasis on Mary. However, for some reason, maybe it Comes to your mind. Lastly, pray before you go to

was because my motherds membey and mieghth walsuStadbay ATh:
due to Al zhei mer ds, I was intrigued by Mary and had a
strong desire to | earn to know outh_d@qgré}ﬁfor'_mother. I

tho“%ht_ what E]ert]ter Wa%’ (tjo 'eﬁm tohkﬂow Mary than 10 | et your heart be your guide. Yourself, your family,
ﬁzznnon%g;vgowige?; ﬂ?é' Trorsoa‘ig tl Egﬁsﬁ[y{;‘ ;'”geo:( your friends, someone you read about who had
pray Y 9 b trauma in their life, a fellow parishioner. Remember

the rosary and listened to it as | ran each morning. Then lead in the church and .
| found directions about the rosary beads. At firstit wasa OUr 1€aders in the church and our government in your

bit confusingéwhat to do o Praers.c Write gaghieng dewn pn yguy prayer,card
hang of it quickly. Then | learned you could pray the ro-  (distributed in September) with the prayer intention.
sary for a specific intention. | decided the intention of my Keep it with you and pray daily. As you start to pray
daily rosary would be for my mother. After praying the each day, pray for yourself: strength to overcome
rosary daily for over a year, | wondered if | would ever temptation, addiction, guidance for spiritual strength,
know the impact this had magep witha problem ©f M&rmage God fwants yo n e
day, as | arrived at the personal care home where my rayers. He will hear you.

mot her l'ived, I t hought ﬁsrPe rarely kinows me anymor e,

how could she communicate t m ab t Ma,r.y ?2 0 M
. 4 )
mother was not Catholic, but a woman of great faith.) As Boe§'God teally hear ant'answer plgaye\fs.

we were visiting and | was trying to understand what she ~We can tell you absolutely, hpwever, you b_e the
was saying, my mother leaned over to me, lifted up the Jl_Jdge- Start your prayer cards with your special inten-
Miraculous Medal | was wearing, looked at it, and said, tions and highlight them as they are answered either

A Convert Meets Mary in the Rosary

ilsné6t she beautiful .o S iYesoe Nom Yhemreftett enrthemmad never seen
this medal before, | knew it was a way for me to know
that Mary was indeed praying for her. Remember, pray from your heart and soul as an un-

. _ selfish act of deep meaning. As it states in the Bible,
For the past eight years, | have made the rosary my daily AThe prayers o f a righteous

prayer, whether while running, driving, walking or wor- swered. o
shipping. At first | thought maybe people would think | )
was talking to myself, but | find that | blend in with all the

folks talking on their cell phones. Maybe both are wire-

less, but | promise you with Mary you will never be dis-

connected.

Theresa Capricci, Member, Stewardship Committee

10/05/08
10/12/08



Stewardship Corner:
Prayer

Many things in life are easy to talk about, but difficult to do. If
you want to lose weight, you must burn up more calories than
you consume. To have better finances, you must spend less
money than you bring in. These are simple in theory, yet seem
oh so difficult in practice.
cheesecake and replace it with a two-mile walk.

Our spiritual life is similar. If we reduce our entire Christian
experience down to the lowest common denominator, the one
thing that permeates all other aspects of being a follower of
Christ is prayer. Want to resist temptation? Pray. Unsure of
the future of your finances? Pray. Considering another child?
Pray. Feeling the tug to get involved with a ministry? Pray.

Dondédt know what to do about
Pray.

It is quite simple. Yet many times we forget. We try to find
fother wayso to solve these
less if everything depends on God. Pray as if everything de-
pends on you.O0 Usually we

fret, worry and try to work things out on our own, forgetting the
one thing we should be doing when faced with any decision or
difficult situation. Pray.

A teenager once asked Adid
answer is a resounding YES! Look at the Gospels. He prayed
in the desert before beginning his ministry. He prayed before
selecting the apostles. He prayed for Peter to be strengthened.
He prayed in the garden. God made Man turned to prayer for
guidance and for strength. He is our example.

Prayer need not be complicated. Our Catholic faith is rich is
beautiful prayers. These are very helpful when circumstances

make it so that we are wunabl e
Fathero said earnestly for a
spoken in a time of fear is

remember to trust. We must remember to rely on God. He
promised to take care of us and guide us. He promised to pro-
vide what we needd not necessarily what we want. He said he
would never leave us. | believe he meant it.

In my own I|ife | can | ook
when | drifted away from God by drifting away from prayer. The
times when | went at it all alone. The biggest successes and
joys were attached to periods of prayer. The best decisions
were made prayerfully.

As a child, my family did not pray together. Prayer was left for
Mass (when we attended three times a year) or for Catholic
School. As a parent myself, | pray with my children every day.
| pray for my children every day as welll The cool partd they
pray for me, too! The best gift we can give our kids is the gift of
prayer.

In the Sound of Music a young Maria is asked by the Mother
Superior fiwhat is the purpose
will of God and to follow it
how do we find the will of God and then have the strength to
follow it fAwholeheartedly?o

We all know it. Now we need to follow the advice of that big
sneaker company: Just do it!
A Parishioner

10/19/08
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Stewardship Corner:
Prayer

Prayer is the most POWERFUL, yet COMFORTING gift
God has given each of us to share.

Open your heart to the true gift of prayer and start building

yBUr foérsonat telationship with Gb@ todag &y speaking to a s s
Him daily of your needs, concerns, pains, temptations and
failures. Seek His forgiveness, comfort and guidance.

Share the gift of prayer with everyone God puts in your life
or on your heart. Seek His strength, wisdom, comfort and
love to guide, protect and help yourself and others.

t 58d waht@ §s%&tlim © Him2each 9y of dur 1i9ek, shafy’ s ?

with Him, from our heart, our inner most self. He is our Fa-
ther and we are His children. He delights when we turn to

p rHinb foreheds and thahk Kim i all Heahdsidpee fares. i wo r k
Wei lhav

aWeF rwog k ¢
has provided solace and comfort to many Christians since it
was written in 1857 by Joseph Scriven (b. 1819 Dublin,
Ireland). He originally wrote the words to comfort his

J e smatherpvh@ yad a seriods ifiness.r Many missionavies.have T h e

said it is one of the first hymns they taught to new converts.

What a Friend We Have in Jesus

What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
t o Allgcause wepdg mot cayiyeveryiniog taiGpd in prayen
or the Prayer of St .

fiour

We should never be discourageéd; take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Brercigus Sawia, still durgefugentake itgotthe Lotdinjpraysr. we r e
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In His arms Hedll take and shield

Blessed Savior, Thou hast promised Thou wilt all our burdens bear
May we ever, Lord, be bringing all to Thee in earnest prayer.
Soon in glory bright unclouded there will be no need for prayer
Rapture, praise and endless worship will be our sweet portion there.

Joseph Scriven

of Iife?o0 Sh onds fAto find
whol eheartedly wi se answer .
You guessed i ayer .

10/26/08
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Stewardship Corner:
Prayer

Why Do Catholics Pray to Saints?

Should No One Get Between Man and God?
You may have been asked
and you may have had Protestant friends quote 1 Tim 2:5 For
there is one God. There is also one mediator between God and
the human race, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave him-
self as ransom for all. Butwaiti | t 6 s not
ask people to pray for them is it? Paul encouraged people to

Stewardship Corner:

Prayer
God Wants a Close Intimate Relationship With
You!
A Why & cafedhitm 0 thd Catholicfthuich (CE®2 555g )N tS1?Pt e s
is the raising of oneés mind and
good things from God. o

only \we aré frdbdbly §iISamitaP viith the second part of this definition.

Who among us, in some time of need or distress, has not called

pray for others and tells thempdGRiTor Rdis@utS Bk, What des R fitst part ok thid defE € N €
out what Paul writes in 1 Tim:1-4 First of all, then, l ask that i t i on real | y mean? What does it
supplications, prayers, petitions , and thanksgivings be of-  pagrt to God?
fered for everyone, for kings and for all in authority, that we may
lead a quiet and tranquil life in all devotion and dignity. This is  pMost of us can come to a basic understanding of this by answer-
good and pleasing to God our savior , who wills everyoneto | ng t he question, fiWhat does it m
be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth. with a fellow human?d We do this
. . spending time with them, sharing our thoughts, emotions, experi-
Do the Saints Pray in Heaven? ences, values and goals, by putting our trust in someone and by
In Revelation 5:7-8, we read He came and received the scroll  gemonstrating our own trustworthiness. The more we spend time
from the right hand of the one who sat on the throne. When he it someone, communicate and work together toward common
took it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell  gpiectives with them, the closer relationship we develop with that
down before the Lamb. Each of the elders held a harp and gold  person. In the closest relationships, we often are happy just to be
bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of the holy in the presence of that person; when we deeply love someone we
ones [saints]. And in Rev. 8:3-4 Another angel came and  \ant to share all of their experiences, whether that be sharing in
stood at the altar, holding a gold censer. He was given a great joyful occasions or comforting them in times of sorrow.
quantity of incense to offer, along with the prayers of all the
holy ones , on the gold altar that was before the throne. The T i s is al so what it means to rai
smoke of the incense along with the prayers of the holy ones  God wants a close, intimate relationship with us, a relationship
went up before God from the hand of the angel. which involves Him in every aspect of our lives. He wants us to
_ _ trust in Him, to share our good times and troubles, to request His
Can Saints Pray for Us in Heaven? assistance. But we will not have such a relationship if we fail to
In Hebrews 12:1, Paul says there are witnesses in heaven of spend time with Him. We do this through prayer. We use our
us Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of minds and hearts to bless, adore and praise God as our divine
witnesses , let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that  reator, and strive to understand God. We ask God to help us in
clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies before oy gajly needs and in times of trouble. We should give thanksgiv-
us. ing for all of the blessings and graces He provides us.
So do we come just to God or also call on the assembly of  How many of us would expect a good marriage to exist, if a cou-
saints in heaven as well? In Hebrews 12:22-24 we read Now,  pje rarely spoke to one another, and rarely spent time together?
you have approached Mount Zion and the city of the living  How would we expect the couple to really love one another if they
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and countless angels in festal  oply spoke when they needed something from the other person?
gathering, and the assembly of the firstborn enrolled in A loving relationship requires that both partners set aside time for
heaven, and God the judge of all, and the spirits of the just each other, that they communicate, know, trust and support one
made perfect , and Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant ,  another in good times and bad. In summary, a good relationship is
and the sprinkled blood that speaks more eloquently than that  p5rd work.
of Abel. So here Paul says we come directly not only to God,
but to an assembly of the firstborn enrolled in heaven (saints). We know that these things are required to have a good marriage.
o L Why then, do so many people expect to have a good relationship
We are One Family in Christ in Heaven and on Earth with God, with little or no effort toward that relationship? We must
We are all one family in heaven and on earth, united together, \york toward a good relationship with God. After all, do you want
as children of the Father, through Jesus Christ. Our brothers ; go to heaven and be with someor
and sisters who have gone to heaven before us are not a differ-
ent family. That is , in he Ap o sHgyed ReQourbes: € € d ,
we profess a belief t he ficommungjw hiveRdiis.com
saints. o There canno e a i . f

there is no union. Loving beings, whether on
earth or in heaven, are concerned for other
beings, and this concern is reflected spiritually
through prayers for one another.

Suggestedreading: Any Friend of
Friend of Mine by Patrick Madrid.

11/02/08

Avenf. dhdritdhéathdliCorg/Features/SaintofDay
www.sacredspace.ie
http://churchresources.info/pray/index.shtml
www.presentationministries.com/obob/ obob.asp
www.virtualrosary.org/

11/09/08



Stewardship Corner:
Prayer

The Practice of Prayer Today

While individual prayer is the simplest form of praise to
the Lord, the stewardship of prayer asks for the commit-
ment of allotting time for prayer. The desire to pray is
within us all, but the practice of beginning each day with
prayer often becomes another item on the agenda, an
item which becomes easier and easier to postpone as the
duties of the day command our presence and attention.

The intimacy of prayer must be captured at a dedicated,
quiet time during the day. Just as we would make any
other appointment, make an appointment with the Lord to
pray. How we pray is a personal choice with many varia-
tions. Consider committing five minutes a day to prayer
as a starting point for your stewardship of prayer.

How to Make a Commitment to

Stewardship of Prayer
ltds actually easier than
prayer life steeped in a sense of gratitude for all that we
are and have can be a wonderful legacy you build for
yourself, your family and our parish family.

Will you commit the first five minutes of tomorrow to be
with God in prayer? Begin right now by asking God to
help you remember your desire to begin tomorrow with
Him. ALor d, I want to meet
morning for at least five minutes. Tomorrow when the
alarm clock rings, |

Remember the promise revealed through His Word: A Hi s

mercies are renewed each morning so great is His faith-
fulnesséGod is the Lord to
soul who s tankntatioHs 3r22-25

Keep this list of individual and family prayer opportunities
below as a reminder of your commitment to prayer:

__ Five minutes a day commitment to prayer
Attend Sunday Mass regularly
Prepare for scripture readings at Sunday Mass
Attend weekday Mass
Eucharistic adoration

__ Daily Rosary

Shared prayer with family

___ Prayer before and after
meals
Fasting
Meditation
__ Novena

Your own method of prayer

Next week T Your Prayer Journal

11/16/09

Stewardship Corner:

rec

Prayer
Your Prayer Journal
Keeping track of your prayer
great way to build your faith.

faithfulness. When you are in a season of waiting on the Lord,

return to your prayer journal and meditate on all of the times
He has come through for you!

Keeping a prayer journal helps you in many ways

By writing your prayers down it keeps you focused on
God.

When you are going through a trial, it is great to have your
prayer journal so you can read through all of the
answered prayers in your own life.

Over time, it will develop into a beautiful love story
between you and the Lord.

How to Make a Prayer Journal
Get a journal /notebook with at least 70 pages of paper or
buy a prayer journal*

Write an entry It

and prayers that have been answered.

have an laeiI}g%SBqCGna{ the daitem of fhe page tq rgcord ggswers,

servations, etc., or have two columns on the page i
one for prayers and one to record answers, etc.

. Benefi
° Mfh ev‘ﬁh Ow V! et
power in our lives.
It provides a disciplined activity that trains us in godly
living.
Reminds us that God answers prayer and increases our
trust in Him.
Helps us put into words our feelings and ideas.

(*With Prayer All Things Are Possible Prayer Journal: Catholic
Edition with Rosary (one option available at www.amazon.com)
Includes beloved liturgical prayers, daily

prayers, and prayers for special occasions -

from the Lord's Prayer and the Hail Mary, the

Stations of the Cross, the Rosary, to the

Apostles’ Creed and Act of Contrition, plus

many more of the best-loved prayers of the

Catholic faith. Also inspirational writings,

quotes and personal prayers of the saints,

combined with Bible verses to help nurture

and deepen your prayer life. Plenty of space

to write is provided on the ruled pages.)

11/23/08
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Do include the date.
Tips

Keep a Bible on hand so you can add verses to your
entries

Divide your entry into two se.:
your prayer requests and requests on behalf of
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Stewardship Corner:
Talents

This Monday is the start of December and the
time when we start to give a lot of thought about the
gifts we will be giving to others as we prepare to
celebrate Christmas. For stewardship, it begins the
focus on gifts as well. Not those we give to others,
but those that God has given to us.

A gift that God has given to us is called a charism.
Charism is the Greek word used in the New Testa-
ment for "favor" or "gr

of the Catholic CCharisnts hor
spiritual gifts, are special abilities given to us by the
Holy Spirit to enable us to be powerful channels of
God's love and redeeming presence in the world.
Whether extraordinary or ordinary, charisms are to
be used in charity or service to build up the Church.o

By discovering your spiritual gifts, you will find the
role God wants you to have in the church. And God
has a role in mind for everyone. Charisms of the
Holy Spirit enable us to be exceptionally effective
for the Kingdom of God. It is unusually energizing
and fulfilling to exercise a charism and we are much
less likely to burn out if working in the arena of our
giftedness.

This December and January we will focus on spiri-
tual gifts to help you more fully comprehend what is
implicit in giftedness and how you might use your
gifts. This will include a spiritual gifts analysis ques-
tionnaire for your personal use. What does Jesus
tell us about those who do not use their talents?
fFor to everyone who has, more will be given
and he will grow rich; but from the one who has
not, even what he has will be taken
away. 0 (Matthew 25:29)

11/30/09

Stewardship Corner:
Talent

Catholicism is Not a Spectator Sport

Stewardship begins with prayer and an
understanding that this concept is as old as the
Scriptures.

Although there are countless examples in the
Old Testament of men and women using their
gifts to honor God, our vision of stewardship is

a traofed in thes teaghinDs of Jesu3 Gheist. Cat ec hi s
tells us

t hat f

He prepared His apostles to carry on His
teachings. "Come Follow Me" is not a
suggestion; it is our mission as Christians. We
use our gifts or talents to be disciples; to be the
hands and feet of our Lord, to do what He would
do if He were here in the flesh.

Not sure what your talents are or how you can
use them? We will help you discover your
talents and ways to put them to use.

In the Stewardship Corner we will focus on
spiritual gifts to help you more fully comprehend
what is implicit in giftedness and how you might
use your gifts.

Coming in January is a spiritual gifts analysis for
your personal use.

12/7/08
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Stewardship Corner:
Talent

The Gifts of Service/Helps

Scott knows how to plug in where needed. He just
has an affinity for that-- if there is a need, he's more
than happy to help fill it. And happy is the word for it,
because he always has a happy look on his face as
he does this or that. Roof leaking? "Hey, I'll go up
there." Grass need mowing? "How about next week-
end?" Chairs in the wrong place? "Let me take care
of that." Kids need a chaperone? "I've got a car." It's
always a quick response to a need, and that's be-
cause Scott sees service as his ministry. He is a
believer that he can support the efforts of others and
help pull things off. Some people start things or talk
about things-- he finishes things. It's the gift of ser-
vice.

The qift of service is also described as the gift of
helps in different scriptural passages. The gift mani-
fests itself in persons who place themselves at the
disposal of others in order to give assistance in a
Christian undertaking. There are always many
things that need tending to in the church, and many
of these things require no particular ability other
than a willingness to see and do the task at hand.
People with the gift of service or helps are ones who

Stewardship Corner:
Talent

The Gift of Knowledge

He was not particularly interested in religion, but a
church group gave him a chance to make some
friends. They were all talking about the Bible and their
faith, and he really couldn't offer anything on the
subject because he had never even touched a Bible.
Curtis figured he'd better take a look at it before the
next meeting. He began reading the Bible one
evening, and he literally couldn't put it down. All
through the night he poured over the pages and on
through the next day. Day after day he lived and
breathed scripture. His thirst for the Word of God was
insatiable from that day on. Curtis has the gift of
knowledge, and today he is a publisher of religious
books.

Col. 1:10 - Then you will be able to live as the Lord
wants and will always do what pleases him. Your lives
will produce all kinds of good deeds, and you will grow
in your knowledge of God.

1 Cor. 12:8 - The Spirit gives one person a message
full of wisdom, while to another person the same Spirit
gives a message full of knowledge.

Do you have the gift of Knowledge? Questions to

fget things doneo and fiseskyduBef: j ob t hrough. o

Affirm that you have this gift; questions to ask
yourself:

1. Do you enjoy doing tasks that help others minis-
ter effectively?

2. Do you sense when others need a helping hand
and are ready to give it?

3. Are you content to take orders rather than to
give them?

4. Would you prefer to let someone else have the

1. Have you been able to help others distinguish key
and important facts of scripture?

2. Do you enjoy studying and reading material that
expands your understanding of the Bible and your
faith?

3. In your personal study, do you frequently discover
new insights in scripture?

4. Do you feel compelled to share with others the
insights you discover?

Alimelighto while offeri g Da biblicalppgssagesicome t¢ @inde when you

5. Do you find it satisfying to find practical ways to
help others do their work?

6. Have others mentioned that you seem to enjoy
doing routine tasks and that you do them well?

General ways to use the gift of service:
Personally: be a good Samaritan; help a busy sin-
gle parent or widow with home maintenance tasks.

Within the church: attend the nursery; help with
interior maintenance or in keeping up the grounds;
help with meal setup or cleanup.

12/14/08

seek to know Godos will i n

General ways to use the gift of knowledge:

e Personally: share biblical truths with family and
friends; tell stories from scripture whenever they seem
applicable.

e Within the church: find ways to offer the
knowledge you have gained in decision-making,
instruction, and through writing.

e Within the wider community: seek ecumenical

i nvol vement and help reveal
may be one. 0

12/21/08



Stewardship Corner:
Talent

The Gift of Teaching

He has a way of finding a story to explain every
situation. Jesus did that, too, so in a way he is like
Jesus. The stories come from his life's experiences
or from his reading, but they always do the trick.
They help him get the point across every time. Al
knows instinctively how to teach, and his teaching
comes from the heart. He will bear his soul if you
will learn from it. Some of his drive to teach comes
from understanding the importance of it for the spiri-
tual development of the members of the church, but
the instincts and desire for helping others to truly
learn are inspired by the Holy Spirit. Al has the gift
of teaching, and it is a joy to see how he creatively
exercises it.

All Christians are to share their faith stories as a
means of evangelizing and bringing others to Christ.
But it is the teacher that builds upon those initial sto-
ries with lessons of doctrine, church history, scrip-
ture, and personal experience that really converts
the learner to a full acceptance of the Christian life.

Affirm that you have this gift; questions to ask your-
self:

1. When you communicate biblical truth to others,
do you see changes in knowledge, attitudes, values
or conduct?

2. Do others understand as you explain the Bible
or the faith life to them?

3. Are you able to communicate truth clearly and
concisely and hold the interest of those you in-
struct?

4. Are you concerned to help others learn what the
Bible and our faith teaches about life?

5. Have people responded that you have helped
them learn biblical truth in a meaningful way?

General ways to use the gift of teaching:

e Personally: lead a friend through a Bible study;
clarify religious issues for an acquaintance.

e Within the church: serve as a teacher; lead an
adult Bible study or spiritual conversation class.

e Within the wider community: instruct in a life-
enrichment class.

(Reference: Acts 13:1; 18:24-28; 20:20-21, 1 Corin-
thians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11, 1 Timothy 2:7,
2 Timothy 1:11, James 3:11)

12/28/08

Stewardship Corner:
Talent

The Gift of Faith

All Christians have to learn how to ride out the various
tests to their faiths that occur in adversity. During
difficult times it is helpful to know of others who have
maintained their faith through the worst of times.
Betty's life was slipping away very quickly at too early
an aged the cancer could not be reversed. As her
many friends and family visited her in the hospital,
they were struck with the peace she displayed. Betty
was not afraid to die, as she knew she would soon be
with Jesus. She just wanted to comfort all of her
visitors and say good-bye. The testimony of her
courage in the last days was an inspiration to all that
knew her that faith gives us victory over death.

Heb. 11:1-3 - To have faith is to be sure of the things
we hope for, to be certain of the things we cannot see.
It was by their faith that people of ancient times won
Godbés approval. It is by
the universe was created
can be seen was made out of what cannot be seen.

Affirm that you have this gift; questions to ask
yourself:

1. Have you had the
will with certainty in a specific situation?
2. Have you felt assurance that God would do what
seemed unlikely?

3. Do you have a sense for moments when prayer
with deep faith is needed?

4. Are you able to go on believing God will act in a
situation in spite of evidence to the contrary?

General ways to use the gift of faith:

e Personally: be available to anyone desiring your
prayers.

e Within the church: offer hope in the face of any
discouraging situation, listen to the still small voice of
God for a word of guidance for his church.

e Within the wider
new community ministries.

1/4/09
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Stewardship Corner

Congratulations! You may have won one of
several valuable gifts!

I f youbre |ike me, you
guently. Since this marketing tool is used over and over
again, it indicates that people are very interested in re-
ceiving valuable gifts.

Stewardship Corner

Everyone Has a Part

attending Mass for one hour each week. We are
called to be active in the life of our parish
communion. We are called by Christ to use our

s e e Celebrating the r Hucharist nyeansr meore i thanf r e -

So |l et me st ar Congrailationsly Yauay giftidt6 love and serve the Lord. All of us have

Ch Aking Awhat s she TalkibBesn e e e SR o S0 a
in my driveway or new tele % gha eﬁ‘geilsnto keGognize ithﬁisﬁ%’edqeg%qﬁ_ f
Youére right. lom tal ki ng oWwitsand the inportarce of shagingthe. + 0 Go ¢
and the gifts that God has given to each one of us. They

are very valuable, because they are needed by us to fulfill  \Want to learn more about your gifts and ways to

what God wants us to do with our lives. use them?

You may already know what these gifts ared or you may

not. What better way to start the new year than totake PagrtOnei Use t hi s weekds bul |

time to identify the gifts God has given you and then put
them to use. You see, the more you use your gifts, the

more you wil/| gr ow. And
i snbdt al ways easy and
pain, no gain.o

How do we know we have been given gifts? We find that
answer in the New Testament (1 Corinthians 12, Romans
12, Ephesians 4) and the teaching of the Catholic Church
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 951). All Christians
are given one or more "long-term" or permanent
charisms, which are empowered ways in which God uses
us over and over again throughout our lives.

Next weekds bull etin
you identify what charism God has given to you. This is
not a fAtestodo (there are no
in finding or confirming what God has in mind for you to
do. Additional steps to help you continue the process are
provided. And finally, you can put all this to use later this
month at our Ministries Fair which will follow each Mass
on January 24-25.

In conclusion, | offer this verse from St. Paul in his letter
to the Ephesians:
Aféyou should put away t
mer way of life, corrupted through deceitful de-
sires, and be renewed in the spirit of your minds,
and put on the new self, created in God's way in

t o
ther ebs

featur

thSU% IP 9epsenedfn9 OnoX‘OU!y our

help you identify, confirm and explore your gifts.

(APRERGPE A/ In plewardshig Columns DAoKIGL ¢ ¢ |

truth to the statement
Part Two 1 Attend the Ministries Fair in Cathedral

Hall following the week-end Masses on January
24 and 25. This event is sponsored by the
Stewardship Committee. There will be
representatives available from various ministries
to answer any questions you may have about
how you can be good stewards in giving back
your time, talent, and treasure to God. There will

fino

afsd b& 4 Minfst?ids' Dirdctdty AvAifabl& thatowillh € ! P

REAVide, @ briet,degrtiption of gach minisiry, gt the
Cathedral (Did you know there are over 507?)
along with contact information.

Part Three i Pray about your gifts ~ @Ry
s

and what you learned at the \\\\“(/f
ministries fair. Now get involved i (/\(

|

\\\\/

righteousness and holiness of truth. o
Theresa Capricci
Chairman,
Stewardship Committee
01/11/09 01/18/09
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Stewardship Corner

Stewardship Corner

AYou can do something | Ca”6$tev\%l‘dshipofTirﬁea” do
somet hing you candét do. Together 'l et us do
somet hing beautModherTerdse rpefxgsd it  most important aspect of

Il n St. Matt hewbds Go s-30ewe
find the parable of the talents. Those men who took
a risk and saw a return on what they invested are
praised by their master for returning to him more
than he had given to them. But the servant who did
nothing with what he was given is chastised be-
cause he allowed his fear to make him afraid to do
anything.

Someti me, we donot
cause we are afraid
make a mistaked there are many reasons. | recall
when | was 23 and without a lot of experience, | had
a boss who encouraged you to stretch your skills
and grow. If you made a mistake, he would say to
you AThe only person
is the person who
his philosophy helps me take on new challenges
both professionally and personally.

ministrieé&

Stewardship, especially in today's world, is the
properamanagement4of they gift of time. Time is
more fleeting than any talent and more precious
than any treasure. It is ironic to think that
technology has created many time-saving
devices and yet we seem to have less and less
time. Calendars seem to fill without us even
being aware of whether we are making the best
use of our time. God gives us 24 hours each day

att e mphow mygch of that time,dp we gpendguith Hjm,
t hat Wit gur frily gnd ingninistgy do,giheraz Where o ¢

are these on our list of priorities?

Our commitment to the Stewardship of Time calls
us to daily prayer and spiritual exercises to

w h o strengteennogrt relatienghép with Jasus andiwath
doesnotnednotharnyt hi ng. o

To this da)

Stewardship of Time Opportunities

This weekendos faier'f‘E'E{eiMr?‘gssheld foll qyi
each Mass. Thatdés how iﬁnport§dt l't€nh eS sy S ya RO Anilpe |
Committee believes it is to give everyone a chance Recitation of the Ro
to learn about opportunities to live your faith. God Listen to religious
has given each of us talents and has a plan for how Presence at parish e
we should use them. But Aitos Vel unteeu itnog sfagr y s rt
Him and activate that pl An. mﬂmnéntiﬁgﬁ,inmiuhlaty,treevree
any reason you candot do i tljturgybfiieMurspf the twelve He
started withd uneducated men without social status, A Retreats and days of
no money and no authority in the world. A Spiritual direction
AYou can do something I Aanétic?oa.d'nlg crafanI !d%lgg%e_ar
thing you canbot do. To t her qgltugebégéé)nlfesthq%téc
beautiful for God. o Mo t He r TefR€Ql 0gy classes and
A Quality time for fam
Theresa Capricci, A Ampl e t1 me for rest

Stewardship Committee

01/25/09

This month members of the Stewardship
Committee will share their thoughts on
stewardship of time with you.

02/01/09
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Stewardship Corner Stewardship Corner

From The Little Burgundy Book The Gift of Time
The Gift of Time Procrastination is probably the largest obstacle we
face when it comes to being good stewards of time. It
How much free time does a person actually have? i s extremely easy to say, i

According to a University of Maryland study on Ameri- OPPOrtunity comes around; | am just too busy right -
cansd use of time, the avera@W¥W QerUsNofn0mtaynasg ed Ynout§ JfS
free time a week. This compares to 40 years ago when around to doing what you elected to put off until later.

the average American had 33.9 hours of free time. As Lord Chesterfield sugges
The project defined ffree t?]lc”nfac‘)ta{lltitm%mrqgtr OsteV\rﬁtgaEvoyI?iung(

sleeping, eating, doing housework or taking care of chil-  \when it comes to sharing our gift of time, there is no
dren. time like the present. Our reluctance to give of our
Let the Scriptures below speak to you. Take your time time boils down to a matter of time and priority
with them. Dond6t rush i nt omandgementeFFol ascweial know, linere will ®nlypbeo v i d
The Lord might take you down a different road. 24 hours in a day the next time the opportunity

. o presents itself.
When Jesus heard about the illness of his friend,

Lazarus, he responded, 0 THinding avendes foskeingdgocd stewaels of time are

|l ead to deat h; rather it ie)&renﬁeﬂ/rea o O spargﬂ Psra{wayssléokirﬁgh fyrt

the Son of God may be gl o{ojyhtéefsdout tAehdshld fanlily ar® alwaysin need

11:4) of our willingness to listen and support them, or simply
You may wonder why John makes such a point ofthe gi ving a kind greeting to a
timing in this story. When Jesus is informed of his opportunities are boundless.
friendds illness, he waits two more days before travelin
to see him. And when Jesus arrives, the bystanders Tjme is unique in that it is one of the
make a point of mentioning that Lazarus has been dead oy God given gifts that we have

four days. minute (forgive the pun) ability to g
There was a popular Jewish belief at the time that the cultivate, or accumulate. Once time [y

soul lingered in the vicinity of the body for three days af- has passed, there is no recovering it. —
ter death. The person was dead but the soul was around  \With this being said, the amount of |& _

the body. time we have on Earth is finite.

This was just a popular belief but John wanted to be sure However, through the wonderful grace

that everyone realized that Lazarus was dead as dead Of the Lord, our time in his kingdom will be infinite. _As
could be é and Jesus had t hwe pavendearnadothrough thg weeks ob explering o

life. stewardship, it is our Christian responsibility as good
Jesus can pull l'ife out of St&"ﬂdﬁ; Lo_f._shl}'are_tge glfﬁsﬁh%ttthc?é‘orq nﬁl%be§Foélvg on
this Gospel, and if | believe that, then | never need lose gpon us. INK about 1t, what Is q sma portlo.n 0
hope. time here on Earth when God has given us the gift of

o o eternity?
If I put my faith in God, | can respond to situations i even

sinand violencei Goddés way and know that God can pﬂdalln M. Robinson
life out of anything. f )

)
SN

Stewardship Committee

Spend some quiet time with the Lord

02/08/09 02/15/09



Stewardship Corner
The Gift of Time

Each one of us has been give the gift of time
by God. Time is the canvas on which our lives
are painted. While we may feel we have little
talent and, in these tough economic times, little
treasure, time remains our gift as long as we
are alive.

Despite what we
and only God can
is to use this gift of time as good stewards 1 to
further Godos work on
gift of time is being mindful of God during the
dayédevoting each day
scious that each action | take and each person |
meet provides me an opportunity to use the gift
of time.

This takes practice in our busy lives. | can use
my time driving to work by praying for people in
the cars beside me, or use my time in line at the
grocery store to pray for the people around me.
| can listen to a co-worker or a family member
who is in need. | can call, visit, or email a sick
friend or acquaintance. | can thank God for his
gifts while walking outside or on the treadmill. |
can honor His gift to me by using it for good.

There was a United Way campaign advertise-
ment that | saw with a picture of Superman and
the slogan fAUse Your
of using our ApoweroO
the people He created, we should meditate on
the gift of time . It is our vehicle to spread His
goodness, to evangelize, and to fulfill our obli-
gation, as Catholics, to love.

02/22/09

t hink,
i ma k e Jesus spestdn the deseriubefore Hé kedan Hispuplie

Stewardship Corner

Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving

A great part of the journey of Stewardship is to grow
in our faith. We have entered into a very sacred time
of year when there are many opportunities offered to
us in order to be better stewards of all that God has
given us.

Thevseasoa of leat yosnmefdratey tke 40 daystbad

ministry. He prayed, fasted, confronted temptation,

ang prapaied for thejgurnegy ghat wag apgadhof Him. 1y ¢

During Lent we Christians imitate Jesus in dénying
to%seIVésothase tgil?g%thatgv% qnj?]y.g
We are also called to more and deeper prayer, and
we are called to give al
traditional practices, we seek to set aside what
distracts and even harms us, and we open our lives to
deep conversion in the Lord. As we may have
experienced in previous Lenten journeys, when we
say Anood to something we t
to allowing the Lord to fill in that need. This prepares

us for the time when we will emerge ready to enter
into the lasting joy of life with the Risen Christ.

con-

Lent is a time for us to ponder what really is important.
Lent is really a gift of time to us. For as we pray, fast
and extend our hands to the poor, we are imitating
Christ. We are joining ourselves more closely to Him.
He sacrificed and suffered for our sakes. He offers us
eternal joy. In the spirit of hope, penitence and joy,

P wevaee ronce again \Mlitegl 1o takeea Lentdnijoarkey
f that willt hiel tralgsﬂorm ruy intap the n®ke doving,n d

hopeful and faithful stewards that God calls us to be.

Fr. Thomas Rozman will offer additional thoughts on
the subjectof iPr ay er , Fasting,
the Lenten Series Presentation this Tuesday evening,

March 3, at 6:30 p.m. in Cathedral Hall. Join us at
5:30 p.m. in Cathedral Church for Stations of the

Cross and at 6:00 p.m. in Cathedral Hall for a soup

and bread supper prior to the presentation.

03/01/09
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Stewardship Corner
Foundations of Prayer

and the Lordds Pr
Good communication is the foundation of good relation-
ships. Thatds how marriag
dren get along and friendships develop. Communication
is a two-way street: it involves both listening and speak-
ing. Perhaps, listening is sometimes more important.
Someone once said, AThis i
and one mouth: so that we listen twice as much as we
speak. o

Speaking of God, as Christians, we know that communi-
cation with Him is important. Through out the 2000 years
plus of recorded salvation history, God is seen as pursu-
ing His people so that He can share with them one day
the joys of Heaven. He kept telling the people of the Old
Testament and telling us through the Scriptures of both
the Ol d and the New Testam
and | wil/l be your God. o

It is therefore important that we communicate with Him
or, using the more acceptable term, that we pray to Him,
that we lift up our minds and hearts to Him, listening as
well as speaking. This is an active process that requires

some effort on our part.
when you pray, go to your inner room, close the door and
pray to your Father in sec

our busy lives. How can we focus on God and hear his
voice with the world crashing in on us from every side?
Here are a few suggestions:

1. Prepare our hearts for listening by daily conversion.
2. Start improving our prayer life by setting aside at
| east 10 minutes a day in
that the door to outside distractions is close.

3. Look on prayer as an opportunity instead of an obli-
gation.

4. Be aware that the Mass has many forms of prayer:
thanksgiving, sorrow, petition and praise.

5. Do not allow the Our Father to become so rote that
we lose its meaning.

6. Listen for the messages as the scriptures during the
Mass are read.

S

Stewardship Corner
What Am | Willing

ayer tolLive My Life For?

y\s sorrsieupE)ir\{t Iinvoﬁr’lives? we h%\?etal? Ieaf‘in(ra]do| the CI'(QnI I -
Commandments:

1. I, the LORD am your God, who brought you out of

Whe yandod GayRs, dhateplacesof slavesy. ¥curskall

not have other gods besides me.

You shall not take the name of the LORD, your
God, in vain. For the LORD will not leave
unpunished the one who takes his name in vain.
Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day.

Honor your father and your mother, that you may
have a long life in the land which the Lord, your
God, is giving you.

es0 tyou shall Adt kW' 1 1 be
6. You shall not commit adultery.
7. You shall not steal.

8. You shall not bear false witness against your

neighbor.
9. You shall not covet your neighbor's house.
! 10. Y%asth%dllhn%twcbvet% y%usr lﬁ%ghtt)o(rars] vH\j/ifa, norhis

2.

Hw

my peopl e

i B L

r e t32le orrigmale slave,, nop his; OX Ary @Sfie n g e

nor anything else that belongs to him.

Throughout His ministry, Jesus provided guidance on
how we are to live. And His followers gave us more
guidance in the epistles. Maybe there have been
dipes when youdhoughtdha@atheligism is jgist 8 ot e
of rules and regulations?
i festyl e. ltbés a way of I
each person become all that he or she can be. And
Hebs equipped each of wus to
Join us for the Lenten program Tuesday night where
we o1l | answer é.

What i

s G-stepdlan far you?e e

nne rCar} Y grc?d fqll%"’a‘lg years CH athz?isn}?i cher

Private prayer from the #fi |
community |life of prayer. J e s g desys gprg diving or MEre/RUENANY ¢ wo o r
more are gathered in my name, there | am in their midst. o

This is what is called a stewardship of prayer, that,
through our own life of prayer, the whole community is
enriched.

Robert O6Donnell will offer
subject of AFoundations
Prayero at the Lenten

day evening, March 10, at 6:30 p.m. in Cathedral Hall.
Join us at 5:30 p.m. in Cathedral Church for Stations
of the Cross and at 6:00 p.m. in Cathedral Hall for a
soup and bread supper prior to the presentation.

03/08/09

(and if I master Power Point, a Catholic Q & A for fun!)

Theresa Capricci

Stewardship Committee

additional thoughts on the

o f TRdredayCayriccianmill BffertalidRiondl ;idugh 8n the subject
Seri es oRr &isse retwaatridost i tphoi sa t T U ense-

Lent e
Tuesday evening, March 17, at 6:30 p.m. in Cathedral Hall.
Join us at 5:30 p.m. in Cathedral Church for a special St.
Patrickds Day Mass and at
soup and bread supper prior to the presentation.

6: 0C

03/15/09



Stewardship Corner

Forgive and Forgeti You Canot

be Serious!!

What is Forgiveness? It is a decision to let go of
resentment and thoughts of revenge. It is a proc-
ess of concluding resentment, anger that results
from a perceived offense and ceasing to demand
restitution or punishment. As one man said after the
shooting at the Nickel Mines Amish School shoot-
ing, it means giving up the right to revenge. It is
when we remember that we are not God, and we
should not play God. Itis a call to a way of life in
which we practice forgiveness to live at peace with
each other and to please God. We are called to love
our enemies, reject revenge and leave vengeance
in the loving hands of God. That means that we
have to believe that He sees the wrongs done and
we have to trust that He will deal with them in his
own time.

We live in a world where vengeance is viewed as a
per sonal right From t hi
are entitled to seek revenge upon those who wrong
us, even to maiming and death. Imagine if every-
one adopted that attitude and behavior. If for every
wrong we committed there was someone waiting to
exact revenge, we would walk in fear of our lives at
every moment.

This is a very difficult teaching. We are called to
forgive and to leave the rest to God. This ultimately
means that we must give up enough autonomy to
trust God to take care of us. How often have we
said we trust God, but in the back of our minds we
are saying fAbut not t hat
conscious, but do we behave as though we are not
going to leave the vengeance to God?

So i how are we expected to put this into practice?
We have to decide that it is what we are going to do
and then we must go to God in prayer and ask his
help.

How many grudges are you holding on to?

.Teresa Zellner will offer additional thoughts on the subjectii Ho | vy
aPredentationrthis &uesday @viening), March Blean 6:39 p.m. e r i
Presentation this Tuesday evening, March 24, at 6:30 p.m. i€athedral Hall. Join us at 5:30 p.m. in Cathedral Church for

of AForgiveness: Forgive

Stewardship Corner
Holy Week at the Cathedral
1RO Syl RalyyY, 1 feel 1ike a

Week services here at the Cathedral. | say that because our
Bishop fulfills his role as chief shepherd as he comes to be
with us to celebrate the many rituals of Holy Week. | look
forward to having our Bishop here as he leads us through this
most important of all weeks of the liturgical year.

Holy Week is the most sacred time for Christians. We
celebrate the great mysteries of our salvation, which was won
in the passion, death and resurrection of Christ. Holy Week is
also an invitation for us to gather as a family of faith, united
around the Altar of Sacrifice with our Bishop, as we tread the
final days of the earthly life of our Lord, Jesus. And, our
Bishop, steward of the faith that he is, enables us to
experience more and learn more about our call to discipleship
in the Lord Jesus, the One who has saved us from our sins.

And so |l etds take a quick 1o
and give prayerful reflection to how these liturgies will enhance
our own experience and understanding of our Easter faith and
help us to grow in faith, hope, love and holiness of life.

On Palm Sunday we receive the blessed palms and listen to
the Sacred Passion of our Lord, this year as recounted by
Saint Mark. On Monday of Holy Week we celebrate the Mass
of CHiismn| d& is Tneressiven tm ee@ $0 gmany priestgy from
throughout the Diocese at this Mass, along with a standing-
room-only crowd, as the Bishop blesses the sacramental oils,
and as the priests renew their commitment to priestly service.
Holy Thursday finds us gathered with our Bishop and our
diocesan seminarians as we begin the Sacred Triduum. The
Evening Mas s of the Lordos
washing the feet of our diocesan seminarians, imitating the
loving act of service that Jesus did for His disciples the night
before He died, showing all of us the loving service that we
too are to imitate. Good Friday has us participating in the
Passion of Our Lord according to Saint John, and the
veneration of the cross. The great Vigil of Easter begins Holy
Saturday evening at 8:00 p.m., where the Bishop brings those
who have been preparing for the sacraments of initiation into
the fpagheliy Chugich thropgle Bapisgn pCanfirmation and dioly
Eucharist. On Easter Sunday, we renew our Baptismal
Promises at Mass, re-committing ourselves to the faith that we
have been given in Christ Jesus.

A full schedule of Holy Week services is contained in this issue
of the bulletin. Please also note that Tenebrae is celebrated
Good Friday evening, and of course, you are asked to make
sure that you go to Confession, if necessary, by Good Friday
in order to celebrate Easter as a holy disciple and a good
steward of the faith that we have been given.
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Father Rozman will offer additional thoughts on the subject of

Week and the Tri

duumo

at

Cathedral Hall. Join us at 5:30 p.m. in Cathedral Church for Stations of the Cross and at 6:00 p.m. in Cathedral Hall for a
Stations of the Cross and at 6:00 p.m. in Cathedral Hall for asoup and bread supper prior to the presentation

soup and bread supper prior to the presentation

03/22/09

03/29/09
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Stewardship of Faith

Baptism is Being Born Again

Why must we be baptized? Baptism removes the stain
of original sin and all other types of sin. Christ instituted
the sacrament of baptism when he was baptized by John.
He made it clear that Baptism is essential when he com-
manded His apostles to go and baptize all nations in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
(Matthew 28:19).

What does it mean
Jesus says that baptism is necessary for salvation and
clarifies being
say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 0

Does the Bible say that only adults should be bap-
tized, not infants? No. In Colossians 2:11-12, Paul
shows us a parallel between circumcision and baptism.
There is baptism of adults in the New Testament because
the people were grown adults when they converted and
we read about entire households being baptized.

Are only those who have been formally baptized
saved? No. Very early on, the Church recognized that
there are two other types of baptism. The baptism of de-
sire applies to those who, while wishing to be baptized,
di e before receiving t he
through no fault of their own, do not know the Gospel of
Christ or His Church, but who nevertheless seek God
with a sincere heart, and, moved by grace, try in their
actions to do His will as they know it through the dictates
of conscience" (Constitution on the Church, Second Vati-
can Council). The baptism of blood refers to the martyr-
dom of those believers who were killed for the faith be-
fore they had a chance to be baptized. This was a com-
mon occurrence in the early centuries of the Church and
in later times in missionary lands.

What if the life of an unbaptised baby or adult is in
imminent danger? There are two essentials for baptism:
the pouring of water over the head of the person to be
baptized and the words "l baptize you in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." When the
life of a person is in danger, even a non-baptized per-
sond including someone who does not himself believe in
Christd can baptize, provided that they follow the form of
baptism and intend to do what the Church doesd in other
words, to bring the person being baptized into the full-
ness of the Church. In both cases, a priest may later per-
form a conditional baptism.

04/05/09

fi b orTrulyatrghali nwe 6wh etna | ke asbaoyust

Stewardship of Faith

I 611 never forget Easter 1946.
12 and 16. Our dad died years before and our older
siblings had married and left home.

A month before Easter, our pastor announced that a
special Easter offering would be taken up to help a poor
family. He asked everyone to give sacrificially. Our Mom
said we needed to come up with ways to save. So we lived
on 50 Ibs. of potatoes for a month, kept our lights and radio
turned off whenever possible and took as many cleaning

t dn Jbhae 3:Ttd oand bakysitiing jobs?as we could. We made and sold

potholders. That month was one of the best of our lives.
fhow the poor
having the money. We had 80 people in the parish, and
figured that whatever amount we gave, the offering would
surely be 20 times that much.

The day before Easter we got three crisp $20 bills and one

$10 bill for all our <change.
care we wouldndét have new cl ot
dollars for the offering. On Easter morning, rain was
pouring. We didndt own an
over a mile from our home,
heard some teenagers talking about us having on our old
dresses. But | felt rich. When the offering was taken, we
each put in one of the bills. We sang all the way home. At
lunch Mom surprised us with boiled Easter eggs to eat with

OUr fried patalors! a2 nd At hose who,

That afternoon, the pastor came to our door. Mom came
back with an envelope that contained three $20 bills, one
$10 and seventeen $1s. We just sat and stared at the
floor. We had gone from feeling like millionaires to feeling
like poor people. We had such a happy life that we felt
sorry for anyone who didnot
full of brothers and sisters and friends. That day | found out
we were poor. | looked at my dress and worn-out shoes
and felt so ashamed.

u mi
but

That week no one talked much. Mom asked us what we
wanted to do with the money. What did poor people do
with money? We didndt know.
poor . We didnét want to go to
said we had to. We had a missionary who spoke about
building churches in Africa. They needed money to buy
roofs--$100 would put a roof on a church. The minister

sai d, ifiCanot we al l sacrifice
smiled at each other as we dropped the envelope into the
offering. The priest announced a little over $100 was
coll ected. The missionary
from our al | pari sh. He
people in his church. o
given $87 of that Alittle
in the <church! From that
again. We had been given back the joy of sacrificial giving.

was
sai

Sudd

over
day

s m
t

(Note: $70 in 1946 is equivalent to $760 in 2009)

04/12/09



Stewardship of Faith
The Body and Blood of the
Risen Christ in the Eucharist

What is the Eucharist?

The Eucharist is our Lord Jesus Christ under the appear-
ance of bread and wine. The Eucharist helps protect us
from mortal sins and cleanses away venial sin. Holy
Communion is the life of the world and if we partake in
Holy Communion in the state of grace, we are promised
eternal life.

How can bread and wine become the body and
blood of Jesus?

In John 6:52-66 the Jews disputed among themselves,
saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat? So
Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, | say to you, unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you
have no life in you... In John 6:58 Jesus explains the
importance of this bread, that He states is truly Himself.
This is the bread which came down from heaven, not
such as the fathers ate and died, he who eats this bread
will live forever.

In John 6:66 many of
they could not accept his words. In fact, Jesus says to
His apostles in John 6:67 Will you also go away? He
gives His apostles the opportunity to reject what he has
said and leave. Then Saint Peter states Lord, to whom
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.

When Saint Paul says, "You proclaim the death of the
Lord until he comes" (I Cor. 11:26), he is not saying that
they proclaim the death of the mortal Jesus, but the death
of the risen Christ: he is holding the cross and resurrec-
tion together in one. And "the Lord" is the risen Jesus
who pours out on us the Spirit he has received from his
Father, the life-force of God.

The Eucharist makes present the Paschal mysteryd the
Passion, death, and Resurrection of Christ.

Why is it wrong for people who are not Catholic
to partake in Holy Communion in the Catholic
Church?

When we participate in Holy Communion in the Catholic
Church, we are saying that we are in complete unity with
the Church. Therefore, the non-Catholic would be stat-
ing that he/she believes in the dogmas of the Catholic
Church, is obedient to the Catholic moral system, and
recognizes the authority of the Catholic Bishops and
Pope. Non-Catholics are always welcome to learn more
about the Catholic Church and her teaching through the
RCIA.

04/19/09

Stewardship of Faith

On Becoming Catholic

At the Easter vigil, we welcomed new members to the
Catholic faith through baptism and confirmation. The
Stewardship Committee asked them to share their
thoughts about their faith journey with us.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkx

Seven months ago, Kate and | enrolled in the RCIA
class to see whether we could in good conscience
become Cat holics.
because we come from those sturdy kinds of
evangelical Protestant communities where becoming
Catholic can still cause surprise and dismay. We
began the class with a deep appreciation for our
church backgrounds and their rich Christian life, but
we also yearned for something deeper. We have
discovered a richness and fullness in the Catholic
Churchd in its universal faith, historic experience, and
sacramental grace. In a sense, entering the Catholic

J esus ghyfth Softines Bt jodrfed ih CHtistEN dfrfumityS €

in another sense, it inaugurates a new beginning. We
look forward to continuing to grow in the knowledge
and life of Christ in the context of this greatly
expanded Christian family.

David and Katie Pettegrew

kkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkk

|l 6m very happy about
The Spirit of the Lord called me into this Church, and |
learned by having faith and trust in God, He will
answer your heart and prayers. It helps to be faithful

to our Father in Heaven. His word is true. | am
blessed.
Tonya L. Clark
—i
04/26/09
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Stewardship of Faith

Prayer of Abandonment
Father,
| abandon myself into your hands; do with me what you will.
Whatever you may do, | thank you:
| am ready for all, | accept all.
Let only your will be done in me, and in all your creatures.
I wish no more than this, O Lord.

Into your hands | commend my soul;
| offer it to you
with all the love of my heart,
for | love you, Lord,
and so need to give myself,
to surrender myself into your hands,
without reserve,
and with boundless confidence,
for you are my Father.
Charles de Foucald

Stewardship of Faith

Families

Recently, my siblings and | inherited the task of dividing
sever al of my parentsdé picture
War |l pictures from the Pacific Rim, friends and family
gatherings, sporting events and vacation highlights. Many

pages were filled with holidays, graduations, baptisms,
communions and weddings. It was entertaining to go back

in time and laugh at the out-dated clothing styles, hairdos

and Aol dod surroundings.

These family albums also made me pause and wonder
about families in general. Just what makes up a family?
Indeed, our families are precious gifts from God. We need
to take time to care and give of ourselves to our family.

Wedbre called to be present at
Charles de Foucald was born into an aristocratic family of Stras- n yr t ur e each member iindividual
bourg, France, on September 15, 1858. His parents died while o cantured in pictures that tests our faith and stamina.
he was sill quite young, leaving him a large fortune. After a oo are many times that are difficult in family life, but we
rowdy youth of spending his par etnbst% X\Pnea/hotrﬁ '[I%eb t[)esytth’chHam-
pagne and foie gras, he entered the military and did a stint in anus e e|:e or each other. In between _e appy .
the French foreign legion. His insistence that his mistress Mimi 0 Kodako moments of family life
accompany him to social events for other officers and their ~challenges. _We are called to be_there for each family
wives earned him the contempt of his colleagues, leading to his member, not just the ones that consistently make us proud.
defiant resignation from the military. While living among the Recall Jesus as the image of the Good Shepherd and his
Muslim population of North Africa, he had developed |ove of the lost sheep or the Prodigal Son Parable.
a fascination with Islam and the Koran, but nevertheless re-
mained an agnostic. When | recall being in those
Once back in his native France, he embarked on a reli- extended family comes to mind. We are surrounded by
gious quest that led him frequently to stop in Catholic Churches Godés gr aces. God provides wus

to make this prayer: "God, if you exist, let me know it." Finally,
in 1886, he experienced a profound conversion to Christ, went
to confession, and began discerning a vocation to some sort of
religious life. In 1888, he visited the Holy Land, and developed
a love of Nazareth and devotion to the hidden, ordinary life of
Mary, Joseph and Jesus. In 1890, he entered the French Trap-
pist Abbey of Our Lady of the Snows. Not long after, he was
assigned to a monastery in Syria where his work was to super-
vise a crew of Muslim manual laborers who worked for the mon-
astery. He realized at this point that he was called not to be
a boss, but a servant and laborer himself, to be last as Jesus
was, not first.

So he left the Trappists and, after working as a gardener, was
ordained to the priesthood on June 9, 1901, and returned to the
Muslim people of North Africa to live among them as a her-
mit. For fifteen years he lived "the hidden life of Nazareth" out-
side of Tamanrasset, a village of the Touareg tribe, a Berber
people of the Southern Sahara desert, where temperatures
could rise to 120 during the day and plummet to near freezing at
night. His days were spent in manual labor and such tasks as
translating the gospels into the Touareg language, while most of
his nights were spent in adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. On December 1, 1916, he was murdered by a band of
rebellious, anti-French tribesmen.

Charles de Foucauld was beatified by Pope Benedict XVI on
November 13, 2005. He is probably best known for his inspiring
"Prayer of Abandonment." Blessed Charles de Foucauld is very
much like St. Therese of Lisieux, who died while Charles was in
Nazareth. For both of them, holiness was to be found in the
midst of the everydayness of ordinary life, in the small things
that we do that become great because they are motivated by
great love.

Resource: Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D. at

Www.crossroadsinitiative.com 05/03/09

encouragement as well as a church family for spiritual
guidance and counsel or the family of caregivers that
support us through medical dilemmas. We come to realize

that we are never alone. And we too must extend our

family circle to embrace those outside our immediate

family.

We need to |l ook no further the
our inspiration. When my mot |
the nurse commented how mothers had a tendency to hold
on longer than others i probably to be there for her children

one |l ast ti me. My reaction t
think of our Mother Mary at the foot of the cross as her
dying son called on John to #fl
Our Lorddés | ast human t Haheght s
robber, His disciples, His Mother. We may call it
evangelization, stewardship or

is one and the same. Our faith is a gift from God. We have
the obligation, calling and duty to foster growth of that gift in
others by our example in work, action and deed. We must
be that support to all. Let us not fail to recognize the risen

Chri st coming to us in our i e
neighbor and friends.

/

05/10/09



Stewardship of Faith

Seven Signs of a
Stewardship Family

1. Time Together

The family sets aside specific times when they can
be together for meals, for recreation, for board
games, or other ways they can interact (not attend-
ing movies or watching TV as a group, however).

2. Family Prayer
The family has a set time for prayer as a familyd all
there, all together, all praying.

3. Respect

The family agrees that they must show respect and
regard for one another. In the event it is not shown,
other members of the family need to intercede to try
to bring the two or three who are lacking this regard
for one another to an understanding of where they
have failed.

4. Worship Together

The family attends Mass weekly and worships as a
family, arriving together, sitting together, and depart-
ing together.

5. Supporting One Another

Members of a family may still have varied interests
and be involved in a variety of activities. Neverthe-
less, it is important for each member to find the time
to be present to support siblings and parents and
children at their particular activities and events.

6. Shared Responsibilities
The idea that certain jobs are restricted to certain

Stewardship of Faith

Family Night

In tough economic and social times, it is
important to keep a positive attitude. The health
of your family members and co- workers depend
on it, and that means your children too!
Happiness is contagious! Doctors have found
they can actually watch the brains of socially-
connected, positive-thinking individuals grow and
change in healthy ways, while the more static,
worried brains of the less positive become
inflamed and inactive.

How contagious is happiness? A professor from
Harvard Medi cal
interactions we have with other people are
definitely contagious

Perhaps even more surprising is that the effect
extends beyond the people we come in contact

with.  When one person becomes happy, the
social network effect can spread up to three
degrees reaching family and friends and friends
of friends.

So enjoy the time you have with friends and
family. Simple tasks such as cooking together,
game night, or family walks cost little, yet form
strong ties that help us all find happiness in these
tough economic times.

School

family members may help in an organized sense, S0€. set up a family nigh
but it does little to build a sense that all participate in

the tasks required to operate a household and a f Go d has set y ou above
family. We are looking for each to step forward and anointing you the oilof joy0 Psal m 45: 7
say fdLet me help, 0 or nl ol | do that, o not fiThat 6s nc
job,06 or fAltds not my tu . 0

7. Service to Others
Families need to find ways that they can serve oth-
ers as a family, and as part of a family activity.
Working together at a mission or a soup kitchen or
in similar charitable acts is excellent. This does not
mean that each individual
cannot and should not provide
service on his or her own, but
there should be times when
they do it as a family.

From St. Patrick Church, Largo,
Florida

05/24/09

05/17/09
21



Stewardship of Faith Stewardship of Faith

. The Family,
The Family of God : P :
In the beginning of the Catechism of The Catholic the Domestic Church, Gathe”,ng With
Church, we read about God6stxheﬁe%trofth%BO&jM@ftC@”S&@n
kind into the unity of His family, the Church. As we Sundays

read salvation h'StorY’ a{}eﬁtsa&fthgfﬁl{elduatrgctftheﬁ&i ni'?easgtorm‘
and takes shape a I L iﬁ1,_ec£1 Ls8id¥ theiChildreR in rQaIl'rEiﬁg the sdc ec &dof S
plan. Jeffrey Cavins desghurch®y foskerd thePbildwing radkisnal Bractices € t t
written by our Heavenly Father to His children for  ypon arrival at church, which helps us to prepare ourselves:

man -

the purpose of revealing Himself to them.o.

_ _ We make the Sign of the Cross with Holy Water to
Cavins points out, however, rhifyas offiduMEaptidhd VRoC iBis hid®R
learns that ,the .B'ble QOes not read like a popular Baptism that we have become one with Christ and
nove le.it l's not put .t ogeth %dn cefebratedhes? Sagréjd?ng)s{etlieg. harra
tive at all. The boohks are grourr])ed by ty||oe_s of litera- XV? eggﬂerct bﬁfor% the t alperr}acle f%r we belieyeh _
ture rather than i near n 0., 0 'many, i
guickly makes it hard to r eFEaEI hr{stﬂsérulyﬁ)rcses[erg P heﬁ)con§eﬁr%t h°§t§ e

it contains. Once they were little wafers of bread.

looking for when they start to read it.
Through the power of the Holy Mass they have

been transformed into the very Body of Christ.
We bow to the Altar, for here the Sacrifice will be

Ha o ST or here welgage pRTNE HaY

n (6% ye kogel, of §ityand, pray periagsgusing dhe
;aZN\Ra} 2F¥ UKS tAaI-vf YAauy
moviYfg KSIFRBHVvAAs O BpREAHE | sh B
of the other great prayers written by the saints or
found in prayer books to prepare for the
celebration of the Mass.*

Cavins has designed a reading plan that strings the
books together so the plot becomes evident and you
can understand the meaning of the plot and make it
your own story. Scott
study salvation history in such a way that you can
see yourself standing i
identified which of the 73 books are narrative in na-
ture and keep the story
read these fourteen books consecutively and gain a
historical continuity. Once you know the framework,
it helps you understand the other books.

If you read just a few pages a day, you can read
these 14 books in three months. Sounds like a great
addition to your summer reading.

What do you wear to Mass? Proper attire is always a
sensitive area because dressing for church is not about
making a fashion statement and certainly not intended to
) make us feel uncomfortable or self-conscious. When

Genesis preparing for Mass ask yourself this simple question: Is
~ Exodus what | am wearing saying | am on my way to the most

22

) Numbers important thing | am going to do all week long?
JO RN Joshua
//; \\5 (// Judges Leaying Mass early has, for some, become a bad Catholic
7 T,\ | Samuel habit. An emergency at home or some unusual
[ circumstance should be the only reason to leave Mass
} = Il Samuel o T : .
\ i / / | Kinas before the liturgical ministers have left and the final hymn is
\ . I . g completed. When you leave early you disturb the prayers
= Il Kings of others and decide that God
'\ ~ Ezra of praise. Our attitude about prayer reflects where our faith
Nehemiah priorities are. If our bodies leave Mass early, perhaps our
1 Maccabees hearts were never there to begin with. If you leave Mass
Luke early with your children, think of what you are teaching
Acts them by doing so. Would you ever leave a movie before it
is over?
Visit www.stpatrickcathedy@dd fromOriR mhs® Explahéf Monsiné Yamés $0

-day reading plan and chronological information
chart (appendix B in Stewardship Book).

05/31/09

Moroney, 2008, the Catholic Book Publishing Company.
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Stewardship of Faith
Family as Service

In the first book of the bible, Genesis, God was very clear

Stewardship of Faith

about the role and responsibility of the people he created. Fatherodos Day
He saw that the universe and all that he put in it was good . . o
but he was not satisfied until he could share it with others ! Congrat u' llations, youore -a
and put all of his creation into their care. that | recall hearing the day my son was born!
So, he created a man and a woman, brought them into a Fatheros Day | S celebrated
permanent and faithful marital union and gave them the think of a 'more app'roprlate' time to contemplate Fhe
mandate to create other human life. And to this union or Stewardship of Family. This year, Lam celebrating
family of parents and chil dr@%, Ssh&C @Bde FMabhiedibho DAer a&inc
he created. reflect on my own brief experience. | have learned
Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after more about mys_elf’ and \What it means to be a
our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish iresponsi bl eo adul't during
of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and fatherhood, than | have in a lifetime. Being a parent is
over all the wild animals and all the creatures that an AWESOME responsibility! Albeit the most
crawl on the ground.” God created man in his image;  rewarding responsibility that | could possibly imagine.
in the divine image he created him; male and female
he created them. God blessed them, saying: "Be fer- . .
tile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have Belr_lg a fa_.ther means'belng good stewards _for our
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the family. Using the blessings that the Lord has given us
air, and all the living things that move on the earth." to nurture our family seems like a natural concept;
God also said: "See, | give you every seed-bearing however, our notion of Family Stewardship should
plant all over the earth and every tree that has seed- extend beyond simply giving freely of our resources
bearing fruit on it to be your food; and to all the ani- back to our family. As head of our Christian homes,
mals of the land, all the birds of the air, and all the hould tribut d lead th iritual wth of
living creatures that crawl on the ground, | give all we s OL_‘_ contribute an . ea e _Sp,'” ual gro 0
the green plants for food.” And so it happened. (Gen our families. We are reminded of this in Deuteronomy
1, 26-30) 6:5-7:
Today, family takes on many forms. It may include one or 5 .
two parents plus natural or adopted children. But no matter You shall love the LORD your God with all
how it looks, the family carr iyew heam, aithrali yourasow, ardiwithrall yebr ni on o
throughout its life span. mi ght i
Although dominion carries with it a meaning of lording it over *These words, which | am commanding you
things and people, God used the word to connote a caring today, shall be on your he
attitude. Since what he created was good, he wanted the "You shall teach them diligently to your sons
intelligent beings he created to keep it good by being re- and shall talk of them when you sit in your
sponsible fpr it. Therefore, the .respor.\3|blllty of each member house and when you walk by the way and
of 'ghe family is service, that is, caring for each ot_her an_d when you |lie down and when
caring for the world around them. By accepting this
Adomi ni ono, a family first serves God who bestowed on fami-
lies this privilege. From these passages, God not only expects our
Parents accept and carry out :Jr}wcgnc?l}rll?nﬁliloé/,len’ QUt Be%zaISIP Iexrpgcttshl.]%tfo pashEhISt aki
care of each other. Their marriage vows were very clear ove along to others, par 'Cu, arly our chiaren. . ese
about how their relationship must endure. Since marriage is Passages also suggest that in order for us to fulfill our
a sacrament, they strengthen their relationship with Godby I € S p o n s | bility I n ment ori ng

honoring these vows on a daily basis. Parents also serve
God by caring for their children in a responsible way, re-
membering that no matter how children came to them, they
are gifts from God.

Chil dren must also accept a
family relationship. First of all, they care for their parents by
honoring them according to the fourth commandment. Their
caring must al so extend to
that the family grows in peace, joy and justice.

Together, family members serve God by taking care of the
world around them. Opportunities abound within the Church,
their neighborhood, their environment. By caring for the
world around them, the world becomes a safer and better
place to live.

06/14/09

n forna/lr to Ybeing ta aftodhiand o n o

S

love of the Lord, WE must first love the Lord with all
our heart, soul, and might. Simply put, we are
responsible to lead our family by example. Wow, talk
about an awesome yet rewarding responsibility! | look

{nn a

watching my family continue to
Qrow, slpirgitéjall%, aréd I
al §'o A

hope .you will, A
ap%nymg]g{ ?\“\/\\\{\( o

Adam Robinson

06/21/09
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Being the Person

Caring for Godos Far&éd\Né(ntsYoutoBe -Partl
! canot think of a bless i\lvﬁefﬁJ Go<|j c?eg}ed rgac():hr()]g S thehgeziltra1 ksfceHal'n taILn%r '
family. Each member brings a unique perspective to =0 us, ve u n
. . and abilities. en we uge these talents and_abilities, w
the fam!ly unit. Of Cougego éthe\gﬁo%boda)vaont L%@ é.W([eingee Me th her
are never any disagreements. After all, youchoose o<t yersion of ourselves and

your friends, not your family. Regardless of any dif-
ferences, when you really need someone by your
side, you turn to family.

As Christians, we are also part of a larger family
unitd Goddés Family. As suc
(not a choice) to be good stewards of this extended

family. The question b
for Godébés Family?o
Someti mes the answer i s

like to introduce you to a friend of mined Kathy
Millerd who serves as a beacon of light to people in
Bedford County. Through her homegrown charity
efforts, she has helped many who need assistance.
Among these are (1) establishing the NBC
(Northern Bedford County) Clothing Bank; (2) col-
lecting enough donations to purchase a home for a
family who suffered a devastating house fire (sadly,
a four-year-old died, while his mother, who was
pregnant, suffered burns to her face); and, (3) pro-

viding a truly
each year by shopping for gifts. Her reputation to
Afget things doneodo has

grown that she alone developed to aid neighbors.
Kathy Miller is an inspiration to all who know her
and truly a steward of

There are also other examples to follow right in your
own back yard. There are many ways for members
of our Parish to help here at home. Two examples
that come quickly to mind are the Saturday Morning
Breakfast Program coordinated by Susie/Denny
Brehm and the Sunday Evening Dinner Program
headed by Barry and Jacquie Ryan. There are just

too many other ways to list

® each one in this column. For
,' [ ) more information, visit our web-
v’ S [ t e
& S }’ _~ (www.stpatrickcathedral.com)
S or call the office at 232-2169.
(41 71 In the end, the answer to the
question AHow
Goddés Familyo i
around you.
Yvonne Abela
06/28/09

i Mel2 fayilie€ hStuflysGrowpsa megt atfvagious timey and

about. When this happens, the Church that Jesus started
can accomplish all that God has planned.

In July and August, we are asking you to think about how
you can use what God has given you to be a part of the

h ministyieg at $f- £3jrigk Cahgdralo h | | gat i on
e ¢ o MUYy of Stawardsfip/Evangelizgtion - 5 | o

Home Visitations 1 Contact Father Rozman - ext. 212

teaching, faith sharing and fellowship for those interested in
joining the Catholic Church. To sponsor a new member or
assist with the program by providing snacks, etc., contact
Teresa Zellner, coordinator, Father Rozman, staff ext. 212.

Baptism Preparation - preparation for and
following after the sacrament of Baptism.
Includes an in the home interview with
parents and godparents (when possible).
Robert O'Donnell, coordinator.

Bible Study Groups - Little Rock Scripture

places. Robert O'Donnell, coordinator.

S poteaiship Gomintlitee @ 1 Mebtd MbMHly KMini&tr fSir,

bulletin articles, and other activities help parishioners learn,
live and spread their faith. Contact Theresa Capricci at

G deapficsi@pareaitai.ofg.y .

Can | Care for
s to simply Il ook
07/05/09
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Stewardship of Faith

Being the Person
God Wants You to Be -Part?2

Fr. Brian Flanagan recalls the life and the Catholic culture
he grew up with in Philadel
altar boy. | remember praying the rosary as a family, one
of eight, every night. How we lived and breathed our faith
and thought nothing about it. It was who we were and
how we lived. We did not apologize for our Corpus
Christi procession in public or celebrations of Feast days.
We were Catholic and that is what we do. We even
called public schools Protestant schools and could not
understand why a Catholic

Ministry in the Community of Believers

Blood Bank 1 Helping with the administration of the par-
ish Blood Bank through mailings and other types of cleri-
cal work; giving blood on a regular basis.

Buildings and Grounds Committee - lending expertise
to the physical needs of the parish plant.

Council of Catholic Women (CCW) - Empower and
educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and
service.

Garden Club - Taking responsibility for one of the flower/
shrub beds around the Cathedral Church.

Knights of Columbus - Service-oriented group for men
of the parish, meetings are held on a regular basis

Marriage Preparation 1 Couple to couple program of
mentoring, an integral part of the marriage preparation
program in the Diocese of Harrisburg.

Prayer Chain 1 Call for special prayer requests and/or
call if you would like to be part of those who pray for spe-
cial requests.

Respect Life Committee T Meeting quarterly to discuss
ways and means of helping people to know the life issues
of our time.

Sacramental and Special Programs for Children - co-
ordinates Sacramental programs for First Penance, First
Eucharist and Confirmation for children in the Cathedral
School and the School of Religion. Offering special pro-
grams for children of the parish.

Social Activities Committee T Planning and executing
social functions for the parish such as a parish picnic,
parish socials.

Sunday School of Religion (CCD) - opportunities to
share the faith with our children who attend public school
(although all children are invited to attend) as catechists,

substitutes, aids and helpers. w

~

See something that interests you? Call
the parish office at 232-2169 for more
information about any of the programs
listed above.

07/12/09

Stewardship of Faith

Being the Person
God Wants You to Be

The Mends Bible
Ontita0 iMOthed s3 d50d be,
ost important parts of a Christian life. This week our

focus is on opportunities t

-Part3

Class at a

Ministry of Serving Those in Need

Bereavement - Assists family of a deceased parishioner in
any way, especially by attending the Funeral Mass.
Includes cake baker, family meal preparation, and
ROF‘ﬁ’aH'O”W'S-ul d go to one. 0

Hospital Visitation - weekly visitation of parishioners in
local hospitals, enhancing the ministry of the hospital
chaplain.

Medical Ministry
screenings.

- Assist with monthly blood pressure

Ministry with the Elderly / Parish Care Program -
assistance to senior citizens and the homebound through
Eucharistic Ministry, advocacy and linking a special needs
parishioner with a parish "buddy".

Ministry to the Hearing Impaired - social and spiritual
support group and an opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist
weekly through sign.

Saturday Morning Breakfast Program - Breakfast is
served every Saturday morning to those in need.
Volunteers report to Cathedral Hall from 6 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.
Duties include cooking, cleaning and serving.

Shining Light Thrift Shop I Serves economically
disadvantaged individuals by providing clothing and
household goods through free and discount programs.
Volunteer opportunities available Wednesday through
Saturday and one evening in the shop.

Sunday Evening Dinner Program - Dinner is served
every Sunday evening to those in need. Volunteers report
to Cathedral Hall from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Sundays.
Duties include cooking, cleaning and serving.

Thanksgiving Food Drive - Coordinates the boxes of food
distributed to the poor of the City of Harrisburg from a
collection taken on or around Thanksgiving Day.

Adopt -A-Family - Assists with goody baskets to the less
fortunate between the Thanksgiving and Christmas
Holidays.

Pastry Pick -Up Help - Pick up donated pastries as
available mostly Wednesday afternoons.

Desserts for Food Programs - Provide desserts for

Saturday breakfast or Sunday dinner. Drop off on Friday

&

or Sunday.

See something that interests you? 5
Call the parish office at 232-2169 for
more information about any of the
programs listed above.

N,

07/19/09
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Stewardship of Faith

Being the Person

God Wants You to Be - Part4
When we started this series, we focused on
the fact that God has a plan for each one of us
and in order to carry out that plan for our lives,
He gave us different skills, talents, etc. This
week | etds think abou
use the talents God has given us. We become
the best version of ourselves. What could our
pari sh accompl i sh i f
pl an? Letdés | ook at
ing together as The Catholic Church have ac-
complished (from the Coming Home series):

The Catholic Church compiled the Bible.

The Catholic Church was responsible for the
birth of both the education system and the
health care system.

The Catholic Church established orphanages.

The Catholic Church developed the scientific
method and laws of evidence.

The Catholic Church has educated more chil-
dren than any other scholarly or religious insti-
tution.

The Catholic Church has fed, clothed and
housed more people in need than any other
group or institution in history.

When we look at this list, we may think wait a
minute, can | really help accomplish things like
that? Yes you can.

Think of the twelve Jesus started with:
uneducated men,
without social status,
no money and
no authority in the world.

07/26/09
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Stewardship of Faith

Being the Person
God Wants You to Be
The Mass
At the Cathedral parish, the Mass is celebrated four times
during weekends, daily during the week, and on Holy Days
of Obligation. There are many opportunities for members
of the parish to assist with the Mass. Check out the

;nwslgy (l);i;portl,ﬁitgspbﬁog ﬂ”% con%cf_I tiée rqhur(‘\klel %ffice
or more’in

ormation.

- Partb

Altar Servers - for young people grades 5 through 12 and
for adults. Serving at the altar pn. weekends and/or hol
eaa\g,seryon% hfeu?f)lFll(s gjodog

t hi ngs feoQI e wor k
Cantor - leads the sung prayer of the congregation at
weekend and Holy Day Masses. Must be comfortable
singing alone in front of a group. Audition required. Contact
Director of Music for more information.

Cathedral Choir (Adult Choir) - leads the sung prayer of
the congregation at the 9:30 am Sunday Mass from Sept.
through June, and on select Holy Days. Sense of pitch and
love of singing in a group required. Contact Director of
Music for more information.

Children's Liturgy of the Word - for children grades Pre-K
through 2. Children celebrate the Liturgy of the Word at the
9:30 a.m. Mass in Cathedral Hall and return to parents for
the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

Church  Environment Committee - planning and
executing designs for the church sanctuary to reflect the
various seasons of the Church liturgical year.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion -
distributing the Body and Blood of the Lord at the
Celebration of the Eucharist on weekends and/or
weekdays. Must be high school seniors and older.

Instrumentalists and Organists - willing to use your talent
at special liturgies throughout the liturgical year.

Lectors - proclaiming the Word of God at the Celebration
of the Eucharist on weekends and/or weekdays. Must be
high school age and older.

Liturgical Sacristans - helping to prepare for the weekend
liturgies in between Masses and special events at the
Cathedral Church.

Money Counters - helping to count the collection on
Sunday and Monday mornings.

Nursery - a pre-school baby-sitting

program during the 9:30 a.m. liturgy on

Sundays. Security clearances are

required.

Ushers and Greeters - helping with

hospitality at weekend liturgies by \\ T/

welcoming, taking care of special needs,
passing out the bulletin, taking up the
collection and straightening up the
church after services.

08/02/09




Stewardship of Faith Stewardship of Faith

Being the Person Being the Person
God Wants You to Be - Part6 God Wants You to Be - Part 7

Just before her death, St. Joan of Arc wrote:
I know this now. Every man gives his life for what he 25 Ways to Get Involved at the
believes. Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick
Every woman gives her life for what she believes. . . .
Sometimes people believe in little or nothing and yet % Pte :Ee m!ss!oz 0; glhnét fﬁ”lpu(s:lz' rch seriousl
they give their lives to that little or nothing. - lake Ae ISsion ot the Latholic Church serously.
One life is all we have and we live it as we believe in 3. bonot take yourself too se
living it and then itos gon é&. Askforsupportfromothers. Choose afew people
This week we focus on a variety of opportunities for min- to get to know better.
istry at our parish and in support of related ministries in . Tarll(e time tq see Gold Elit Wolrk in your life. He is
our community. Contact the parish office for more infor- t o e r_e e_r € a_ : y:
mation about these ministries. 6. Visit an inactive parishioner and let them know the

_ o _ _ _ parish cares. Maybe you can help them in some
Bishop McDevitt High School - interest in supporting way
the high school through service or material contributions. v Smille at others
Cathedral Consolidated School - interest in supporting 8. Take the initiative to become active in our parish.
the grade school through service or material contribu- Dondét wait to be asked.
tions. 9. Listen to the opinion of others. This may inspire
Archives - helping to display and maintain parish histori- you.
cal records, photos and memorabilia. 10. Encourage support of the youth.
Vocation Awareness Committee  (Knights of Columbus) 11 Talk with your family about the meaning of the
- parishioner efforts to encourage religious vocations Mass. A
within the parish through prayer, encouragement, and 12.Tel | our pastor youoOre pra
education. 13. Check out the list of ministries on the website -

www.stpatrickcathedral.com
14. Invite your friends to attend Mass with you.
15. If you have musical talent, tell Nick.

Christian Churches United - Meet with our brothers and 16. Contribute to the church. Remember you reap
sisters from other faith traditions in the downtown area to what you sow

explore ways of spreading Christianity throughout the 17. Pray for our parish.

Welcoming Newcomers - Pastoral Staff and Council of
Catholic Women

oity- 188 Read a few books on Cat hol
Ecumenical Activities - joining our brothers and sisters Bible.

from other faith traditions through prayer experiences 19 Help with the Saturday morning breakfast

together.

program.
Church Cleaning Sacristans - taking care of the vest-  20. Help with the Sunday dinner program.
ments, cleaning the sacristy and altar area in the Cathe-  21. Become a greeter at the Mass you attend

dral Church. regu|ar|y_
Cleaning and Maintenance - helping to take care of the ~ 22. Offer your help in the office.
physical plant by sharing gifts of labor and skills. 23. Remember i YOU are the Church, YOU are
Office Volunteers - helping with clerical work in the of- Important_. Because .Of your Bap~tlsm and
fice on an "as needed" and "as available" basis. Confirmat Lon, . Al have call
you are Minelo
24.Think of one additional wa
write that under #25 and do it.
25.
08/16/09
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Stewardship of Faith
Being the Person God
Wants You to Be -Part8

The Stewardship Committee was organized in 2008
and is completing its first year of providing the stew-
ardship column in the weekly Bulletin. Stewardship
is one of the greatest

in Genesis, and continues through Revelation.
Many of Jesusb6 parabl es
Stewardship is a complete lifestyle, a life of total
accountability and responsibility. We are the recipi-
ents and trustees of
use them with care and share them with others.
Stewardship means how we use everything God
has entrusted to us: our physical body, our skills,
our material possessions, our money, our family,
and our business, are some things that come to
mind.  Stewardship is truly the foundation of a
Christian life.

When we started our work as a Stewardship Com-
mittee, we talked about the connection between
spiritual commitment and stewardship. We agreed
that serious stewardship follows serious spiritual
commitment. With this in mind, we determined that
we would focus our efforts on helping everyone to
develop a better understanding of our faith and
achieve a closer relationship with God.

I n todayds reading from
about making the decision of whom you will serve.
Joshua answers this when
my househol d, we wi | |
today, many things compete to be priorities in our
lives and some of the demands for our time involve
the choice of serving man or serving God.

In todayds Gospel
those followers who could not believe that Jesus
was giving them his flesh to eat. Clearly, they
wanted him to say that the bread and wine were just
symbols or just in memory of him, but he did not.
Then we | earn that fAAs

disciples returned to their former way of life and no

Stewardship of Faith

Being the Person God
Wants You to Be - Part9

iHonor the Lord with
the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns

something left at all? Do we use our time and skills to
serve God or are we too exhausted from other
activities?d Giving our
best.

In July and August, we have focused on various
ministry opportunities with the Cathedral Parish of St.
Patrick and we hope many of you have decided to get
involved in one or more of the ministries of our parish.
In September, we will start to focus on a new area of
stewardship and that is stewardship of tithing. Maybe

mMype hs dps wWaABeedrt tmedianel

money to pay the bills at this parish each month.

Tithing is a commitment of the heart to help others.
Tithing is a spiritual decision because it impacts how

is the best kept secret in the Bible.

Tithing is dependent on
something most folks can just start to do immediately,

a but yoy gan startdof change iyayr, life masteps. Nekt

weekéStep 1.

f

t o
s e rButdithinghisenotLaboutcall @ us digaing tum enougho r | ¢

your

r

t yAue think othatk stewrdrdshjpoof kithing ,is avfinaneial a d
decision. Maybe you look at the budget and ask how

r eadi nyouliveyeur lifej Regsonallys lecan el ygwthat tihing o f

i t hwllihe filled with plenty,lard yaBiivatd waéllbe |1t st
bursting with wine. o
f ocused (RioverbosX ®-Mr dshi p.
The term Afirst fruitso is 1
Go did the syoiy foft Gain and Abel,anhare Godwab well- t o
pleased with the brother who gave from his first fruits
and not so pleased with the
about the offerings Cain and Abel brought to God, the
guestion for us is ADo we g
top of our paycheck or the

C

<

I

how

Hi

|l onger accompanied him.o WhenTHe?eéaltﬁpricéiSked his
Twelve if they were going to | : : erodés re-
sponse was fiMaster, to whom sheas%\)(a?dsvr\]/lgeoqarglnfgéh‘a\l(ou

have the words of eternal |ifeébo

Are we going forward with our Lord or choosing a
way of life without him?

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair

08/23/09

08/30/09



Stewardship of Tithing Stewardship of Tithing

Step 1 1 Attitude is everything! Step 2 i Start Today!

Today we begin the Stewardship topic of Tithing. Stew-  Last week we started our series of columns on Tithing
ardship means deciding to live a God-centered life and  and the focus was our attitude about giving. A few years

how that impacts what we do with all that God has given  ago a friend of mine was puzzled over the fact that the

us. Stewardship of tithi nghurchshe balohgedto Wad daviegy ffhandiad probemsp u t
rather a fAspiritual o topic. yet@ieparkinysSsioVevas filled withVi@s cargnoThey i
it?0 tells us about our r el gkWepdt colirsePwashet mbneffWad going fo kth@ Earse @ s )
have the attitude that the money we receive is ours, but  gnd other material items and not to God. Materialism
according to God, itodos not qUrg Moy PHE ¢ @ids-socﬁi'véit”)ﬁ {§ Tl
silver and\ mine  the go]d, says the LORD of  gisease that is spreading because there is no cure, or is
hostso (Haggai 2:8). there? However, there is an antidote to materialism and

I have found that whenever there is a homily or talk about  that is giving. Giving makes us focus on what matters

tithing, it can stir up different types of responses. Some  the most. St. Timothy wrote this and | believe it is

folks become upset with the pastor for even bringingit especi ally appropri ait@ommand
up. Some folks respond to this idea by saying that they  those who are rich in this present world not to be
should give what they think they can. The flaw in thatis  grrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so
deciding that God should not have any say in what we  yncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly
gi ve. l'tds i mportant t o kErSijes'l'}s \W]ﬂh”é’ver}&hh‘@tfort(fhle erﬁb?rﬁeht.c"'c

Church did not create tithing, God did. Tithing is found in o mmand them to be generous and willing to share. In
the Bible (Genesis 28:20-22), long before the time of this way they may take hadld

Moses and the Law, and was practiced by righteous men Timothy 6:17-18
long before Israel. If our giving is to please the Lord, we '

must have the right attitude about t. It would be great if everyone who makes the decision to

The attitude peopl e have abadithd cogld "o ini;mmédiately. s But tha issnotoalways

In Mark 10:17-22 we learn about the attitude of the rich  POSSible. Since stewardship is a lifestyle, people may
young man who wanted to go to heaven. He appeared to need to make changes in their lives to follow God. Here
have kept the commandments. But his riches were a hin-  are three steps to consider:

drance to entering heaven. Jesus knew he had the wrong _ o
attitude about money and t ol dMake arplap:oDetegnine whaleyoy arengiving ang o u
have, and give to (the) poor and you will have treasure in ~ spending in relation to what you are earning. Now you
heaven; then come, follow me." But the young man went  can start to control your own finances.

away.

In Act 4:36-37, we read about the attitude of Barnabus 2. . Start tithing . from fAext|
who sold his property and gave the money to the apos- could include a bonus, tax returns, gifts, and garage

tles. He was called a fgo o d®ehaePveie @vg fhese fupds to helnypuashieve,

help his brethren and gave liberally. your goal even faster.

We learn about the attitude of the poor widow (Mark 3 Something that many folks could do right now is what
12:41-44) when she gave all she had.  Jesus com- cal | the Happy Meal gi ft,
mented on this as he saw what each person gave and g5 of Jesus taking the meal a boy in the crowd

how some gave from their surplus wealth while this gkt and using it to feed thousands and have some
woman gave all she had. left over. To do this just add the price of a Happy Meal

Each of us should think: What the story would be about  ($4) to your regular offering amount each week. Why a

our attitude toward giving? AHappyO meal ? The Lord I o

(Remember the importance of Attitude!)
Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair Theresa Capricci

Stewardship Committee Chair

09/06/09 09/13/09
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Stewardship of Tithing
Step 3 - Step Out of the Boat!

Stewardship of Tithing
Step 4 1 Be a Kingdom Builder

AYou need to get back i nTheeOsuarconmedtion betwden theydepth of 9Ud spiFitchl

yelled to me as our small fishing boat was rocking in
the waves of a rough sea during our recent vaca-
tion. So | climbed back up onto my seat from the
floor of the boat and hung on as we made our way
back to the dock after deciding the seas were not
calm enough to be out fishing. This reminded me of
the well-known story found in the 14™ chapter of St.
Matthew, when the disciples were in a boat a few
miles offshore which was being tossed about by the
waves and wind. | am sure the seas were much

sure Peter didnot have
we read this story, we can put ourselves in that boat
and wonder if we would have had the faith to step
out of the boat onto the water.

When Sam and | decided that we wanted to tithe,
we knew we could not start to give our tithe until we
re-prioritized what we did with our money. How-
ever, we did decide to immediately start to contrib-
ute a certain amount to our church believing just

Astartingodo is important.

that paid better, and we took that opportunity to use
all of the additional money plus some and take a
leap to tithing. This was a great spiritual decision
and required changing dependence on money to
dependence on God.

In this process, there are some questions to think
about: How much do | trust God? Do | trust Him
with my life, my soul, my salvation? Or do | trust my
strengths, my bank account, etc., instead? Just as
Peter was called to trust Jesus to enable him to
walk on the water, we are called to have that same
trust in Jesus with our lives. We need to step out in
faith to see how Jesus reaches out and helps us. It
is this deeply lived relationship with Jesus that will
result in better deci si
prosperity, which is for us to build up treasure in the
Kingdom, for that is where our true treasure lies.

Will you step out of the boat? Jesus is waiting with
His arms out.

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair

09/20/09

0nNns alfHe

commitment and stewardship (living a life that recognizes
everything we have is from God). Every church has
members who have different levels of commitment to their
faith. In reading about stewardship, | found one article that
described three categories of givers as: the tippers (if they
get good service, they leave a tip), the bill payers (they
base what they give on how close the parish is to meeting
the budget) and the kingdom builders (they give as a

privilege to be part of Godds

lives and our faith journey, we may have fallen into each

one of these categori es. Last
worse for them than we ex@oedréisended, ofanpdr ols@mr diow bl eyi ng

Why would God be focused on where our treasure is?
Because that is where our hearts are (Matthew 6:21) and
God wants our hearts to be with Him.

What we do with our money is all about where our heart is.
Money is mentioned over 800 times in the Bible so what we
do with it has some significance. Throughout the Gospels,
Jesus tells us to focus on making our best things the joys
and glories of the other world, things that are eternal. In St.
Matqqee{v g:JnQ-ZlaJFsBsrgibes ug tge rfﬁ)%owing guiﬂa@cw j
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and decay destroy, and thieves break
in and steal. But store up treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor
thieves break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there also will your heart be.

No one can serve two masters. He will either hate
one and love the other, or be devoted to one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.

Do not worry and say, 'What are we to eat?' or 'What

(0]

onKiamgtome tvhast t ags tlerdi 8Ki nogwWip

b

ar e we t o drink?' or '"'What

these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. But seek first
the kingdom (of God) and his righteousness, and
d% thidgEwal Be gi\FerOyou%e@

In the first letter to Timothy, the administrator of the
Ephesians community, he is
the present age not to be proud and not to rely on so
uncertain a thing as wealth but rather on God, who richly
provides us with all things for our enjoyment. Tell them to
do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous, ready to
share, thus accumulating as treasure a good foundation for

idkd s i dea

the future, so as to win the

In the Bible we are told by God, by Jesus and by the
Apostles where to have our treasure. Do you believe? If
you do, come be a Kingdom Builder.

Theresa Capricci

Stewardship Committee Chair
09/27/09
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Stewardship of Tithing

Step51
Is There a Devil in Your Garden?

We are all familiar with the story of Adam and Eve and
the Garden of Eden, which God gave them to take care
of on his behalf. Adam and Eve are actually the first stew-
ards (people who do what their master wants them to do
with his property and possessions). However, all does
not go well. The serpent (devil) is in their garden and con-
vinces Eve to eat the fruit of the only tree that God told
her and Adam not to eat from. Why did Eve eat fruit from
the forbidden tree? |1t
directive on this. With encouragement from the serpent,
Eve comes to the conclusion that she knows better than
God, and thus it would be okay to eat from the tree.

In this story Eve takes matters into her own hands and
decides she can take Go ckldes
sees fit (refer to the
and Eve had permission from the owner (God) to eat all
the fruit of the garden, except from that one tree, but they
wanted it all. Do we believe we need to live lives that re-
quire all or almost all of what He gives us? How often do
we let someone or something tell us what is important
and not God?

In the third chapter of Malachi, we find God is upset when
t hey stopped f ol l owSurelg I,
LORD, do not change, nor do you cease to be sons of
Jacob. Since the days of your fathers you have turned
aside from my statutes, and have not kept them. Return
to me, and | will return to you, says the LORD of hosts.
Yet you say, "How must we return?" Dare a man rob
God? Yet you are robbing me! And you say, "How do we
rob you?" In tithes and in offerings! You are indeed ac-
cursed, for you, the whol e

As usual, Jesus addresses this and more. In the 22"
Chapter of St. Matthew, we read His response when the
Pharisees ask if they should pay taxes to the Romans.

Jesus tells them to fARepay
Caesar, 0 however, he conti
l ongs to God. o Since the

and Jesus still asked them to return to God what belongs
to God, it seems he is talking about more than their
money. He is talking about their lives. Since everything
we have belongs to God, let us not only tithe, but dedi-
cate each day of our lives to God!

Theresa Capricci

Stewardship Committee Chair

10/04/09
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Stewardship of Tithing

Step 6 - Test God

Last weekds column focused on
than our own . From Mal achi 3
reaction to the lIsraelis when they stopped following His
statutes and returning tithes and instead were doing their
ownthing: 6é Ever since the days of

have evaded my statutes and not observed them. Return
to me and | wiII return to you, says Yahweh Sabaoth. You
ask, AfHow are we

return?

@bé’>6hat(etEV3¢0L§j'tdr”)Ptt d rdtpd atGofd

cheat you?o Over tithes
you because you, this whole nation try to cheat me. (The
New Jerusalem Bible at www.catholic.org.)

Immediately following these verses we come to the one
phaéedrPtiferBiblg whare God tefiseus tb test Bid (vs. 10-
m2). t HefeNGod tells s pedpleawhat o da BoogHire His
approva. iBring the tithes in

there is food in my house; put me to the test now like this,
says Yahweh Sabaoth, and see if | do not open the
floodgates of heaven for you and pour out an abundant
blessing for you. For your sakes, | shall forbid the locust to
destroy the produce of your soil or prevent the vine from
bearing fruit in your field, says Yahweh Sabaoth, and all the

natjons. wijll .c essed, foy you will be a land of
deﬁgﬁts V;gays ahwglaﬁ l%‘,abaoth A

Why is this the one time God encourages His people to put
Him to the test? Was it because God knew that the love of
money and possessions was and would be a major
stumbling block for His followers? Having money and
possessing things is not evil. God created everything and
we are not to reject what He gives us. What is evil is being

rs@ attached ,to thembthatnwe. dannot bring ourselves to

return part of what God gives us back to Him. How sad
that the rich young man did not recognize a once in a
lifetime opportunity to exchange his possessions for a more

d lif h J | Sol
w ‘é,”k?,‘z '@Egﬁ“‘éé@. o wikdbh Tom s 0a8 G, ot
od

EH% an nythl ouldvta ton egr 4o

From my personal experlence and reading the experiences

of others, | believe tithing is one of the best-kept secrets of

our faith. We must give up ownership of all we have and
are in return for what God offers in their place. Believe me
when | say AYou cannot out

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair

10/11/09
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Stewardship of Tithing
Step 7 - Be a Tither!

When | told people | was going to write about Steward-
ship of Tithing, | got some feedback that perhaps now is
not the time to ask people to give money. So first | want
to clarify that tithing is not about giving money but rather
returning to God a portion (10%) of what He has given to
us.

Earlier this year, L. John Bueno, who works in world mis-
sions for the
cial times come, believers can take comfort in knowing
that God is our true source of provision in life. His Word
has a great deal to say about finances, both in good
times and bad. The disciplines of faithful work, saving
money and the prudent use of resources have proven
woefully absent among many of the hardest-hit busi-
nesses in todayds c Vet Bcaptute
has much to say about the path of the godly and their use
ofwealth. Godds guidelines
a critical truth ignored by many believers today: Tithing.0

In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul praised the
Macedonians for giving from their poverty and encour-
aged the Corinthians to follow their example.

We want you to know, brothers, of the grace of
God that has been given to the churches of Ma-
cedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, the
abundance of their joy and their profound pov-
erty overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their
part. For according to their means, | can testify,
and beyond their means, spontaneously, they
begged us insistently for the favor of taking part
in the service
cel in this gracious act also.

The second important point about tithing is that it is one
part of livinga God-cent ered | i f e. I
tives to make decisions about everything in our livesd
including how we spend our time, using our talents to
serve God, having an active prayer life, knowing our faith,
making family a priorityd tithing completes a stewardship-
filled life. In addition, we will find ourselves better able to
handle economic and other downturns.

God knows things are
easy, but He also knows it works and that it blesses us
and leaves us betterintheend. ALet us not
doing good, for in due time we shall reap our harvest, if
we do not (Ggatiang6Oup. o

Today we have fAero names
certain causes or beliefs such as truthers, birthers, tea
baggers. We may have earthly causes, but the most im-
portant cause for us is to have our treasure be in heaven.
Be a Tither!

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair

10/18/09
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Stewardship of Tithing
Ten Thoughts on Tithing

1. Madison Avenue might tell us we are consumers;
but the Church has baptized us and made us
stewards.

2. Tithing [
returning money to God we
financially. (Consider this: whoever sows

G sparingly will alsooreap sparingly, and whoever

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
2 Corinthians 9:6.)
3. Tithing may need to be a gradual process as we
change our priorities and commit our lives to God.
Start today with whatever you can.
4. nT(jittHn(g irraalﬁes us, t?egelr gtgwe}rds with how we
use the remaining 90 %. |1

m ol¢NEh§ wilhae whep blgssedls ¢ ¢ | to

5. Tithing is really an expression of obedience and
reverence, acknowledging that all we are and
have comes from God. If we really believe in an
omniscient and omnipotent supreme being (God),
then we have to logically conclude that He really
doesn't need our money, per se.

6. Tithing is a family affair and needs to be part of
our children's faith and money management
education. Create a fti
to fill and take to mass for the offering basket.

7. Tithing helps us focus on what we really need and

is a great defense against materialism and

conselmerism.

8. Tithing strengthens our faith. Generous giving is
faith-driven, not priest-driven, impulse-driven, gain

f  wedrivgrny eemetignrr@riven,d ory gven need-driven.

What drives and propels our faithful giving to
Jesus is faith in Him.

9. Tithing gets its power from the mystical,
sacramental nature of giving. As members of the
parish we should support the life of the Church
just for itself. Who will value the Church if we

andonibat? tiTiht hg nigs nséttr eant g ) € |
stability and vitality.

910 OTithe tout" of dove? flust as anything we do for

Christ, tithing may not be easy. But all we do for

Christ is out of love for the sacrifice he made for

us ewodpolutef lovéds for alpveho seelchinp at e i n

ncl udes t he Al

t h

In the words of King David, iNow, who else is willing
to contribute generously this day to the LORD?"

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair

10/25/09
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Stewardship of Talent
A Calling for Ushers and Greeters

Why do we participate in ministries? It may be compas-
sion for others, it may be in gratitude to God, it may be
practical as the Church relies on parishioners to fulfill
these roles, or it might be our personal need to humbly
serve to become more like Christ. Throughout His minis-
try Jesus had emphasized the importance of serving oth-
ers for the glory of God. At the Cathedral Parish of St.
Patrick, there are many ministries for us to participate in.
Currently, our parish is especially in need of additional
Ushers and Greeters. Ushers and Greeters provide an
important role at Mass by helping others to worship. This
is a great way to become involved in ministry at the Ca-
thedral Parish. You have the option to select the mass
time(s) when you are available to serve.

What 6s

Ushers General Responsibilities:

Arrive 20 minutes before Mass.

Select two people or a family to take up the
gifts of bread and wine.

Make sure there are enough people to take
up the collection.

Help seat people as needed.

Take the collection up at the preparation of
the altar.

Be available to seek medical assistance if
needed.

Open doors at conclusion of the Liturgy and
handout bulletins.

Clean up the pews (papers left in pews, etc.)

invol ved?

Greeters General Responsibilities

Arrive 20 minutes before Mass.

Welcome those who arrive and pass out mu-
sic bulletins

Take car e Tgbintdutresterabss)
nursery, first aid, handicapped rest
rooms, etc.

Assist Usher when requested.

If you are interested in serving in these ministries, please

contact Margaret Peters, 232-2169, ext. 222,
cathedralpr@ comcast.net.
Theresa Capricci
11/01/09
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Stewardship of Talent

On Fire for
AStop standing so cl o&ywu
t hrow me of f, o my S i
Sunday. This remark and my failure to be accepted
for my school s choir
of singing ability. At
sing in church, but then | learned verse 4 of Psalm 98
i Make a joyful noi se
important may not rely totally on how well we sing, but
on being joyful, too.

So the first thought this week is that we all are called
upon to sing joyfully at
is the best, but | like to believe that being joyful about
God is important.

As great as being joyful is, there are certain times we
need folks with singing talent. Our organist/choir
director, Nick Basehore, is looking for parishioners
who have been blessed with the gift of a good singing
voice. If this sounds like you, please give serious
thought to auditioning for the choir and/or to serve as
a cantor. If your musical talents are as
instrumentalists or an organist and you would be
willing to share those talents at special liturgies
throughout the liturgical year, please contact Nick as
well.

| believe that our parish does not have any needs that
God has not provided for through the talents He has
given to each of us parishioners. It is up to us to use
our abilities to make it all happen. We are coming to
the time of year when we celebrate Thanksgiving and
Christmas. As we return thanks for the gifts God has
given us, let us also think about how to use the talents
we have been given and return them to God in
worship.

For more information, contact Nicholas Basehore at
232-2169, ext. 224.

Remember , if you arenot
noi sed material. Either
for Godds choir!

Theresa Capricci

Stewardship Committee Chair
11/08/09
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Stewardship of Talent
The Talent of Prayer

Il s prayer a Atalento?
service, but | believe that the strong belief that Saint
Therese of Lisieux had in the power of prayer was a
talent and gift from God. In reading about Saint
Thérése we learn that she came to the Carmel con-
vent "to save souls and pray for priests." My mother
also had a strong belief in the power of prayer, and
we learned prayers as children that we prayed each
night.

The power of prayer was shown to me this past
summer. | typically run each morning and some-
times my route takes me past the abortion clinic on
Front Street in Harrishb
that | take that my longer route and see pro-life sup-
porters outside the clinic with the goal of having an
opportunity to change the minds of the mothers en-
tering. This summer | noticed that the clinic had
planted trees along the side and front of the building
in an attempt to make it hard for the pro-life support-
ers to be seen by the mothers coming for an abor-
tion. The morning | first saw this | was just finishing
my daily rosary and asked our Blessed Mother to
pray that the new bushes would not survive if that
be Godés will (Deacon
guest was not a sin.) And then | watched. |
watched over the summer how just those bushes
started to turn brown until the point that they were
removed! (I wonder how many others were praying
for the same result.)

As we strive to live a God-centered life, we must
remember the importance and power we have in
prayer. Sometimes we may not be able to have an
active role, but we can join forces with those who do
through prayer. Several years ago | met a woman
at a retirement home who was just shy of 100 years
old. She was in a wheelchair and had her rosary
beads with her. The administrator commented that
between catnaps, she spends most of her day in
prayer for others.

An elderly woman confined to a wheelchair and a
young woman living a
cloistered life of obscurity
in a convent confirm that
prayer is indeed a talent.

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship
Committee Chair

11/15/09

Cl

Stewardship
Stewardship of Self

Mapsh eg NOdnvier tWe o nlesS to fP rmy i fdegey
saints. They all have inspiring life stories. The
common thread is that each one of them discovered
the person God meant them to be and then they
became themselves. This is what God wants all of us

to doéto become t he best ve

Stewardship of self is to discover the person God
created us to be and then to be that person in all parts
of our lives 1T at work, in our neighborhood, with
friends and family, on vacation i everywhere. In other
words, stewardship is not just for church.

urAg. we ygg kel Jgegit $is0oms gaabtoylrtd a
keep in mind that Satan has a custom-made plan for
each of us. Itdés a plan
plans to use it to turn us away from how God wants us
to live. However, God, too, has a plan for each of us.
This is clear when we read about the saints. Each
saint walked a different path, lived a different life, but
they all fulfilled the role God had for them. God did
not give the saints, anything that he has not given to
each one of us. We all have what it takes to be the
best version of ourselves. And we should never think
Mg &r €3 sNsoytr eu arhd f i gids r ®O
to work for God or some tremendous talent? No.
Think of the twelve Jesus started with T uneducated
men without social status, no money and no authority
in the world.

t

Our challenge is clear. We are to embrace a total life
rooted fully in the example and teachings of Jesus
Christ. Now hereds the
It is in fulfilling Godbo
true happiness to us. Read that last sentence again
to make sure you remember it.

mo s
S

In our home we have prints of Jesus and Mary
hanging in a central spot. | see these every morning

as | am getting ready for the day and they help me
remember to ask fAWhat does
today?0o0

What does Jesus want you to do today? Be the
RO person He created 1
yourself.

L)

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship
Committee Chair

“ 11/22/09
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Stewardship
Stewardship of Self 1 Part 2

While Stewardship of Self means each of us has
our own path in following God, there are some key
steps that apply to all of us.

Step One i Know Your Faith. Our faith guides us
on how to live. When Jesus came, His goal was to
change how people lived. And the early Christians
learned from His Disciples and today we have their
written words in the Bible. Our Catechism is a great
source of guidance also. Everyone should have a
copy. There are also books to help us understand
our faith.

Step Two - Live Your Catholic Faith. Our Catholic
faith is a public thing.
when we leave home. As | mentioned last week -
God has determined and revealed the ways by
which we would find true fulfillment and happiness.
Real freedom is not found in doing what WE want,
but in doing Godébés wil!/l
itdéds not getting any easi
is more and more turning away from God. Every
day we face choices that our faith can guide us
through to do the right
Step One).

Step Three - Pass Your Faith on to Others. Our re-
sponsibility is to spread our faith to others. The best
way to do this is to live a life that illustrates it. For
example, one summer while vacationing, we wor-
shipped at St. Paul 6s
NC. It was exciting to learn that this parish had
erected a pro-life billboard along a New Bern high-
way . On the Website of
read how one of these billboards in another sate
had impacted a pregnant teenager who was sched-
uled to have an abortion. As this girl drove by a bill-
board that read, 'A baby is a baby, is a baby - Res-
cue me!' that message caused her to pull off the
road and call the hotline number on the sign. She
received the help she needed to give her baby life.
This parish and others will probably never know the
unborn children they saved by spreading their belief
that all life is sacred.

When we look at the first followers of Christ there
was no question as to what they were giving their
lives to. Their faith was the center of their lives and
it affected everything they did. They knew their faith,
lived their faith and spread their faith. To the first
followers of Christ, His death on the cross to save
our sins meant everything. What does it mean to
you?

Theresa Capricci

Stewardship Committee Chair
11/29/2009

Stewardship
Stewardship of Gratitude

In Luke 17:11-1 9, we read about J
with the ten lepers. As he entered a village, the
lepers stood at a distance from him and raised their
voice, saying, "Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!" He
told them to "Go show yourselves to the priests."
As they were going, they were cleansed. However,
only one of them returned to Jesus, fell at his feet
and thanked him. Jesus said "Ten were cleansed,
were they not? Where are t
him to "Stand up and go; your faith has saved you."

Stawardshim is abounkvinghaur lives in lgratitudeetb t b
God. Our commitments of time, our possessions,

the use of our skills, and our money reflect the gifts

that we have, and the gifts we can share. All that

we have comes from God, and we are called to
refbDrs not pakwaysmn easy Hamd
ifportadtSto MéMembér that themam pSrosSel F t Y
using our gifts is not to
in our parish, local community or the world,
éltﬁbbg’ﬁ thesd e{rehlrﬁptor?’aﬁt TH\é}{féél privfity e d
need that we have in each of us to be thankful and

to express our gratitude to God. God asks for our
first fruits, not because he is in need of them, but
rather because we are in need of doing this for Him.

This is our faith in action. That is why Jesus told

C a ttife Qdpdr whoGétitied And thAnked ®hivh tthen -

| eperds faith had saved hi

stelafdship ! i | Rdihcrcli@ril. Whil asbdfefy !

encourages us to continually strive for more and
more, stewardship helps us to recognize that we
already have more than enough. In fact, we have
enough to share. As we start a new Church year
with preparing for the birth of Christ, we can choose
the way of the world by endless shopping,
searching for the | atest i
or we can follow the way of Christ by reading about
Hislfe---di d you know thereods
God? We can receive our Lord in the Eucharist at
Mass. And following our faith can be a priority.

Will Jesus find us in front of Him in gratitude or will
He wonder where we are?

Theresa Capricci
Chair, Stewardship Committee

12/06/09
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Stewardship
This Christmas Give Presence

Among the visitors to see Jesus were the wise men,
or the AMagi. 06 They knew
felt it was important to go to him. It is thought he
was maybe one or two years old when they came.
They brought the following gifts 7 gold (a gift fit for a
king), frankincense (used in worship of God), and
myrrh (used to bury the dead).

It seems that somewhere along the way, the focus
on being with and bringing gifts to Jesus got lost as
more and more emphasis got placed on baking,
shopping and exchanging
goods with each other. None of these things are
themselves bad, unless that is what fills our time
and focus during Advent.
vent to prepare for the birth of our Lord?

Just as the wise men brought gifts to the Christ child
so, too, should we. What gifts can we bring Jesus?
Gift ideas for our Lord may include our voice in the
Cathedral choir, our friendliness as a greeter, our
reading ability as a lector, our teaching skills with
the youth, our accounting knowledge on the finance

counci |, our cooking skil
our website includes many ideas. Should the
Apresentso we give be ou

His Church?

Another way of preparation is to learn more about
Jesus by reading scripture. We can take time each
day to read about His life in the Gospels and learn
how he wants us to live our lives. We read emails
al | the time from friend
least that much time reading about our Lord.

Waiting, watching and hoping used to be how Ad-
vent was spent. What happened? Even at mass,
there are comments about ditching those Advent
songs so we can have more time singing the more
popular Christmas hymns.

In a recent homily, Fr. Rozman talked about the
second coming of Christ and asked if we will we be
ready as no one knows when or where it will be. |

agree we donodt know, s o
really think it wondt be
Theresa Capricci
Chair, Stewardship Committee
12/13/2009

Stewardship
Will You Let God Change You?

This_is the final Sun a>ain Advent--the time. of preparation
f&r ¢ birth oPonr Lotd. Thevgt%r\? of BBhn te ép istgv%o
came to prepare the way for the Lord is prominent in
Advent. John wanted to help people be ready to meet their
savior . To do this he had
like to hear. He wanted people to repent of their sins and
stop their bad habits and lifestyles. Today John would not
be considered politically correct. (What is the title of that
book? Oh yeah -iNo One Call s it
course, John was not 1living
the standards of God.

Atttrl% Yirte of Yohd thedB%p%st, BT twgsrvx}ait?hé for
eagerly for the coming of the Messiah. Some people
thought John was the messiah and many people from
Judéaarid OetusalénsBughtthini They foGh@ Bhn @ fhe
wilderness urging them to get ready morally and spiritually
for the Lord. The people believed that when their Messiah
came something new would
t hat by following Godoéds
Go d 6 s -shattarimghlife-changing vision for us.

Wh a't John address i

mi ght n

| The fact that less than 30% of people in the
S

r A Pdredts vthd forgetOthe pramiset fhey makel f e

at the baptism of their children?
The lack of knowledge about our faith?

How sexual relations outside of marriage has
become acceptable behavior?

S
suggestions?

What is this thing called football and why has
it turned into a religion for some?

When Christ knew his life on earth was ending, He created
His Church, with Peter as the cornerstone. This role for
Peter gives us great hope
can change our lives. After all, who would think that a man
who denied Christ three times would become the
cornerstone of His Church?

vaurs? t he mal |

Theresa Capricci
Chair, Stewardship Committee

12/20/09
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Stewardship Stewardship

iWhat s in a name? That which weAreayoll Saved?®s e
By any other name would smell as sweet. 0

(Shakespeare)  How many of us have had someone knocking at our door

When Mary gave birth, she and Joseph did not need to or approaching us on the street with this question? How
choose a name for the baby since God had already told many o f us h ave ever ,7f elt we d
them the childds name woul d agsgertylgosr%ngtherqueﬁtma@ouﬁogrfaﬂhn contr ast
to the name selection process most parents go through. | f youdre reading this article
Since 16m writing this col ugecathéli¢ or Bifkihg daBSutbecorming.Cathbhit adl wast h -
day, it brings to mind the story my mother told me about  ten years ago. During my journey, | found that many folks
choosing my name. I'n those whay sverrarog ntcsatthiodn at dkindonw ti fr ¢
they were having a boy or a girl so nothing was final be-  and had a lot of misinformation. | also had Catholic friends

fore the birth. My father wanted to name me after my  tell me they wished they knew more about their faith. (One
grandmothers, which would have been Iva Rosa Apa  way to do this is to become a sponsor with RCIA and

(everyone wants all their nagehbtife sebstons with yolr&andidat®)ot t hey ?)

My mot her6s preference won out. .
As Catholics, it is our responsibility to know our faith, and

| not sure when things changed, but for some children, we need to take the time to do this. We should always be
their parentso goal s-efakisl, trgadyjodefend theiChyichy thag Jesys,started. There are
uni que name or use somethinigWh olt hinoGsmatih at a0 ffeernNg oSpteasn d i n
name as a name. It 6s as i foe qbgdient ¢ hhe seergtsto thig iy dhat 4t isp by gbeing i | |
bring success or make them OP®idd et tp| Gednowe nhkl pd piyrue
think these children will never find their names on those ~ humble. ~How often do we think we know better? How

i mportant, isndt the kind dfhigeddodiehgompandmenhlecbmhmeda
more important? l snot wh atHmM | oy wagttoachievg pegog in yoyr jifg, the,answar g
raised by a family that embraces their faith more impor- IS to find out how God wants us to live and then do it.
tant ? After all, isnodt ev eJesyscametq tgach; ushowdo liyeagd gptablished lig e b
cause they were created by God? We continue that  church to guide us until His return.

gniqueness by using what God has blessed us with to l't is in Catholicism that we «
live out our faith troubling questions: Why am | here? Who made me? What

_ ) must | believe? How must | act? All these can be
Would it have mattered if | would have been named Iva  5nqwered to oyr satisfaction, if only we open ourselves to

Rosa? I really donodot think g$Qas \gl?%tcematttuqrned[ oMU e Moy ¢
was that my parents fulfilled the promises they made at his plan for us. (John 7:1'7)_

my baptism. What mattered was that my family attended
church every Sunday. What mattered was that my  There are many topics we can include. One of the things |
mother taught us our faith and read the Bible to us. What  want to do is make sure to address questions you have
mattered was participation in the church  about why or what Catholics believe about a specific topic.
youth group and the guidance from our Please email your questions to cathedralpr@comcast.net
pastors. What will always matter is the re-  and they will be forwarded to me. If you prefer to you can
lationship | have with God as a result. send them to me at Cathedral Parish, 212 State Street,
Harrisburg, PA 17101.

ques'E bon thi . WI?/elf\lele Y%'%'lor\%sdoreessomyut ion is 't
smell 6 to God?0o : N . ,
this year. Wonot you join m
hearing from you!

So th

e
i fe 0

Theresa Capricci

Stewardship Committee Chair Theresa Capricci

Chair, Stewardship Committee
(In loving memory of Eleanor Apa)

12/27/2009 01/03/2010
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Stewardship

Sola Scriptura and Tradition

After her recent visit to France, my sister-in-law
shared with us a beautiful scrapbook she prepared
with photos and memories of her trip. Because she
couldndét include everythi
looked through it, she told us other details about the
trip.

This is a good example to help us understand Sola
Scriptura. In general (this column is not meant to be
a complete presentation), Sola Scriptura is a belief
that Scripture stands alone and is self-sufficient as a
guide. If we look at the early Church, there was
much emphasis on the importance and authority of
Scripture to direct our lives. But it was not used by
the Church Fathers as the only source and meant to
be independent of Sacred Tradition. An important
fact to remember is that it was Sacred Tradition that
determined what books belonged in the Bible and
which ones do not.

In Catholicism, we believe in both Scripture and Tra-
dition. Note the
to Sacred Tradition as opposed to human traditions.
Sacred Tradition is from God and cannot be
changed. In Matthew 15:3, Jesus took issue with
the Pharisees for theirt r adi t i on,
Paul commands the Thessalonians, "So then, breth-
ren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you
were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by
letter" (2 Thess. 2:15).

Scott Hahn, a well-known convert, shares in the
b o o kRome Stveet Home, 6 t hat as
he was taken back when a student asked him if eve-
rything is in the Bible, where does the Bible say that
everything is in the Bible? In fact many of the
Churchodés beliefs and
the Bible was written or compiled centuries later.
However, no Tradition contradicts the Bible.

At the end of the Gospel of John (21:25), St. John
writes, fiThere are al so
did, but if these were to be described individually, |
do not think the whole world would contain the
books that would be

Bottom line: There is only one word of God, but it is
revealed in different ways.

a

writt

Theresa Capricci
Chair, Stewardship Committee

01/10/2010
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Stewardship
Who Died and Made You Boss?

This question is often heard when children are playing
and feel that one of their friends is trying to boss them
around. Even as adults, we sometimes have
pfoBlems Nwitht Buénorify.C I Both bMdiektants 8afd
Catholics have told me they have issues with the
authority of the Pope. | will tell you that the authority
of the Magisterium was one of the first things that
drew me to the Catholic Church.

In his Gospel, St. Matthew clearly presents Jesus
instituting His Church as the way to continue His
mission and apply his work of redemption to souls

until His return. In St. Matthew 16:13-19 Jesus made
Peter the ARock, 0 the foun
earthly Church after Peter
Christ, the son of t he |
AFl esh and bl ood has not r
Father who is in heaven. o

\Y
e

Jesus gave authorlty to His Church when he told
Arragitioyivel Riou
heaven, and whatever you bind (prohibit) on earth will
be bound in Heaven and whatever you loose (permit)
on _eafrth wil be | oosed i

rt(

n

N 0 thind@%Bsed are of ﬁthiitance here: the giving of

authoritative teaching and lifting or imposing the ban
of excommunication. The Apostles have been called
a "foundation" (Eph. 2:20), however, Jesus singled
Simon Peter out as the "Rock." "Binding and loosing"
is a charism given to all the Apostles (Matt. 18:18),
brurt e shoeytteerr jiasn,si ngl ed out f
who were familiar with Isaiah and the history of Israel,
understood the imagery Jesus used. Today this is a
problem when people who have no historical/biblical

p r a cducaos Hthee than|theie gwn |views Jeligye theyr e

have an infallible understanding of the scriptures. The
words of our Lord "He who hears you hears me, and
he who rejects you rejects me" (St. Luke 10, 16) teach
us that it is no small matter to reject those who He has

Mfalell in Somlafd ovel tRe' chfich, T hat esus
So o put it simplyé.Who
seLPccoessors t he fibosso Je.

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair

01/17/2010
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Stewardship

The Dobs and Dondots That Real??ol\ﬁ'atttgr Live By
When | was young, one magazine featured a popu- Last week we started the Doo0s
| ar fashion dodés and dondtmpoptagyret. toThe aweerae Wastha as
you woul dndét want to be &avg eah do bajjes gt avoiging sing @ hely ys in ouy e
donodt s. There were criti€8d¢aviofl.ed 0fpy e sevenrmoraltard t h
low such as not wearing white shoes theological virtues.
before Memorial Day or after Labor Humility - To avoid pride, practice humility. When we are
Day. The fidondt so r e humbie we rg¢cagnize pride an{l woxk to over come it in our
not Seriously important_ lives. Seek God always to attain this virtue.

The donoéts that are impogddiha g TRECChBE NS Cn A% h n
the _Baptlst urg.ed people to stqp_ doing and repent resolve to spend more to help the poor, for missions, and

for m_preparatlor_l for Jesus ministry. Today_some other works of charity. If my Bible is correct, Jesus did not
folks like to explain away the dangers of sin with the  iye this charge to the government, but to His Church.
belief t hat Jesusd death took away any repercus -
sons for our sins. 1 tht vere rue co you think TS5 he Bt it bt el s con
John the Baptist would have been on a mission to that |0\>/eth danger shall perish in it." (Ecclus. 3:27). Prayer
repent? is the best remedy.

One way to avoid sin is to be aware of how easily Meekness i We need to control ourselves and practice
we can get caught up in something wrong. In the  meekness so as not to give in to our anger. Determine why
Catechism of the Catholic Church 0f1866, seven we become angry and work and pray to overcome it. In the
sins are described as Capital Sins ibecaus eOutrheFyat her we pray fForgive u

engender ot her
avarice, envy, wrath, lust, gluttony, and sloth or
acidia. (You may have heard these also called capi-
t al vices or cardinal
heard there are new capital or deadly sins, that is
not correct.

A lot of things may have changed since 1866, but
unfortunately, | believe the need for knowing and
understanding these sins is more important than

ever. These seven sins lead to or are at the root of
the wrong we do.

Letbdbs take a |l ook at t he
sins:

Pride i Unrestrained appreciation of our own worth
Avarice 1 Greed, immoderate desire for earthly
goods

Lust i Hankering for impure pleasures

Anger 1 Inordinate desire for revenge

Gluttony i Unrestrained use of food and drink

Envwyi Sorrow over another6s
Sloth T Laxity in keeping the Faith and the practice

of virtue

Now back to the whi
many people followed this rule religiously and yet
gquestion those rules that come from Jesus or the
Church He started???

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair
01/24/2010

simosr)t.i fi cBy i ¢rh.e

t eHowhoes él

s Theysare pride, h &rgive fagsegwodresgass against us.”

Temperance - Moderation in eating and drinking is inspired
by Jesusd example of
Wa ¥t
Brotherly Love - Envy is one of our most difficult
challenges. Prayer and practice of humility are the
strongest remedies against it.

Diligence i Be strong against laziness through prayer,
partaking of the sacraments and devotion to the Holy Spirit
(divine love).

The Seven Capital Sins and their Contrary Virtues

cugtéish i N g O Pefinitena ¢ h 0 f Cortraly \@t® €
Pride Unrestrained appreciation of our own Humility
worth
Avarice Greed, Immoderate desire for earthly Charity
goods
Lust Hankering for impure pleasures Chastity
Anger  Inordinate desire for revenge Meekness
Gluttony ' Unrestrained use of food and drink Temperance

g Bv@ d Sorfowdver dnathefls @ood fortune Brotherly Love

Laxity in keeping the Faith and the
practice of virtue

om w O'Irhedregarcgipﬁcg
Stewardship Committee Chair

Sloth Diligence

01/31/2010
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Stewardship
The Great Divorce

AfThe Great Divorceo is the
about a bus ride through hell, then heaven and the choices
we make on earth. The great divorce is a reference to a
final separation of us from God. This leads me to a question

|l 6ve beenl askbere a sin that
for by God?0o

*Through its Catechism, the Catholic Church teaches that:
"Whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.' [Mk. 3:29; Mt.
12:32; Lk. 12:10] There are no limits to the mercy of God,
but anyone who deliberately refuses to accept his mercy by
repenting, rejects the forgiveness of his sins and the salva-
tion offered by the Holy Spirit. [John Paul Il, DeV 46] Such
hardness of heart can lead to final impenitence and eternal
loss.

The Church has identified six sins against the Holy Spirit:

(1) Despair. "By despair, man ceases to hope for his per-
sonal salvation from God, for help in attaining it or for the
forgiveness of his sins. Despair is contrary to God's good-
ness, to his justice - for the Lord is faithful to his promises -
and to his mercy." (C.C.C. # 2091)

(2) Presumption of God's mercy - "There are two kinds of
presumption. Either man presumes upon his own capacities,
(hoping to be able to save himself without help from on
high), or he presumes upon God's almighty power or his
mercy (hoping to obtain his forgiveness without conversion
and glory without merit)." (C.C.C. # 2092)

(3) Impugning the known truth. (Clarification: To "impugn"
the known truth means to attack it by word or argument, to
resist it, to contradict it, or even to oppose the known truth or
to challenge it as false.)

(4) Envy the spiritual good of another (Clarification: Regard-
ing the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the First Letter of Paul to the
Corinthians states, "All these are activated by one and the
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually as the Spirit
chooses." To envy the spiritual good of another is to ques-
tion the Divine judgment of the Holy Spirit in His distribution
of spiritual gifts. It is to be jealous of another person who has
a gift different than one's own gift. Through envy, one rejects
the gift that he has received from the Holy Spirit, determining
in his own mind that the gift he has received is not good
enough for him and he wants someone else's gift.)

(5) Obstinacy in sin (Clarification: To be "obstinate" means
to resist the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit, to be stub-
born, to persist in sin, to be unyielding.)

(6) Final impenitence (Clarification: "Impenitence" means to
be uncontrite, unrepentant, hardened, unconverted, to be
without regret, shame or remorse.)

*from Catholic Doors Ministry

The Holy Spirit spends the life of each of us trying to bring
Jesus Christinto it. Itis up to each one of us to accept Him.

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair
02/07/2010
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Love and Marriage
St. Valentine may have been a priest in the Roman Empire
twhot hefped Oplersedutedd Ertisti¥ns RBfing GheSreignLot Wi s
Claudius 11, was jailed and beheaded on Feb. 14, OR he
may have been a Catholic bishop of Terni who was
beheaded d ripg the reign, of Cl?udius I, OR someone
wih € seY:VrétE/ malti8d céﬂfﬁes Wner? 'mval’?ie{be was
forbidden, OR suffered in Africa, OR wrote letters to his
jailer's daughter and was probably beheaded. While
popular, the confusion over St. Valentine and the origin of
Val entineds Day | ed the Cathol
Roman calendar of official, world-wide Catholic feasts.

Regardless of the roots of Valentine's Day, today it is
celebrated as a holiday about love. Love often leads to
marriage. The Bible tells us that marriage comes from the

loving hand of God, who fashioned both male and female

in the divine image (see Gn.
father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of
them become one bodyo (Gn. 2: 2
t he wWo man as Aibone of my bot
flesho (Gn 2:23). God bl esse
commands them to fibe fertile a
The valid marriage of baptized Christians is a sacrament.
Jesus Christ made marriage a symbol of his love for his
Church (see Eph 5:25-33). A sacramental marriage lets the
world see, in human terms, something of the faithful,
creative, abundant, and self-emptying love of Christ. A
marriage in the Lord with his grace will bring the spouses to
holiness. Their love, manifested in fidelity, passion, fertility,
generosity, sacrifice, forgiveness, and healing, makes
known God's love in their family, communities, and society.
This Christian meaning confirms and strengthens the
human value of a marital union (see CCC, nos. 1612-1617;
1641-1642).

Jesus taught t hat i what God h
man put asundero ( Matt 19:6) .
are entered into without the needed maturity or full
knowledge and ability to keep such a commitment, or
without full free will due to external pressures. A person

may ask the Church to determine if a previous marriage

was a valid marriage. A Catholic annulment is a declaration

from a diocesan Tribunal that the marriage bond was less

than such a covenant for life because it was lacking
something necessary from the very

beginning. D

Today is good day to honor the gl
companionship involved in Marriage,

which is unique and cannot be achieved g &7=

outside of marriage. The unconditional
lifelong commitment made in marriage
makes it quite different from just living
together. God always seems to know the
right way to do thi

ngs. Doesn

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair
02/14/2010
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First Comes Love, Then Comes Mar- Will You Be a Carrier of the Holy Spirit?
rrage, Then Comes E%)f:?e Bif’ytlﬁt Mo% Nasbgﬁer?to all of us is the call to

evangelize. It is up to us to help bring new followers

When | was in RCIA, a Catholic co-worker told me that a
ot o f Catholics donot o a yto t%e :_ord {Qr}l]d to h(élpaﬁrlr;]goh?lpe tho§e who nave gs

against contraception. | also learned that my co-worker

believed this teaching was created by the church, rather 9T €2t news or what ? H ow do
than coming from God. Sadly, this person is now di- Maybe this hasno6t generated
vorced due to a disagreement about having a familyat | Ny ou. So | ask you this:
all. better having the Lord in i

i ?
In Genesis 38:9-1 0 we Thenalddahfsaid to Onan, hot want dto S_haret tlha.t . with hOtherS' PO y(t)u
"Unite with your brother's widow, in fulfillment of your duty recommend movies, televisions shows, restaurants,

as brother-in-law, and thus preserve your brother's line. travel destinations, etc., to others?

Onan, however, knew that the descendants would not be

counted as his; so whenever he had relations with his When | was in RCIA, one of our friendsd a life-long
brother's widow, he wasted his seed on the ground, to  Catholicd discovered he was not as knowledgeable
avoid contributing offspring for his brother. What he did about his faith as he wanted to be. He made it a
greatly offended the LORD, and the LORD took his life  priority to learn/relearn his faith. Recently, | heard him
too. o as a caller on a local radio television show addressing

Today most Protestants thi nfe hgeaseinthe pumpey of Gatoligs stapding MR | i ¢
thing.o However, no Christifamr ftahehr ap@ridvheed Tohi Tomusd-
ception prior to the Anglican Lambeth Conference in is filled with efforts to prioritize accumulation of

1930. So the Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant faiths all  wealth, materialism and more. These efforts will
opposed contraception as gravely sinful until only two  continue to fill the void left by the lack of
generations ago. Interestingly, the father of the Lutheran evangellzatlon of others

faith, Martin Luther, passionately ddressed Onands ac-

t i o @msan must have been a malicious and incorrigible
scoundrel. This is a most disgraceful sin. It is far more
atrocious than incest and apgmidainetheygdodmhews toeothers ang fhyité hembte

killed by God. He committed an evil deed. Therefore  hyrch.

God puni shed hi mé. That worthl ess fell owépreferred

polluting himself with a most disgraceful sin to raising up  *At Mass welcome others. Imagine if someone comes
offspring for his brother i Le€tures on Genesis: Chap- t o Ma s s and no one says h

ters 38-44; 1544; LW, 7, 20-21). general greeting: fAWebre gl
Some folks want to believe Onan was punished by God | dono6t recall meeting you

for disobeying the Al evirat@engnddimportdh & alt-Sart whh althehitic iving--- © f

dead husband was to take his sister-in-law as his wife ; ; :
and have children with her (Deut. 25:5-10); however, that being real,_seekmg truth, and taking counter-cultural
stands. Actions speak louder than words!

was not the issue as the levirate law does allow the
brother the option of refusing.

What can we do?

. . Herebs the bottom | ine. I n
Like many today, Onan Wanteq a separation of sex from it gs not us but t he Hol y S
Erocreatlon.l Tloo_lay m"’.“;]y believe theybhaE)ve a d“_?ht 0 Holy Spirit works through us to bring that person to

ave sexual relations without creating a baby and It con- 4 pefore Jesus ascended to Heaven, he told His
traception fails, then they have e ~ . .
the right to abort the baby. dls_c!ples NBut you Wi .I I receive
The belief about contraception Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses
is one area that is a great chal- in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to
lenge to Christians who face a the ends ofActsl8g eart h. o
strong effort by the world to

have them comp s Will you be a carrier of the Holy Spirit? You already

moral commandments about are.

sexuality and procreation.

When, oh when, will we be Theresa Capricci

united inGbeodong fApro Stewardship Committee Chair
Theresa Capricci

02/21/2010 Stewardship Committee Chair ~ 02/28/2010
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Stewardship
Sophiebds Choli

Sophie was a washerwoman in San Francisco who
was always praising the Lord, even though she had
to do so much laundry and worked very hard. One
day, on the streetcar, she met a lady who knew her
and Sophie said to her,
been recently? I've been to China, I've been to In-
dia, I've been to the South Sea Islands--all those
places this past week and this past month and this
past year!" The lady looked at her a little oddly,
knowing that she never even left town! In fact, she
was so poor that she could hardly even afford to
ride the streetcar!

The |l ady replied, i What
havenot even been out
Sophie said, "Oh, yes | have! You know that money
| earn from washing clothes?--That money is me!
It's my blood, sweat, tears and toil! It's a part of me
and | gave it to the missionaries, and it has gone out
all over the world preaching the Gospel with them
wherever they went!--So I've been to all those
places!"

One of the best ways to evangelize is to live your
faith. | believe that

the next two weeks, we will be welcoming fellow
Catholics from other parishes to talk about how they
live their faith, with a focus on their decisions about
tithing. It is interesting that even though we live in
one of the wealthiest countries of the world, as indi-
viduals and as a nation we are in great debt. In
spite of all God has given to us, why has that not
been enough for us? In different ways God shares
with us how he wants us to live in all aspects of our
lives, including what we do with our money, We can

choose to follow Godods
we all must make.
May we all be inspired

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair

03/07/2010

Stewardship

C e Are You In Love?

The first year of worshipping at the Cathedral, | found
that attending the Vigil Mass meant that for a period of
time when the church is in full darkness, you cannot
see the stained glass pictures on the windows
illuder&tingY tRelY Iive?§ P Yesu¥ RuRiT His fbIIGWerS.
However, | realized that in the darkness they illustrate
a different but important pointd even though we
cannot see Jesus or the saints, they are always with
us. As Catholics, we believe the Saints in Heaven are
a Acloud of witnesseso
I n Hebr e Wisereftré, sirice wefare surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let
Francisco! 0

of,s &an

Just as we believe the saints will come to our aid and
mediate for us, we also benefit from our fellow
Christians on earth who come to our aid and pray for
us as well. This weekend and next, we have some of
our fellow Christians with us to withess how their faith
has shaped their l' i ves.

But imagine speaking to a parish that is not the one
you belong to and not knowing many (or anyone) in

S QffeAdarR® Shen ddd t6 that Yodr thFictis aBobit §ctur

faith and how it impacts how you live your life.

| think these folks illustrate what it means to be in love
with the Lord; to believe that Jesus Christ is
everything. This quote from Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ,
sums it Nothingusenbré practital than finding
God, that is, than falling in a love in a quite absolute,
final way. What you are in love with, what seizes your
imagination will affect everything. It will decide what
will get you out of bed in the mornings, what you will
W&y whh' yollrU évenfid¥" how
weekends, what you read, who you know, what
breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy and

b ygrat'ﬁlﬂj@. ’dIl ¢ o%e, ﬁa@ thlloGe® dnd it will decide

everything. 0

When we fall in love with Jesus it is not a question if
we will give our time, talent and treasure to Him, but
how.

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship Committee Chair

03/14/2010
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Stewardship

Possessed!
We often hear the word
to the devil or p -€ansdumipgs

efforts to attain a goal, whether in be in sports, ca-
reer or some other part of their life. Sometimes folks
are so consumed with multi-tasking that we may
wonder if they ever slow down to just enjoy the day.
In spite of the many things we have attained in this
country, studies indicate we are no happier than we
were 50 years ago even though we are richer, may
work shorter hours, travel more, have longer lives
and are healthier.

Being fAipossessedo i s
letter to the Philippians (3:8-14). He describes be-

add

Stewardship
Who/What is Your God?

largeosanetuary. e These werd slo many people attending
each Sunday that a second worship service was added. As
| grew older, we had fewer and fewer people. | wondered
what the people who used to attend worship services were
doing.

Today the number of people who attend church regularly is
not 50%, not even 30% of the population. Where is
everyone? What happened to

ARemember to keep holy the

was instituted by God to establish a regular day on which
He, as creator, was to be honored. It also served as a
memerreidal by StsraRawk
31:15-16). As Christians, our observance of Sunday as the

fi pWhen$ was asclild] iy famiy eetbngéd o a cherdh &ith & 0 n

O o

Il inh e ia® i o

ing taken possession of by Christ Jesus. However, Lor dés Day not only worships
he says he has not taken possession yet, but is still ~ Christ, the Son, in his passion, death, and resurrection.
pursuing his goal of eternal life that will be achieved Through the Paschal Mystery,
through Jesus Christ. Paul tells us that he has lost Jewish Sabbath was fulfilled. Because Jesus rose from the
fall thingso for the sakédé® @1 g: IrcrL]'s”tday'WPth n o%rt th wAP
this, he is in jail and facing possible deathd a situa-  WO'S1''P. and early Lnrstian communities then met toge er”
on Sundays to share the Eucharist, thus honoring the
tion that can certainly clear your thinking. He puts
) A b Sabbath.
forth that nothing in life is worth it if it causes a
Sepal‘atlon Of us fl’0m ChrISt It remlndS me Of the Have you ever, as | have’ Wondered Why God made
modern sayingéNo one on hkefing@eeSabbath onb & te cénkhghdmenss, albng with
Al should have spent mor ewhda seaneto &t muthhmore eefiolisi issues---Stealing,
S ) ] S murder, false witness, adultery? Then | realized this leaves
Sanctlflcgtlon is Ch.rlst coming to us. Ju_stlflc_:atlon S no doubt that what we do on t
our coming to Christ. Entire sanctification is to be important to God and to us.
entirely possessed by Christd so filled with His life
that sin and Satan are cast out. This is the secretto What do we consider more important than worshipping
holy living. Paul realized this needed to be his goal God ? What is so important to
in life as he realizes aSpbbathy When we answargtdap queston, Mg gan we r
nothing more than f@Arubbi g%‘berééﬁ@%r‘@gﬂ GOOdG\/?lﬁlftl' lrhséh cof
has found with Christ. you a ave
Having other fgodso is the ge

There is only room for so much in our lives. Each of
us is challenged to examine anything in our life that
separates us from our Lord. If Christ is in posses-
sion of our hearts, then we do the things He would
do if He was here on earth.

Possessed by Christ? May we all achieve this goal!

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship/Evangelization
Committee Chair

03/21/2010

attendance at worship on the Sabbath.

Today is Palm Sunday when many people
cheered Jesus as he entered Jerusalem, but
many fell away as the week went on, leaving
only a few with Him as he was hung on the
cross. If any one of us has left Jesus, this
week is an opportunity to start to walk with Him
again.

Every Sabbath Jesus comes to each one of us in the
Eucharist. Will you come to Him?

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship/Evangelization
Committee Chair

03/28/2010
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n Wh a't shoul d |

d
eternal [ i ?

f e

| was exchanging beliefs about faith with someone

who does not believe that
impacts our eternal life.
Weread in James 224:fiYou see t hat
fied by works and not by faith alone. o As Cat

believe there is an organic relationship between faith
and works. They are not opposed to each other but
rather inseparable. We have to have faith to produce
works that are truly good and our works are the evi-
dence of our true faith. We might have people tell us
that the Catholic Church asserts salvation through
works, but that is not correct. You may hear this from
someone who believes in i
ing justified by faith alone is not part of any single
verse or a theme in the Bible.

Now to todayébés question,

to Jesus in Luke 18:18-25, and Jesus replied to him by

s ay i Wiy,do you call me good? No one is good
but God alone. You know
not commit adultery. Do not kill. Do not steal. Do not
bear false witness. Honor your father and mother. 0
And he (the yo Ahtheserlthhve ob}
served from my youth. 6 And when Je
sai d t ©ne thingnyou still lack. Sell all that you
have and distribute to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me. 6
he heard this he became sad, for he was very rich.
Jesus | ooki nHowdard ithsifomhoseanha
have riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is eas-
ier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than

for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. 6 0

Did Jesus say that the young ruler just needed to be-
lieve in God and he would have eternal life? No. In-
stead Jesus identified so
life (attachment to his possessions), which was keep-
ing him separated from God. We all are challenged to
remove anything in our life that is separating us from
what God wants us to do. Hmmm. Could this apply to

|l ast weekdbs column on wha
ship on the Sabbath?

Faith alone was not enough for the young ruler, and it
is not enough for us.

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship/Evangelization
Committee Chair

04/04/2010

But

Stewardship
i Willingly i Part |

In remembrance of Me, eat this Bread

In remembrance of Me, drink this wine
In remembrance of Me, pray for the time

any thi fh e cHU0sCowhOWPi1 9P s

0] t o

0

During Lent we increased our. focus on the life of Jesus,
is tBHRHings'afd the Yréat dacrifice He made to atone
Pour' sths. * whit®did Jesus expect of His followers

after His ascension to heaven?

o f
out

When we | ook at the 1lives
t hat they willingly went
resurrection and to bring nonbelievers to Christ. They
did this while putting their lives on the line, and many
died for their fajth. When we learn about the actions of
fen@ Hiécibles,qt eRdhEs clBar that Hfelé s d doubtin® -
their minds that Jesus was the Messiah sent by God.
After all, how many people would be willing to die for
s%meon%who mad not really risen from the dead?
whi c the young ruler posed
The word that describes how the disciples followed
Jesus is Awillingly._0 They
it Sobs G HRIBAL s AR Tples. fo db vihiR e told
them, but to continue on after his ascension and finally

many. willingly gave their lives for the cause as well.
S ayl c; ’gy%

SsH what th&ntafe Ye té do in reMdmbrance of our Lord?

The fijrst verse of the song written by Ragan Courtney
focis8s®dh the bread and wine that Jesus promised
woyld become His body and blood in the Eucharist. We

» recqll that the actual presence of Jesus in the bread and

wine was a belief that S
problems with and left Him. Today surveys indicate there
are some Catholics who do not believe in the real
presence, but most of us do. Why is it important to
partake in the Eucharist? Eating the body and blood of
our Lord.is as close as we can get to Him in this life, Is
% thity'mBré imdorant fhdh Bein dodetdestisY It &
in being close to our Lord that we have the strength to
carry out the ministry He started. Holy Communion is not
only a sacrament, it helps us to remember what we are
to d& wiIIin%Iy if we are to follow JeSL%S.
eeps us away

ome

=

t rom wor -

Are we willing to sacrifice our lives and, if necessary,
die, not only for Jesus, not only for God, but for other
people, even our enemies? This is what Jesus did for us
--willingly.

Theresa Capricci
Stewardship/Evangelization
Committee Chair

04/11/2010
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Stewardship
Willingly (Part 2)

In remembrance of me, heal the sick
In remembrance of me, feed the poor

Stewardship

The Game of Life
(Willingly Part 3)

In late February | received a packet in the mail,

In remembrance of me, open the door '5:‘ (rj |d ; ﬁ 3 s¢€ (IJDIh it IO a dmeely hV\i”at h PtAh eo '
And let your brother in, let him in. (Ragan Courtney) . : S . P ’ )
interesting piece of mail, but never would have guessed
Today there seems to be t wWHalihchAING,AloRGWth sgme dagymentafion. fgre,
ot her s: Christian charityasamw@gthatrgadoci al justice. o
April 4, 2010, article Christian Charity: Social Justice Dear Father Rozman,
and the Good Samaritan, Dr. Mark W. Hendrickson, | wanted to say thank you to the church
adjunct faculty member, economist, and contributing for so long as it was there for me and my
scholar with The Center for Vision & Values at Grove Lamny whdendwe neheded It WPT”’ Rite Aid
City College, illustrates the difference using the story as provided me the opportunity to say
: thanks. Here is a $25,000 winner that the
of The Good Samaritan. .
church can claim and hopefully help others
Dr . Hendrickson writes, i T h ein the futard. Pl&aserkeep up thawork gha v e
what he could to help the wounded man. He first took God bless all of you.
care of him himself, and then, when his own pre- Love, A Friend.
existing commitments necessitated his departure, he | Ioolfe % througnh the reBt of what was Sth 0 me an d .
paid an innkeeper to nurse e an ac ealth, o .
Sure “"enough;,” the WIrAning pi

Jesus uses this parable to illustrate the two forms of
Christian charity, Afirst
and directly to another; second, rendering assistance
indirectly by donating one's own property to those who
have the time and skills to tend to those in need, in lieu
of our own hands-on assi stance. 0
asks us to imagine the st
that the Samaritan, upon spotting the badly wounded
man, also sees a rich man walking by. Let us then
suppose that the Samaritan is a big, powerful man
who intimidates the rich man into handing over enough
money to pay for the
need would still receive the help that he so desperately
needs, but would the Samaritan still touch our heart,
and would he have acted selflessly? Would we re-
member him as a paragon of Christian virtue and char-
ity?o0

Jesus himself never used force, nor did he direct His
followers to use force. Instead our acts are to be done
willingly from our hearts. As Dr. Hendrickson explains
in his version, it he
pseudo-charity by forcing someone else to pay for the
good deed that the Samaritan wants to be performed.
l's it true charity to be
monhey?0

True charity begins with each of us and the money and
time we are personally willing to give to help others.
God has given us what we need to collectively accom-
plish great things in His name. Are we willing to do
S0?

Theresa Capricci, Chair

'if the 5&??5!1 Wo

a
Edndhct Wit

were there reagy for me to claim the p.riz(?. I

officials told me that the prize, according to their rules,
cannot be claimed by an organization. So, after some

discussion, ] sent in the winning pieces under my name,
rja Just Iai}thw'é &(Sei\/e‘aqﬁes Ak of $25,000. | am in

have to be paid on that prize, and what is left over is
being given to the parish.
of Lifeo was intended for

we are in the process of discussing_plans to renovate the

wo u n dg@h sBEAIhAI Ritcherd thaBis whardtife mBhyill fon

This has been one of the most exciting pieces of mail that
I have received in 23 years of priestly ministry. | do not
know who sent this, | donbd
parish could have helped this person and their family in
that they would give us such a wonderful amount in
return, but I am most grateful to that person. Their
kindness to us will go a long way as we look to upgrade
our parish kitchen in order to continue to feed those in

our generous benefactor and his or her family.

In OéJrnrecent u c%ate for o[urhStevgatrdﬁth program, -we
heard "a ol of fow God blésses us, and what r&fnowe
can make to our loving and generous God. Our parish
family, with so many kind people giving to our Good
Samaritan Fund in the monthly yellow envelope, has
been able to assist those in need. And look at the return
that God has given us! May God be praised and thanked
always, and may we, the parish family of Saint Patrick
Cat hedr al , continue to

Stewardship/Evangelism Committee many ways.
P.S. Next week 1 Willingly (part 3). What would you Father Thomas Rozman
do if you won $25,000°7? Donét miss this true story.
04/18/2010 04/25/2010 & 05/02/2010
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Stewardship

Have You Talked
to Your Mother Today?

When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom
he loved standing near, he said to his mother,
"Woman, behold, your son!" Then he said to the dis-
ciple, "Behold, your mother!" And from that hour the
disciple took her to his own home.

Gospel of John 19:26 -27

| n hi s 1987 encyclical,
John Paul 1l addresses these verses and writes
frhis is true not only of John, who at that hour stood
at the foot of the Cross together with the Mother (of
Jesus), but it is also true of every disciple of Christ,
of every Christand6 ( 45. 3) . Not
the writings of Pope John Paul I, but this has been
believed throughout the history of the Church. Sev-
eral popes and theologians have written that in
these verses, John is symbolic of all humanity.
Therefore from the Cross, Jesus gave His Mother to
every human person for all time. Note that Jesus is
telling us that Mary is o u r Mot her ;
some point she became or will become our mother.

As Catholics we honor and love Mary and ask for
her intercession and help. One important role Mary
has in our lives is to lead us closer to God. When
Mary and Jesus were at the Wedding at Cana, the
hosts ran out of wine.
sayso about Jesusd help
tive from Maryd to do as Jesus has taught uso
applies to all of us.

Today is Motheroés Day.
our mothers still with us on earth. We may not have
even known our earthly mother. But we all have a
Mother in Heaven who cares very much about us.
We may be grown as humans, but spiritu-
ally we remain children, for from Jesus
we learn that it is as children that we can
inherit the kingdom.

Thi s Mot her 6s Day
check in with your Mother in heaven. You
may want to pray the Rosary, or another
speci al prayer, or
ter how you do it,

Theresa Capricci, Chair
Stewardship/Evangelism Committee

05/09/2010

onl

Mgh[e )Boses I\ﬂaﬁ/ Helphoé Mother% at I;Fltqsggnng,aI\‘I;Y
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Stewardship
The Saints are Listening

O Little Therese of the Child Jesus,
Please pick a rose for me
From the heavenly gardens
And send it to me
As a message of Love.
(from a Novena to St. Therese of Lisieux)

This is part of a novena | prayed to St. Therese shortly
after | had started studying Catholicism, My only request

as, for Sf. rese {o.cqQnnegt, Wi ang hel
\Llliﬁnﬁaé)edrés'ﬁqsiat{engdII It%n eq\/lélt[: |£n§ t 38 P 81ﬁ?-)l—fee (.
Send me your fl owers, 0 I pr e
The next day | had to run an errand at a local store. As |
pulled into a parklng space, on the front of the car facing
e GW0asWe 1§ Bdn §diT 5 dthe with 7
on it. | had no recollection of ever seeing such a license

plate, and it was a bit eerie.

The following day | received a card in the mail and the
front of the card was a photograph of roses. Opening
the card, | found it was from the Little Flower Manor (a

i tsldlled noreing fatility ain Wilkes-Barre), which was

celebrating an anniversary. Why would | be on their
mailing list? Now things were really getting interesting.

Then at home on the third evening, my husband came to
me with a small piece of paper that had taped to it a rose
pet al and typeBlessed bytOrdadypadt t o

014 1979.0 o RIS S g
he jUSt found |t in h|s dresser and thought I should have
it. Since | had told no one, including him, about my
prayer, | was amazed. Three days and | had received
Wes in three ver\t/)different ways.
€ may rmay have
Wh a't I |l earned: 1. God doesn
expected way. 2. We dondt nect
best. We can have an impact through the little things we

do. 3. The saints are listening to us.

not

This brief prayer by St. Therese is so
appropr i atJesust loelh anye: to
simplify my life by learning what you want
me €olbeei cand hex@nihg thyt @aison.t ®©

k . | t dThesesarCépricci,igbair -
| Sﬁewaydghip/EvanqejismrC@mm_ittee

ust

t a
ust i c

I
al
(On May 17, 1925, Marie-Francoise-Therese Martin
(Sister Therese) was canonized a Saint.)

05/16/2010
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Stewardship

What Fuel is Running
Your Life?

My husband and 1 just returned from vacation in
Dunedin, Florida. We took our small fishing boat
with us, but right away we had a problem with the
boatds motor cutting out
ran better when using gas without ethanol for the
fuel.

This Sunday we <celebrat
just me, but it seems that when it comes to the Trin-
ity the Holy Spirit somehow has become the lesser
person. However, nothing can be further from the
trut h. The Holy Spirit
time at Pentecostd we find the Spirit early on in the
Bible in Gen. 1:2 And the earth was without form,
and void; and darkness was upon the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters.So we | earn early
moving and active thingd not stagnant.

Just as Jesus promised his Apostles that when he
was no longer with them, he would send the Spirit to
provide the power and gifts they would need to con-
tinue His ministry, we, too, have received the power
and gifts from the Holy Spirit to fulfill the mission of
His Church today.

Now herebs the
of the Spirit working through us that gives us suc-
cess. How often do we hesitate to get involved be-
cause we question our a
up to us, but it is the Spirit that provides the power
and works through us. The Spirit gives us the ability
to do what is needed to fulfill our potential and to be
the Church God intends for us to be. Sadly, over the
years our confidence in the Spirit has been lost and
today we would do well to learn from the acts of the
early Christians how to rely on it.

What is keeping us from this? Perhaps we look for
satisfaction and happiness from the many things the
world tells us we need. But in reality these things
just clog up our lives and keep out the real fuel we
need to live as God wants us to live. The Holy Spirit
works best when it is not clogged up by earthly pri-
orities. What 6s in the

Theresa Capricci, Chair
Stewardship/Evangelism Committee

05/23/2010

oflahgs

Stewardship
Most Holy Trinity

This weekend we celebrate the Most Holy Trinity,
which is the central mystery of the Christian faith and

i fe. We are baptized din
of the Son and of the Holy
indicating our belief of one God in three persons.
-Also, WM#emédrihl N Bay | Weekbrl U da tiikie® ofmo t
remembrance for those who
service. We owe much to the men and women who

sacrificed their lives because of their love of God and
enatBf Nt ecost Maybe itos

When the pilgrims first came to this country, they did
so because of the persecution they were under by the
d ptafencBugch gf igngland. g hegosinglers of ogricountry e
knew firsthand the result when a denomination
becomes the state religion. They did not have a
concern of faith impacting the state, but rather the
state hurting religion. That is why the constitution
thHCe N g eisrsi tsoh ajlsl amak
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof. o (The

statedo phrase is not in th

We also find that our forefathers are at times credited
with atheism or deism, which is not correct. Over
90 % wer e Christians. I
Washingtondés Sacred Fire
Amazon, we learn that he had a passion to bring
raise and glory to God. How appropriate that there

n
0

’

m-atsstthe 'pawqarorgré agible \Bréek tall along the stairs up the

Washington Monument.

b iTadaytwg are seag gowemnmentaofficials wwho jwand s
to come into the churches
money. Where are Godds
Sadl vy, [ have had peopl e
give that much to the church since the government
does Acharitabledo work wit
the fAcharityo Jesus taught
responsibility to give from our first fruits? Today not
even half of our citizens attend church, let alone give
their time or talent. We seem to be trying to function
as a soci ety whi ch can
morality.

t

Where are the Catholics who started hospitals, who
started schools, who cared for the poor and so much
more? We live in a great countI[Iy. Is it God or_man
fV\}ﬁoenl}akegus%r at?t S rumnibng o your
Theresa Capricci, Chair

Stewardship/Evangelism Committee

05/30/2010
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Stewardship Stewardship
Tell Your Story! Some Have Never Heard!

During this past Lenten season, a member of the
parish shared with me his evangelism efforts to help

screeching sound of a Boeing 767 flying 960 miles others in Harrisburg learn about the Catholic faith. He

an hour coming straight at him. Stan shouts &! so told me that some Cat
ALordlcantdotohimsy olie adiewos®¥ @iy o He Weptgon to give me copies of

desk on the eighty-first floor of the South Tower of publications that he personally buxs and distributes to

the World Trade Center. Miraculously he survived t Nese folks. 1T to6s always gr
and the Bible on his desk remained unharmed. ©n fire forour Lord!

When relaying Stanots @€eperience in the book i

Survivors Club, & aut hor Ben She FQyyngver ‘?%SLO'E we afe gt always the best at
Stands face is beaming asShagg oy jajih wth otgers; I%Tloﬁetveé*rth'st B & at
tack he called out to God for help and who does he dlrec_tlve from Jesus Christ. One of the smal_l booklets

see coming for him but a man, who worked three t N1 S gentl eman The Latelic @urchwa s

floors above him, and a fire warden. Stan sums itup @S the Answero by Paul Whit comb.

this way, Al called, He hP8Y Pogklerhe houghtat The ¢athplic 3hgpd sPay

Whitcomb is a former Protestant minister who came to
In his book, Sherwood goes on to tell his readers the Catholic Chur_ch after an intensive comparison of
that statistics indicat eNexprpyres !EISWﬁGB’[bO%tOF?&QIOEQIPdJ?Ch
regularly live around seven years longer than peo- KNow and explain our faith to others. It was ten years
ple who dondt.o In his id399!WBsmont fatlwasg reading nothing ot bgoksy g
Koenig, a pioneer in the field of faith and health, he © 1N Catholicism. I thought n
l earns that fdlonger |ife Waﬂ@’peda'rdsnptto PeMeRRe et £{ &a M
the extent to which your faith is integrated into your Whi1tcombo6s motivation to  wr
daily decisions and acti dFestagts reajg\z% as hid thag we weregjust exposedy, | j
we are charged with sharing our faith with others. t © & small piece of the fhon
We do this through how we live and by telling others ¢ hurcho that we referenced
how God has made a difference in our lives. said each Sunday.

On September 11, 2001, Stan Praimnath is looking
out his office window and sees and hears the

| doubt that Stan will ever grow tired of telling how ! Pray that we can find the funds we need to get
God came to his aid that morning. When I read materials to share with visitors, | pray that we can find

Stands story, | imagined Cahelicgtaiginodrefiprseand | pray thatwe find tha,
people over the last eight plus years, and it brought falth in God to trust that the Holy Spirit will be with us
to mind a favorite hymn MOYyefriS,eq as a young girl,

Love to Tell the Story. o ltés an, ol d %603£e|_song W |
ten by Arabella Katheri néa_stqvgeﬁk%wyedpqgve&sg ogn @ favorife, hymry s
the first verse: This week | share another verse:
| love to tell the story of unseen things above. | Tove to tell the story;
Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. What seems, each time | tell it, more wonderfully
| love to tell the story, S ‘ét'c?use I kn%w 6tis true:;
| love to tell the story, for some have never heard

It satisfies my longings as nothing else could do. _
The message of salvation f

We may not have the take-your-breath-away experi- Word.

ence that Stan had, but we all have experienced
Godbdébs presence in our I
share that with others.

(Arabella Katherine Hankey)

i ves. Let 6s ,..naot hesld tate to
' Cah you explain” your falﬁw to otherse? Some have

never heard!
Theresa Capricci, Chair

Stewardship/Evangelism Committee Theresa Capricci, Chair

Stewardship/Evangelism Committee

06/06/2010 06/13/2010
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Stewardship

Are you Seeking It
or Seeking Him?

Every so often, t he
Ball prize reaches an amount that entices more
folks than usual to play. Everyone in my office chips
in to buy some tickets. Talk of what we would do
(other than quit) if we win big usually starts to get
you thinkingé

But will winning the money fulfil our golden
dreams? If we check in with some of the former lot-
tery winners, we find
great as it seems. One person who won over $16
million in the Pennsylvania Lottery is now living on
Social Security, and his brother was arrested for hir-
ing a hit man to kill him so he could inherit the win-
nings.

A few years ago, Michelle Bauman, the valedicto-
rian at Bishop Machebeuf High School in Denver,

Col orado, told her
and fquiIIment can only
will .o She told them

the keys to success, but could share the keys to
happi ness. nHapplness
cess, 0 s he of fered.

when we are following God's call to live holy I|ves
and being the people that God created us to
be. That is the only source of real happiness and

Pennsyam

Stewardship

Now | tds Your Tur

During the last three weeks | have featured verses
ahhel hypawe  0gs Tedhlghlt he
Iea ned as a young glr The words for the hymn were
written by Katherine Hankey. who was born in 1834 to
a prosperous family in London. Her parents were
devout Anglicans and held Bible study in their home.
Katherine organized and taught Sunday school, and
she worked as a nurse on missions in Africa. Then in

her early 30s she became bedridden with a serious
illness. During this time she wrote a long poem (100

t hvarbes) Weghhmirig With theS $tobyt of @rf oA Yard @ s
ending with the coming of the Holy Spirit. It is from
these verses that s Heovewo ot €
Tell the Story. 0 (Katherine recove
and lived to age 77.)
This Sundaydés readings incl

importance of Iiving our faith: EIisha who leaves his

Sitio I| ea

class 'Pj z&tla?n%1 to Iegv% tthe Betrjy I‘Pi h% @eghp(huﬂw%i Sd 5
f
sh ?ells ﬁléjdfs% $es tﬂa?tﬁe Kih (??r{tlls ?htlalwifrl:it:l%/ arl: hem

. they must be pre are&d o suffer é‘a the way, suffenn
' does'n dan atte [é éh wee 8r %}/I 3;
throWg'h long Hoil gr to theend 'of Mdss }/

Living the faith and bringing the story of Jesus to
others is to be our priority, and at our baptism we are

fulfillment in Iife.o given the Holy Spirit to help us do this. When Jesus
Dondt we often tie happ,nagcgrgiedltod%eaé(e@mqs@e,s:isagegtougwa}s NPW It d e n
ing job, etc.)? l 6m pr e waldandtell mystory.n at fif ol |l owi ng Go
wi | | for our |l i veso is n,o e T 1 i t
brings happiness. Doesnéoicedeéofﬁa%gaveﬁ?%ge%yngpsGgﬁdng’
who created us and | oves us the fHnhow
too for true happiness? That Miove totelitheatdrnye di ct or i an

has shared something that can take people years to

for those who know it best

| earnéfoll owing Godoés pl an f or seemhungéringvaad thirgingmor e won -
derful than the Agol do we dr eam talearitlike the rest.
Kat herine Hankeyds song dl LO\AEiyxg?ﬁe'ﬂfxgﬂg\?vosfﬁoWe Storyo
brings forth this pointe ‘will be the old, old story

I love to tell the story; more wonderful it seems that | have loved so long.

Than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams. . )

| love to tell the story:; it did so much for me; ' f youdd like to take your

here at the Cathedral, visit the website

And that is just the reason | tell it now to thee.

St. Paul tells us to win the race that God sets before

us . l snét that the only
Theresa Capricci, Chair
Stewardship/Evangelism Committee

06/20/2010

(www.stpatrickcathedral.com) or contact the office to
learn about opportunities.

Awino that counts? o )
Theresa Capricci, Chair
Stewardship/Evangelism Committee

06/27/2010
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Stewardship
Tick Tock Tick Tock

Several years ago | was a project manager and
worked closely with the sales force. If you have
ever worked in sales, you may have found, as | did,
that sales people are usually very vocal if they be-
lieve anything is impeding a sale. One day a mem-
ber of the sales team called me because he was
upset about a situation. | listened to his side of the
issue. and then tried to address what the other

sidebs reasoning coul
jump onto his side, he
fairest person | Kknow. C

to me since | was taught to be as fair as possible in
how | treat others.

While we can try to be fair, life is not always fair
when it comes to looks, talents, wealth, etc. How-
ever, there is one thing that God gives each of us
the same amount of and that is the time we have
each day. Yes, we all get 24 hours a dayd no
more, no less. Then the rest is up to us. We have
the freedom to choose what we will do in those 24
hours. We cannot accumulate this time either. Time
is a resource that we are responsible for to God.
Today different things may be behind our busy lives.
Sometimes being busy is equated with being impor-
tant . It is necessary to
make sure we are not putting things that are impor-
tant to man ahead of the priorities God has for our
lives.

We can fill our time up very easily, so we need to
have the right priorities. If we find we lack the time
to attend Mass, or time to help in one of our minis-
tries, or time to pray each day, we need to stop and
figure out what is keeping us from doing that. Imag-
ine if every member of our parish contributed time to
the volunteer activities here at St. Patrick!

What

The question we need to ask ourselves is:
my

does schedul e
Theresa Capricci, Chair
Stewardship/Evangelism
Committee

07/04/2010
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Stewardship
Are You Going

St. Thomas More was Lord Chancellor of England in the 6th
Century and is one of history's most admired figures. He
was an outstanding lawyer, judge, author and diplomat and
rose to the highest office in England, next to the King. Even
though he had risen in this world, Thomas More chose death
rather than betray his conscience. Moments before he was
beheaded for his faith, he humbly described himself as "the
King's good servant, but God's first."

As a convert, | learned the importance of having a correctly

sa{ys "gopsciepce i%a]
the uman persomrec(ﬂt;mzes

ﬁet@actta e

Godos

dn

pg-rfbn‘n Ss |nWtﬁ"eSproc€ss 8 pefidinting, © rohHépalnedee nt

completed. In all he says and does, man is obliged to follow
faithfully what he knows to be just and right." (No. 1778).

Our conscience makes a judgment about the good and evil
of different choices in a specific situation. This is a common
point of misunderstanding. Many who reject Church teaching
will say, "I'm just following my conscience." What they
usually mean is that they're looking to their conscience as
the source of moral principles, which is incorrect. Such
thinking means that we do not have a correctly formed
conscience. It is our responsibility to form our conscience.

What causes us to have an incorrectly formed conscience?

e Lack of care in forming our conscience or our
powers of reason

e Misunderstanding conscience .
e Balméb@-ctau@ed b9 r‘éd'eatedqadeha%iﬁﬁarl]sﬁ $SO

e Following the bad example of others

How can we develop a correctly formed conscience?

e Become informed about the teachings of Christ
and our church. (Recommended are the New
Testament and the Catechism of the Church.)

e A faithful and honest prayer life is an excellent
help to us when it comes to discerning right
from wrong and seeking the strength to do the
right thing.

e Belonging to a small faith sharing community
whose members seek to be faithful to Christ
and his church.

i ndi oNVaen we havé Gpd ascarproriyi we peicome fecused on

what is good, just and right. We see the wrong in not
obeying him. When we take God seriously, follow his
teachings and spiritual principles and are concerned only
wi t h Hi s approval and not -
balanced, emotionally adjusted, spiritually healthy people.

Going Godbés way?

Theresa Capricci, Chair
Stewardship/Evangelism Committee

07/11/2010
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Stewardship

The Bells Are Back;
The Real Presence Never Left

To younger Catholics or converts, the ringing of the
Sanctus bells is something new at Mass. However,
Sanctus bells have been rung as part of the Mass for
over 800 years.

Bells were first used to call monks to worship and later to
call people to the Mass. In the 13" century, outdoor tower
bells started to be rung as Sanctus bells during Mass and
are still used today in many historic churches. The first
reason for ringing the bells is to create a joyful noise to
the Lord. Secondly, the tower bells called attention to
those inside and outside that a miracle was taking place
on the altar.

The bells are rung at three points:

1. Prior to the consecration at the epiclesis where the
priestly celebrant prays to the Holy Spirit to change the
gifts of bread and wine into the Body, Blood, Soul and
Divinity of Jesus Christ.

2. As the priest elevates and presents the Body of
Christ.

3. As the celebrant elevates and presents the chalice
filled with the Precious Blood.

In the New Testament, Jesus teaches his followers that
His Body and Blood will truly be present in the Eucharist.
Some followers left Him because they could not accept
that belief. Unfortunately, today we have too large a
number of Catholics who no longer believe in the real
presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. This makes it
even more important that we have the ringing of the
Sanctus Bells to bring focus to the miracle that takes
place on the altar.

| encourage everyone to pray for the Holy Spirit to grant
nonbelievers the Faith to believe in our Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament and to receive Him at Mass. If you
are nonbeliever, remember Jesus is patiently waiting for
you. He loves you and wants you to come home.

Theresa Capricci, Chair
Stewardship/Evangelism Committee

—

07/18/2010

Stewardship

What Does the Lord
Require of You?

You have been told, O man, what is good
and what the Lord requires of you:
Only to do the right and to love goodness,
and to walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8

When Micah was giving this directive to the people, they
had experienced forty years of prosperity, but their life and
country were beginning to fall apart. When all is going well,
it can be easy to forget God and make other things more
i mportant than oneds faith.
our country is in a similar spot after many years of
prosperity. And is it just me, or have a lot of folks in this
country put their faith on the back burner and filled their
l'ives with so many Athingsbo
God?

However, God does not waiver in what he has told His
people. It always has been, is, and will be important to
know what the Lord requires of us. While society may have
chosen to ignore these requirements, God has never
retracted them as being very important to Him.

What does the Lord require of you? Do what is right.

Ask yoursel f: Il s what I 6 m
concerned? If | was any one of the persons involved, would
| believe the action taken was as fair as possible?

What does the Lord require of you? Love goodness.

A current television commercial illustrates what happens
when one person sees someone do something good. They
in turn take action when they see the opportunity to help
another person and it continues full circle. If we are
constantly searching for a way to do good things, how
much better would the world be?

What does the Lord require of you? Walk humbly with
your God.

I'téds i mportant to | earn
have comes from God. The difference between what we
can do by ourselves and what we can accomplish with the
power of the Holy Spirit is amazing. The two points here
are walk humbly and always walk with God.

| encourage you to cut this verse out, memorize it, keep
these words with you and most importantly live these
words.

Theresa Capricci, Chair
Stewardship/Evangelism Committee

07/25/2010
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Stewardship

Are You in the Book of Acts?

AWhich is easier,
to say, ORise and
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive

t o

Stewardship
After You Say | Believe

s ay [Each week at Massnwe say tbe NiaenegGreed.n , 6
Wa l k 6 ? When wetpitaythe Rosaty wenbegin kyrsaying theh a t

Apostles Creed. Expressing these statements of

sidhe then said to the pgurfaithyid importanfl But Svhat wed doc hext Usp

your stretcher, and-6yo0 hompgeinfporfatat t hew 9:5

AActions speak |l ouder than wordso_, is_ a phrase we
What we Adoo is critical

hear when someone wants to stress the point that
what we do leaves more of an impression than what
we say. In this scripture from St. Matthew, Jesus did
back up His words with action when he healed the
paralyzed man.

Many of us know the ten commandments, our
favorite Bible verses, the liturgy and creeds. The
guestion is, if those are our beliefs, do they show in
our actions? When Jesus healed the paralytic, he
healed the manés spirit
needed both spiritual and physical health. While the
manbs spiritual state
followed that action with his ministry of healing the
manodés paralysis.

Focusing on spiritual ministry is important, but we
cannot lose sight that each of us has a responsibility
to personally minister to the needs of others. God
has given each one of us gifts that enable us to do
this. Just imagine if all the words spoken at Mass
would be followed through with actions the following
Monday through Friday.

Here at the Cathedral Parish of Saint Patrick, we
have many opportunities to put our beliefs into
action. We now have a
Director, Keven Cable. Keven will be coordinating
the needs of our programs with the abilities of parish
members. Watch for more information from Keven.
We have over 800 families registered in our parish.
With a number like that, God has certainly provided
the people and skills needed for our parish to
succeed. The key to this is that each one of us
must make service a priority.

Therebs a reason the
call ed t he Act s of
Ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit, His
followers went into action. This book makes clear
Godbés intentions for
we are that body. In a way each generation of
believers makes a sequel. Will you have a role?

Theresa Capricci, Chair
Stewardship/Evangelism Committee
08/01/2010

w a for thdbse snuneail. Wieihave volurdeens wieorsarye

story of
thel tAQSseRsyY.

Hi s

The Catholic Church as well as the many
protestant denominations have experienced
fewer clergy, so the days
can do ito are gone. Mo r
the parish must become active.

Here at St . Patrickos
outstanding service in our parish. We have

we

yoluateepsonng are, respangikle: fort the eSatyiday

morning breakfasts and Sunday evening dinners
He
at Mass as Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Altar
Servers, Cantors, Greeters, Ushers and more.
We have members who service as RCIA
sponsors. We have volunteers who serve on the
Pastoral Council, Finance Committee, Building
and Grounds Committee, Stewardship &
Evangelism Committee, and Respect Life
Committee. We have individuals who share their
faith one-on-one with others.

We have members who visit in the hospitals,
velyrgeer,in, the Par ishy office  at t@qﬁhgu?g Light
Thrift Shop and in many other ways. Volunteers
direct the educational programs for children and
adults. We have volunteers who work with
engaged couples in preparation for marriage,
and last but not least the volunteers of the
Knights of Columbus.

Thank you to all the volunteers at our parish!

the early Church is
t af saAry desudeoed.

What do you do after you say | believe?

body, t he Chur ch. Today,
Theresa Capricci, Chair
Stewardship/Evangelism Committee
08/08/2010
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Stewardship
The Gift of Time

My name is Keven Cable, and | have been a
parishioner of the Cathedral since 2001. | would
like to thank Theresa Capricci for mentioning me
two weeks ago as well as allowing me the
opportunity to take a moment in the weekly
stewardship column to tell you a little about the
Aivolunteero Volunteer

to think of it, as a recruiter of volunteers.

This idea came about as my three-year-term on
Cat hedr al Pari shdéds past
a close. After serving for three years with a
committee of various people from all walks of life,
experiences and talents, on top of meeting many
of you at Mass or outside of Massd perhaps
crossing paths at your work places, running into
you at local restaurants or coffee shopsd |
realized there is a lot of untapped talents in our
parish!  Often we are not aware of all the
committees at the Cathedral and what these
committees or ministries do!

A few years ago we were asked at the end of
Mass to consider signing up for certain
committees or ministries. | took advantage of this
and found it helpful personally in knowing about
all the different ways that | could use my interests,
talents, gifts or training. By fall, | hope to do
something very similar
Sunday. o I have some f
you to stay-tuned for future details as well as to
think about ways you too might be involved at the
Cathedral.

As | move into the role of recruiting volunteers,
know that you can contact me to discuss ways
that you might be involved or to ask questions
about different committees or ministries. Perhaps
you can start, as | have, by looking at the
Cat hedr al website and
look forward to working with all of you as we all
continue to keep this thriving parish moving
forward in its dedication to serve others.

Cc

-Keven Cable,
Vol unt eer
Contact info:
kapcable@hotmail.com or
home phone: 717-230-8144

fivol unt eer o

08/15/2010 & 08/22/2010

D iSyndays,of,the monih to free up the

Stewardship
Thanks!

First, | want to thank Jackie and Barry Ryan for
providing meals every Sunday night for the last 8
years to those in Harrisburg who are in need of a hot
meal!! Now that the Ryan family has grown and is
spreading out across the country, they could use
some weekends to spend time with family. Recently, |
requested you all to consider taking two different
gl am ;

humbled by the’responses | have receiv@cﬁ ’&/(Ia n‘%w Lk
have primary cooks/meal preparers for the second
and fourth Sunday evening meals.

OTﬁaﬁkl youCtootHerc\/vinol COH%&G% mg é’n&n\}veﬂe g‘:O to

enthusiastic about being willing to help out in this way!
Those of you who contacted me also thought of
friends or family who could assist too. Thank you. |
would encourage the rest of you who may have
thought about volunteering to contact me or stop in
some Sunday evening and check out the meal
program, perhaps offer to assist in handing out
dinners to those who attend. | do know that volunteers
can always be used to help out in this way.

Finally, you may not feel directed at this time to be
part of a particular minist
There are very small but very important ways that you
can still be used. Ushers and greeters at each Mass
are always in need of at least two people to bring the
Agi ftsdo up to the Priest.
you as a minor volunteer role, you represent all of us
B s i Bia Ve Tt
a@o neFecPe(? tg akeC{JpEiri cotlle@tiinsduriﬁgﬁ!\)?gss. sk
just heard that an usher had to ask seven people
before someone agreed to bring the gifts up to the
Priest during Mass. | thought to myself, what if no one
had agreed to take up the gifts?

Keven Cable,

Afvolunteero Volunteer Direc:
Contact info:

kapcable@hotmail.com or

thomecpkione T 7-28081441 Mi n i 0.

Director

08/29/2010
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Stewardship

As for Me and My Household,
We Will Serve

A movie star puts his faith on display as he makes a
movie about the Passion of Christd even insisting his
hands be filmed driving the nails into Jesus. A movie so
moving no one talked as they left the theatre.

A bestselling author stops writing her vampire novels in
order to write only for God resulting in two novels about
the life of Christ as well as her own return to the Catholic
Church from atheism. Her website becomes filled with
comments from readers who were inspired to return to
the Catholic faith.

Today we find that same movie star, divorced, having a
child with his qgirlfriend and tapes of his rants are
released. And recently the author of those best selling
books that brought people back to their faith has
announced she is leaving Christianity/the Church
because it shouldndédt be ag

What happened? | believe these stories reflect the
success of the devil in convincing these two people to
turn away from God. That is his goal, and he devotes 24
hours a day to it. Maybe they forgot that the devil does
not come as the devil, but has a personalized plan to take
us away from God before we know what has happened.

The writings of the saints address spiritual warfare. We
can win this battle in our own lives by staying close to
Christ. It is important to remain strong in our faith by
reading or listening to the Bible; by not letting something
become more important than attending Mass on the
Sabbath and following the rest of the commandments
and teachings from God.
ourselves with the Lord. If we make God the priority in
our lives, there should not be room for the devil.

A recent news story told how youth sports teams are now
playing on Sunday mornings. Obviously this works
because enough people are willing to ignore the Sabbath.
| remember a time that this would have never worked. As
a child we dressed up to go to church because we were
entering the house of the Lord and what is more
important than that. But today too many people turn away
from His church because they believe something is more
important than God.

his the
t he

tol d
serve

Joshua
we wi ||

peopl e
Lord. o

Decide today whom you will serve.
Theresa Capricci
Stewardship/Evangelism

Committee Chair

09/05/2010

ai

Stewardship
Miracles in Our Midst

This is the last Stewardship column | will write for our
parish. My husband, Sam, has accepted a new position in
Clearwater, Florida, and we will be moving this week. We
have lived in the Harrisburg area all of our lives and will
miss our friends and family members who live here. At the
same time it is a great position/opportunity for Sam.
Interestingly, we discovered that Catholic Health East is
one of the three organizations that comprise BayCare
Health System, where he will work. Two of the nine
hospitals in the System are St. Anthony's and St. Joseph's
and their original sponsors were the Franciscan Sisters of
Allegany.

| have started to search the internet for Catholic parishes in
the area. Below is the message | found on the home page
of Resurrection Catholic Church:

Jesus, the Resurrection Family and | invite you to come,
see and experience the wonderful things that are
happening at our Church. At Resurrection Catholic
Church, God will come to you in a special way. You will
feel great joy and excitement, perhaps more than you
have ever felt before.

God is real, awesome and exciting at Resurrection
Catholic Church. He is performing miracles right in our
midst. Come and experience for yourselves how real
and wonderful God is for you and us. We are in great
need of people who love God like you. So if you are
new to the area and do not already have a church, you
are most welcome to share your love for God with us
here.

I am looking forward to welcoming you on Sunday when
Christ prays and praises the Father for all of us at
Mass. If you should need us, please call the Church
Office 677-2175. We are happy to help you for you are
the greatest!! We love you!

Rev. Msgr. Antonio P. Diez, Pastor

When | read this, | could feel their excitement and thought
these are people who know and love the Lord. This reflects
the kind of enthusiasm all of us must all have when we
invite someone to our Church. Jesus disciples witnessed
many miracles and performed them as well. Today, we
continue to experience the miracles in our own lives as well
as every Sunday in the Eucharist. Just as the disciples

continued Jesus6 ministry,
ur Lord.
%As for me and my househol d,

Ten years ago it was here at the Cathedral that Sam and |
made the decision to revert/convert to Catholicism. We will
never forget you. You will always be in our thoughts and
prayers, and we ask that you pray for us on this journey.

I n Chri
Theresa Capricci

09/12/2010
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APPENDIX A - IDENTIFY YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Awhat does God want me to do with my I|Iife?0 Mi I 1 i on
centuries. It is important to understand your spiritual gifts as the basic building blocks for the ministries that
God has for you during your lifetime.

Saint Paul introduced the topic of spiritual gifts in his letters to Corinth, Rome and Ephesus. Saint Peter also
mentions the gifts in his letter when he writes: As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as
good stewards of God's varied grace. (1 Peter 4:10)

The goal of the questions below is to make you more aware of God working in your life. To really discern your
spiritual gifts, you need to spend time thinking about, praying over and using the gifts. God has given us won-
der f ul passions and abilities. l sndébt it worth some
Him?

ADMINISTRATION
(Luke 14:28-30, Acts 6:1-7, Romans 12:8, 1 Corinthians 12:28)
___ I have volunteered to organize tasks in order to reach a goal
___ I have been asked to lead a project
___Inchurch | feel needed to coordinate people, ideas, and resources to reach a goal

The gift of Administration is to govern, pilot, direct or steer. A person with this gift is a good strategic thinker, or-
ganized, has supervisory skills and manages people and projects well. When directions are established by lead-
ership, this person can help accomplish the job efficiently. A person with this gift can help start and administer
events, organize meetings, help with finances and office administration.

DISCERNMENT
(Matt 7:6, Acts 5:1-11; 8:22-23, 1Cor 12:10, 2 Peter 2:1-3)
___ | feel God has enabled me to discern between good and evil
___ People ask me questions about the Catholic faith
__ | feel God helps me shed light on whether something is right or wrong

Discernment means to be able to distinguish between right and wrong, good and evil. It is having a logical, judi-

ci al ability to think through issues. There is an abilit)

Good Bible/faith training is key. This gift could be used in helping settle disputes, counseling, intercessory

prayer, spiritual direction.

ENCOURAGEMENT
(Romans 12:8, Hebrews 3:12-13)

___ I have urged people to live for Christ
o I feel [ have comforted people by sharing Godods
__ | feelitis important to challenge people to live the life that God wants them to

The biblical meaning of Encouragement is to call someone near to console, comfort, exhort, implore with them
(Romans 12:8). Although the goal of this gift is to comfort, motivate and give reason for hope, there is the ele-
ment of exhortation pointing to the futue. The goal is to encourage believers to be what God wants them to be.
This gift can be used in making people feel welcome and a part of the parish. This gift is good for ministering to
single parents, those who are sick or face senior-related problems. This gift can be used in small group interac-
tion, counseling, or home visitation.

FAITH
(Matt 17:19-21, Mark 9:23, Acts 11:22-24, Romans 4:18-21, 1 Corinth 19:9, Heb 11)
___ I have stepped out in faith/trusted God and went for it
___ People ask me to pray to God for mighty things
| feel God leading me to pray about serious issues

Faith means persuasion, credence or moral conviction. Itis an assurance and belief. The author of Hebrews

wrote, Afaith is being sure of what we hope for and cert
prompting from God to trust Him, to continue even when t|
persuadedo that God has the ability to answer prayer and
prayer group, be on the missions committee, be part of t
cific needs.

Appendix A - Page 1 of 4



GIVING
(1 Kings 17:8-16, Mark 12:41-44, Luke 8:1-3; Acts 4:32-37, Romans 12:8)
__ I'have given to a faith/charitable cause
___ | feel God has enabled me to share my resources
___ | feel God leading me to give to different needs in the church
In Romans 12:8, we learn we are to contribute generously to the needs of others. As a spiritual gift, Giving is more

than just casually giving something to someone. It implies the giving of yourself with the gift. It can include giving of
your time, abilities, knowledge, love and resources to the cause of Christ. When a person with this gift sees certain

needs, Godds spirit nudges them in a way they feel compel
Godds grace and mercy. A person with the gift of giving
HEALING
(Luke 5:17; 6:19; 9:2, 11, 42, Acts 3:1-10; 5:12-16, 1 Corinthians 12:9, 28, 1 Peter 2:24)
_ I trust God to bring wholeness to peopleds | ives
__ People ask me to pray for them during an iliness
I feel God |l eading me to |isten to peoplebs deep

The gift of Healing is similar to faith. When a person with this gift hears of certain situations that need healing

whether physical, emotional or spiritual, God seems to lead them to step out and affirm God through believing Him

for healing. God gives them assurance in His ability and desire to work in the situation. There is a deep understand-

ing that they do not have a personal power to heal anyone, but that they have been given a great conviction to pray

for healing and to believe in Godbés power. This gift col
could be part of a needs-based evangelism program. A person with this gift could be on the prayer team.

HELPS
(Psalm 21:1, Mark 15:41, Luke 8:2-3, Acts 9:36, Romans 16:1-2, 1 Corinthians 12:28)
__ I have helped behind the scenes for projects, committees, etc.
__ I have been asked to help someone in need
___ | feel God leading me to give people assistance

The gift of Helps is different than just passively helpi
volvement that goes deeper than just serving someone. There are three parts to helps. 1. Helping, bringing relief,
giving assistance; 2. The concept of Ataking hold of som
is support. 3. To exchange. There is an exchange between you and the person being helped. You see the needy

as a giver not just a receiver. You get a blessing too. The gift of helps often becomes a way that new people get

involved in the church. A person with this gift can be part of a mentoring program. Visitation of and ministry to the

sick, el derl vy, single parents, underprivileged youth and

TEACHING
(Acts 13:1; 18:24-28; 20:20-21; 1 Cor 12:28; Ephes 4:11; 1 Tim 2:7, James 3:11)
___ I have assisted people to learn about their faith and the Bible
__ | feel God leading me to teach where | am needed
___ | feel called to help with Catholic education

Teaching means to communicate the truths of the scriptures and our faith so that those who hear it put it into prac-
tice. In a person with this gift there is real excitement in sharing their faith with other people. They enjoy seeing peo-
ple come alive when they get understanding. A person with the gift of teaching could lead small group Bible studies,
children6s church program; disciple new converts.

LEADERSHIP
(Luke 10:16, Acts 7:10, Romans 12:8, 1 Tim 3:4; 5:17, Titus 3:8, 14, Heb 13:17)
___ I have helped make important decisions
___ I have been asked by others to explain a Bible passage or Catholic doctrine
___ | feel God leading me to lead/help lead a ministry

Leadership means to rule, preside or stand over. A leader has a vision and gives direction and oversight to an or-
ganization. Whereas the person with the gift of administration steers the boat, the person with the gift of leadership
is more like the captain and tells the person at the helm where to steer it. A person with the gift of leadership has a
deep passion to help people reach their goals. A person with the gift of leadership gets a deep conviction of a need
and can see the solution. A person with this gift could chair boards/committees; plan youth outings, social events or
programs.
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KNOWLEDGE
(Acts 5:1-11, Romans 11:33, 1 Cor. 12:8, 2 Cor. 11:6, Ephes 3:19, Col 2:3)
| have done research on Catholic doctrine and biblical topic(s)
| feel called to work with others to help them understand the Bible and our faith
| feel God leading me to study more about my faith

A person with this gift has the desire to seek out, inve
Paul uses this same word in Romans 15: 14 where he writes
yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all/l knowl ed

you with information and ideas that are insightful and helpful to the church or in ministry and adds to our complete under-
standing of Christ. Opportunities include: teaching, preaching, retreats, RCIA religious education, parish council, speak-
ing on apologetics, current issues, etc.

MERCY
(Matt 20:29-34, Mark 9:41, Luke 10:33-35, Acts 11:28-30; 16:33-34, Romans 12:8)
| have volunteered to help those in need
| have been able to assist those who cannot help themselves
People say | am compassionate

Mercy means to be led by God to be compassionate in your attitudes, words and actions. It is love in action. This em-
pathy stirs deep inside you and causes you to want to do something. You want to bring relief to the immediate needs

that you are aware of. Mercy can be used in helping someone with physical, emotional, financial or spiritual situations.
This gift can be used in visiting the sick, elderly, and prisons, homeless shelters, job placement programs, missionary,
etc.

TRUST IN MIRACLES
(Gen 18:14, Mark 9:38-40; 16:17-18, Luke 1:37, Acts 4:30; 5:1-10, 5:12, 13:11)
| pray believing when the only solution is a miracle
People have asked me to pray that God would intervene in a situation

_ | feel called to |l ead the people in believing i
A person with the gift of Trustin Miracleshas a deep sensitivity to Godés wil| |
ability to fulfildl Hi s will. They know that where manods
spiritual burden to trust God in situations and ask Him to display His power for His glory. This gift gives support to clergy
by praying for Godbés intervention and power to be manife
help create an atmosphere of worship, praise and holiness.

PROPHECY

(Acts 2:14-36; 11:28; 15:32; Romans 12:6, 1 Cor 12:10; 14:3, 6, 24ff., Eph 3:1-6, 4:11-14)
I have spoken out against immorality
| have stood up for what is right according to our faith
| lead the fight against abortion and other evil in our community

In the Old Testament, prophecy was often predictive or praying and speaking on behalf of God. In the New Testament,
prophecy was speaking on Godoés behalf with authority on
awareness of current events and cul tural i mplications of
spiritual direction; social justice; local rescue mission.

SERVICE
(Matt 4:11, Mark 1:31, Luke 10:40, John 12:2, Acts 6:1, Romans 12:7, Gal 6:2, Titus 3:4)
| have done menial projects that need to be done
I have helped set up for different programs in the church
_ I am willing to do the jobs others don6t want t

Service means to aid, relieve, help, attend or to wait on people through menial duties. It is where we get our words dea-
con, minister and servant. Service can include almost any work that benefits others. Jesus washed the feet of His disci-
ples and said that the greatest will be servant to the rest. His disciples were to minister or serve others, especially the
needy. Exceptional volunteer; handyman/woman; trouble-shooter; support staff: short-term projects. The need is end-
less.
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Wisbom
(Acts 6:3, 10; 7:10, 1 Cor 1:18-25,26-27; 3:18-19; 12:18, Col 1:28; 3:16, 2 Peter 3:15)
I have taught Godly living from the Bible and Church doctrine
| apply my faith to everyday problems
| have been asked by others to explain our faith regarding a problem they are having

To have the gift of Wi sdom is to be able to apply your

of wisdomd is being able to know the mind of Christ and

gift loves to read, meditate and commune with God, drawing wisdom that applies the scriptures to everyday living.
Priest/pastoral staff, counseling, spiritual direction, problem solving, teaching, leadership are just a few of the areas of
ministry.

CONFIRMATION AND GROWTH

Discovery of a spiritual gift is a wonderful beginning upon which to build. However, since varying interpretations
of questions may lead to different responses, it is important to test any findings you have been given through
further study, prayer, evaluation and confirmation. Follow these eight steps to fully explore each gift that you
think you may have:

(1) Learn about the gift : Study scriptural passages on gifts in general as well as specific gifts you feel you may
have been given. Gain a full understanding about your gift by reviewing the kinds of things that characterize
persons who have this gift and the ways the gift can be employed.

(2) Accept the gift: Believe that you are gifted and give thanks to God for your gift.
(3) Pray for guidance : Prayer is essential if you wish to become serious about discovering and using your gift

to ful fildl Godbés purposes. This wildl open passageway

gift.

(4) Offer yourself to God : Make a commitment to do whatever God asks of you and trust in him to give you
what you need for the task.

(5) Examine yourself : Look at how God has already been at work in your life. Review past accomplishments
and present interests.

(6) Seek confirmation : Do other Christians who know you recognize particular giftedness within you? Ask for
the counsel of friends and family and especially from people who seem to have the same gift. Do they see this
gift in you?

(7) Try out your gift : Test the waters as soon as you can using all the above steps as support and volunteer in
a way that you can use your gift.

(8) Look for results : If you have accurately identified the spiritual gift, use of it will produce results. You should
be able to discern that your initial efforts have been at least modestly fruitful. Continue working to develop your
gift, and the blessings will become apparent to all. If evaluation reveals that your service has been ineffective,
then seek anew to find your gift(s).

Even though your gift sets you up in a very real way for empowered use of it in ministry, nothing much will hap-
pen unless it is used. Through use you are able to develop the gift to a level of effectiveness. Expand your
knowledge by reading books and articles related to your gift or listen to audio tapes and videos by scholars in
the field.

Continually pray for guidance and strength in the use of your gift and ask God to open your eyes to the needs
of others that your gift might address. Prioritize around your gift so that you can focus your efforts on ministry
for which you are gifted and minimize involvement in areas for which you may not be equipped. Expect to sacri-
fice personally in the service of the Lord, and do not be afraid. Having and using a spiritual gift in no way

shields you from adversity, but it does give you as

Support other members in the church in the use of their gifts by confirming with them that you see good fruit
from their efforts. The feedback you give will help them to discover and develop their gifts, and it will contribute
to an overall communal spirit of congregational ministry, which is important in the building up of the church.

Information from this survey is based in part on information at www.layministry.com
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Appendix B - 911 Day Bible Reading Plan

Our faith is a treasured gift from God. Reading the Bible is one of the most important things we can do.
We need to learn more about our faith each day and ask God for the wisdom to live it in our actions and
then share it with as many friends as we can. The challenge of reading the entire Bible can be over-
whelming. A good way to start is with The Great Adventure system. This is a Catholic Bible learning sys-
tem that makes the complex simple by teaching the story (the narrative) of the Bible. We strongly recom-
mend that in doing the Bible Timeline Bible Study, you make the time to read all the chapters that tell the
story of each particular time period. The readings are rarely short, and at times they are difficult. But
there is no substitute for actually reading, by yourself, the story of salvation history the way the inspired
authors recorded it. The authors of this study have received hundreds of letters from people who found
completing the reading a challenge, who persevered, and who were exceedingly blessed in the proc-
ess. Many of those went back to do the study a second time.

Early World Conquest and Judges
Gen. 1-4 Josh. 1-4 2 Kings 5-8
Gen. 5-8 Josh. 5-8 2 Kings 9-12
Gen. 9-11 Josh. 9-12 2 Kings 13-16
Josh. 13-16
Patriarchs Josh. 17-20 Exile
Gen. 12-16 Josh. 21-24 2 Kings 17-20
Gen. 17-20 Judg. 1-4 2 Kings 21-25
Gen. 21-24 Judg. 5-8
Gen. 25-28 Judg. 9-11 Return
Gen. 29-32 Judg. 12-14 Ezra 1-5
Gen. 33-36 Judg. 15-17 Ezra 6-10
Gen. 37-40 Judg. 18-21 Neh. 1-4
Gen. 41-45 1Sam. 1-4 Neh. 5-8
Gen. 46-50 1 Sam. 5-8 Neh. 9-13
1 Sam. 9-12
Egypt and Exodus Maccabean Revolt
Ex. 1-4 Royal Kingdom 1 Macc. 1-4
Ex. 5-8 1 Sam. 13-16 1 Macc. 5-8
Ex. 9-12 1 Sam. 17-20 1 Macc. 9-12
Ex. 13-16 1 Sam. 21-24 1 Maac 13-16
Ex. 17-20 1 Sam. 25-28
Ex 21-24 1 Sam. 29-31 Messianic Fulfillment
Ex. 25-28 2 Sam. 1-4 Luke 1-4
Ex. 29-32 2 Sam. 5-8 Luke 5-8
Ex. 33-36 2 Sam. 9-12 Luke 9-12
Ex. 37-40 2 Sam. 13-16 Luke 13-16
2 Sam. 17-20 Luke 17-20
Desert Wanderings 2 Sam 21-24 Luke 21-24
Num. 1-4 1 Kings 1-4
Num. 5-8 1 Kings 5-8 Church
Num. 9-12 1 Kings 9-11 Acts 1-4
Num. 13-16 Acts 5-8
Num. 17-20 Divided Kingdom Acts 9-12
Num. 21-24 1 Kings 12-15 Acts 13-16
Num. 25-28 1 Kings 16-19 Acts 17-20
Num. 29-32 1 Kings 20-22 Acts 21-24
Num. 33-36 2 Kings 1-4 Acts 25-28

©2004 Ascension Press. To learn more about studying the Bible, Gueoc@reat AdventureVisit
www.GreatAdventureOnline.com or call 83@6-0520
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Appendix B - Chronological Books
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